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Legacies 
 
Companions,  

As the Grand Capitular year draws to a close, I am put in mind of legacies – that which we leave for 

those who come after us.  I reflect on my term in office, and what I may have accomplished this 
year.  I think about my contributions, my actions, the words I have spoken, and how all of these 
things may have affected individual Companions, our Chapters, and York Rite in general.  

Of course, I hope that I have left a lasting positive impression, and that the craft might be a little 

better off than it was before. I hope I have inspired some to be better Royal Arch Masons.  I ask you 
to think along the same lines. How does what you do and say affect others?  How might your 
conduct inspire others do be better – better individuals and better Masons? What contribution do 
you make toward the prosperity and growth of your Chapter?  What are you doing toward your own 
growth and betterment, such that those around you choose to emulate you, and thus improve 

themselves? 

All of us have it within ourselves to be better people. It should be a lifelong process of self-
improvement. 

The goal, as a Royal Arch Mason is to become better, and then work to improve our craft, to 
strengthen our Chapters, to bring more Masons into the fold, to shed more light in Masonry, and to 

increase the Companionship for all concerned. We should, each one us, strive to be remembered as 
someone who made a difference – but not for self-aggrandizement.  Do it to improve the craft, and 
to inspire others to do the same.  What will your legacy be?  What will you leave for the craft, and 
for those Companions who come after you? 

I urge you to think about your legacy in every interaction you have in Royal Arch Masonry, and in 

Masonry in general. Every meeting you attend, every activity in which you participate, every 
conversation with a Companion, is an opportunity to improve the craft and leave a lasting 
impression. With everything you do, think about the fact that you are adding another stone in the 
edifice of your legacy. And with that thought – act accordingly. 

Companions, our Grand sessions are rapidly approaching – May 19-23 in Visalia. Registration 

forms are available on the Grand York Rite website, www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org We will be in a new 
venue this year, at the Wyndham Hotel in Visalia. It should be fun to try out our new digs. I 
encourage as many Companions as possible to attend. If you are planning on attending, I 
recommend you get your registration in as soon as you can. Please don’t wait until the last minute. 
I look forward to seeing you all in Visalia. 

As always, Companions, my virtual door is open by means of email and telephone. I invite you to 
contact me with questions, concerns, ideas, or suggestions. 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE! 
Randy R. Downey, KYGCH 
163rd Grand High Priest, Royal Arch Masons of California 
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“Work for the Cause, not the Applause” 

and I have also pasted February and March Message………. 

I hope that you all had a wonderful Easter and had an opportunity to attend the West Coast Easter 
Observance or a local observance in your Commandery or Department. 

Your Grand Officers are working hard to insure that every detail is handled for our Grand Sessions in May 
and I hope that you are all planning on attending and have already registered. Grand Sessions will be held 
May 19th – 23rd in Visalia and we are excited about this new location for our Sessions.  

If you haven’t had a chance to register yet, all of the information, including the registration forms can be 
found at http://www.ca-gyrs.org/.  Registration for the hotel is due by April 10th and no registration forms 
for Sessions will be accepted after May 10th. 

Of course, all dais officers are required to attend Grand Sessions and represent their local Commandery, but I 
also encourage all Sir Knights to attend. I would like to extend a special invitation to all of the Ladies of our 
Sir Knights to attend and enjoy the fellowship and friendship of our York Rite family. The ladies are definitely 
the softer side of York Rite and it is not the same without you there. 

I want to call your attention to a few specific events during Grand Sessions: Drill Competition & Vesper’s 
Service on Sunday, May 20th and Grand Commandery Sessions on Tuesday, May 22nd.  If you have never 
attended the Drill Competition or the Vesper’s Service, you have really missed out on a couple of amazing 
events. The Drill Competition features the extremely talented Drill teams that we have in California and the 
Vesper’s service is our opportunity to remember the men and women that we have lost from all 3 York Rite 
Bodies during the past year. I highly recommend both of these events. 

My blue lodge recently posted this statement from Worshipful Benjamin Franklin and I felt that it was as 
appropriate for today as it was for the time when it was written. 

“Masonic labor is purely a labor of love. He who seeks to draw Masonic wages in gold and silver will be 
disappointed.  The wages of a Mason are in the dealings with one another; sympathy begets sympathy, 
kindness begets kindness, helpfulness begets helpfulness, and these are the wages of a Mason.” 

How true these words are and I felt that they fit right along with my theme for the year. My time as your 
Grand Commander has definitely been a “labor of love” for me and I feel that I have been paid in the same 
manner. 

As this year is quickly coming to a close, I again want to thank you for all of the support that you have given 
me this year. 

April 2018 

• 1 Easter Salt Lake City, Utah 

• 8 Grand Master’s Breakfast Los Angeles 

May 2018 

• 19-23 California Grand York Rite Sessions Visalia 
 

 

http://www.ca-gyrs.org/
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March is here and it looks like it is going to be another busy month. Your Grand Officers will be meeting at 
the first part of the month to make all of the plans for our Grand Sessions in May. St. Patrick’s Day is on the 
17th, spring starts on the 20th and the West Coast Easter Observance starts on the 30th in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

Many of you know that I enjoy listening to country music and I find myself called to certain songs. One that 
comes to mind is a Travis Tritt song titled “It’s a Great Day to Be Alive”. The song reminds me to think about 
the importance of attitude. The chorus of the song, which Tritt recorded more than a decade ago, goes like 
this: “And it’s a great day to be alive I know the sun’s still shining when I close my eyes There’s some hard 
times in the neighborhood But why can’t every day be just this good?” 

The chorus struck me. There certainly are some hard times for many right now…Sure, things get difficult at 
times, but it’s all about how you approach them. Someone once said, “Every day may not be good, but there’s 
something good in every day.” It’s your job to find it! That’s the wonderful thing — you can choose your 

attitude! 

In January, I had the great honor of participating in the Martin Luther King “Kingdom Day Parade” with the 
amazing men of the Prince Hall Commandery. These men definitely know the importance of attitude and they 
definitely portray their attitude of it being a great day to be alive. I want to give Sir Knight Steve Alderete, 
PGC, a special thank you for his work to start this great relationship with the Prince Hall Sir Knights and I 
hope that this relationship is just the start of the great things that we can do together. 

At the end of the month, we will travel to Salt Lake City, Utah to participate in the West Coast Easter 
Observance. I hope that many of you are planning on joining us for this amazing event. All of the information 
can be found at www.wseo.us.   

In all this activity it is often forgotten that we are blessed with this fellowship and fraternity. Our lives would 
be simpler without all this activity, but what sense of accomplishment would there be in just watching the 
clock as the days fly past us and not grasping the truth of it being a great day to be alive? We would not be 
the fraternal men that we are without the work we have to accomplish. 

If we do not see you at the West Coast Easter Observance, Lady Pam and I wish you and those you love a 
joyous Easter. 

He is Risen 

 

http://www.wseo.us/
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As you are all probably aware, these articles are written far in advance of when you actually receive them. As 
of my writing, we are just closing out 2017 and when you receive this, we will be in February of 2018.  

As I ponder what my February message should include, I am reminded that although February is the shortest 
month, it is a very busy month.  

• February 2nd is Groundhog Day and since I live in Southern California and we don’t really 
have severe winter weather, the thought of 6 more weeks of winter doesn’t bother me as 

much as that might bother someone in other areas.  

• February 4th is Superbowl Sunday and since this is the “most watched sporting event”, I am 
confident that many of you will be watching and maybe even attending a Superbowl party.  

• February 13th is the start of Mardi Gras and February 14th is the start of Lent. February 14th 
is, of course, Valentine’s Day, the day when we express our love and devotion to those who 
are close to us, especially to our wives and girlfriends.  

• February 19th is President’s Day, which is a Federal Holiday and a time for us to honor all of 
our Presidents.  

As I look at all of these events this month, I challenge you to think of one of these events that could be used 
as a way to bring people in and introduce them to our order and the wonderful members of your own 
Commandery. Maybe your Commandery could plan a Superbowl party or a Valentine’s Party. Be creative and 
see if you can use the shortest month of the year as a time to showcase our great organization and maybe you 
will help grow our membership.   

Although December was filled with Christmas Observances and January is filled with Installations, we have 
not done a lot of traveling. February finds us back to traveling and visiting Commanderies up and down the 
state. We enjoyed our time at home but are very much looking forward to visiting some Commanderies and 
spending time with the wonderful Sir Knights and their ladies throughout California.  
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Activities around the State & Beyond 

 

Members of the Kansas Masonic Foundation, along with the Grand Master, present a check to Shriners 
International board members representing a pledge of $500,000 over the next 10 years. 

 

Great News, Companions of Cryptic Masonry of California we can rejoice for this Cryptic Year, 
for all of the jurisdictions of Grand Council Cryptic Masons, no matter where they so resideth, we 
reached 8th place among those Jurisdictions. 

Donations to CMMRF for Cryptic Year 2017 

Date Received  From Person or Council Credit of Council Amount 

  Salesh Hasbun   $25.00 

  Michael S. Leffin   $10.00 

  Donald A Journey   $10.00 
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  Harold S. Kennedy   $15.00 

  Steven S. Klein   $5.00 

  James E. Black   $10.00 

  Harry R. Sprague   $5.00 

  Larry C. Geschwint   $20.00 

  Jimmy R. Huff   $10.00 

  Kenneth W. Minas   $20.00 

  Calvin J. Patton   $20.00 

  William F. Rook   $45.00 

  Cesar Davila   $5.00 

  Eric M. Hamilton   $5.00 

  Charles J. Pierce   $20.00 

  Apolinar R. Quinto   $5.00 

    Alhambra Council #25 $230.00 

  James J. McDonald Maryville Council #3 $10.00 

January    Totals: $240.00 

  D. Margaret Studley Foundation Sonora Council #5 $500.00 

  David L. Chesebro San Luis Obispo Council #38 $1,000.00 

  Paul Erickson San Luis Obispo Council #38 $200.00 

  Paul Erickson San Luis Obispo Council #38 20.00 

    San Luis Obispo Council #38 1,220.00 

  Guy M. Chamlers Red Empire Council #46 $500.00 

  Nichan Khatcherian Omega Council #11 $10.00 

  Eduardo Estrada Omega Council #11 100.00 

    Omega Council #11 $110.00 

  Augusto "Gus' Garcia Ventura Council #15 $10.00 

  Jon Jorgensen Ventura Council #15 $10.00 

  Frank Russell Ventura Council #15 $32.00 

  Ventura Council #15 Ventura Council #15 $1,000.00 

  Edwin Escamilla Ventura Council #15 20.00 

  Ashot Tigranyan Ventura Council #15 $10.00 

  Fred Potter Ventura Council #15 250.00 

  Ken Creason Ventura Council #15 $20.00 

  Ric Marquez Ventura Council #15 $5.00 

  Wes Reed Ventura Council #15 $7.00 

  Thomas Fanslow Ventura Council #15 $100.00 

    Ventura Council #15 $1,464.00 

February & March   Total: $3,794.00 

April       

April   Total: 0.00 

May       

4/8/17 Sacremento Council # 1 Sacremento Council # 1 155.00 

  California Council #2 California Council #2 250.00 

5/24/17 William E. Price as M.I.G.M. California Council #2 1,500.00 

    California Council #2 $1,750.00 

5/27/17 
 Grand Sessions Ladies Silent Auction 

Ladies Hospitality room California Council #2 103.34 

May   Total: 1,853.34 

Date Received  From Person or Council Credit of Council Amount 
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June & July   Total: $0.00 

August       

August   Total: $0.00 

September       

September   Total: 0.00 

October       

1/25/2017 Carlos D. Andaya San Diego Council #23 $15.00 

1/25/2017 Randall L. Brill San Diego Council #23 $5.00 

1/25/2017 Bartolome R. Briones San Diego Council #23 $5.00 

1/25/2017 William R. Wilson San Diego Council #23 $5.00 

1/25/2017 David A. Lane  San Diego Council #23 $15.00 

1/27/2017 John W. Gowen San Diego Council #23 $12.00 

1/27/2017 Jack A. Hendee San Diego Council #23 $15.00 

1/27/2017 Bret W. Randlett San Diego Council #23 $40.00 

4/14/2017 Pete Lagatta San Diego Council #23 $1.00 

9/27/2017 James B.Clunt San Diego Council #23 $15.00 

12/9/17 P. Lagatta San Diego Council #23 1.00 

12/9/17 James B. Clunt San Diego Council #23 15.00 

9/28/2017   San Diego Council #23 $128.00 

October   Total: 128.00 

November       

11/24/17 Hattie Givens Testamentary Trust Yosemite Lodge #99 $2,000.00 

November   Total: $2,000.00 

December       

10/7/17 Earlene P. Shamplin Pacific Council #37 100.00 

12/27/17 M. David MacCullum Shekinah Council #35 300.00 

December   Totals: 400.00 

2017 Yearly Total:     8,415.34  

    
Grand Master's Club $1,000 Triangle Certificate Plaque 

David Chesebro 
William 'Bill' Price 

Extended Bars Subsequent Donation of $1,000 
California Council #2 
Vemtura Council #15 

San Diego Council #23 
Alhambra Council #25 

San Luis Obispo Council #38 
Yosemite Lodge #99 2 bars 

Ish Sodi Certificate & Gold Pin 
Guy Chalmers 

    
Respectfully submitted: 

Chairman, Frederick J. Potter        Lee P. Whelan 
           William E. Price                William S. Dann 
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Kids Drive Themselves  

to Surgery  

 A desire to take some of the stress out of 
the surgical experience inspired an 
innovative approach to care.  That care 
comes in the form of electric cars that kids 
between the ages of 2 and 7 years old can 
drive to surgery.  The toy cars are just like 
those that can be purchased off the shelf at 
a big box retailer.  But when a patient sits 
behind the wheel they become vehicles of 
change.  

“The cars give kids a sense of control and 
independence,” said child life specialist 
Caitlin French, who worked with her child 
life colleagues and the operating room team 
research the use of the cars.  Sundeep 
Tumber, D.O., chief of anesthesia, says the 
cars also result in a decreased use of 
medication before surgery, which can 
speed the recovery process.  “We are 
seeing that the cars are beneficial to both 
patients and parents,” said Dr. Tumber.  

  

   
Dr. Kathleen Romanowski 

Joins Burn Team  

 Kathleen Romanowski, M.D., has joined 
the burn surgery team at Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Northern California, a 
regional provider of pediatric burn care.  “I 
am delighted to have the opportunity to 
take care of burn injured children in such a 
wonderful hospital environment with such 
an amazing, supportive and collaborative 
team,” said Dr. Romanowski.   

 
“I chose burn surgery and critical care 
because the practice marries the two sides 
of my brain.  I have to think scientifically 
about the critical aspects of a patient’s 
care, and I have to think artistically about 
their reconstructive surgeries. It is 
extremely rewarding to see patients flourish 
after injury and grow into amazing adults 
after facing such a hardship." 

 

Hospital Hosts Career 
Exploration 

 

Happy Valentine's Day! 

http://shrinerschildrens.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=793FF08&e=C5DA8E&c=BFA3A&t=0&l=7D1C98DC&email=NF51AgjOXjvt9ipp4ooVxu2LC6Zsj%2BPb&seq=1
http://shrinerschildrens.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=793FF0A&e=C5DA8E&c=BFA3A&t=0&l=7D1C98DC&email=NF51AgjOXjvt9ipp4ooVxu2LC6Zsj%2BPb&seq=1
http://shrinerschildrens.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=793FF09&e=C5DA8E&c=BFA3A&t=0&l=7D1C98DC&email=NF51AgjOXjvt9ipp4ooVxu2LC6Zsj%2BPb&seq=1
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Shriners Hospital staff gave middle school 
students an eye-opening introduction to 
allied health careers on January 17. Nearly 
70 students from three different schools 
packed the Shriners Hospital auditorium for 

their Journey to Allied Health Careers , a 

community collaborative organized by 
Health Workforce Initiative, Health 
Professions High School, UC Davis Health 
and Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
Inspirational talks by two former Shriners 
Hospital patients kicked off the program. 
Students visited six interactive stations 
where Shriners Hospital professionals 
introduced them to x-rays and diagnostic 
imaging, respiratory therapy, occupational 
therapy, nutrition, child life and orthotics 
and prosthetics.  

  

 

  

Life is filled with lots of things that make it 
all worthwhile, but none is better than a 
child's little smile. 

   

 
 

 

 

  

http://shrinerschildrens.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=793FF0B&e=C5DA8E&c=BFA3A&t=0&l=7D1C98DC&email=NF51AgjOXjvt9ipp4ooVxu2LC6Zsj%2BPb&seq=1
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Grand Sessions 

 

Monday, May 21st, 2018 – Grand Council Cryptic Masons 
Tuesday, May 22nd, 2018 – Grand Commandery Knights Templar 

Wednesday, May 23rd, 2018 – Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons 

Grand York Rite Sessions will be held at the Wynham Hotel – 9000 W Airport Drive Visalia, 
California 93277 +1-559-651-5000 

Link to Sessions Forms (pdf format) 

Grand York Rite Grand Sessions Reservation Form 

Grand York Rite Grand Sessions Order Form 

 

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/Newsletters/2018GYRSReservationsform.pdf
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/Newsletters/2018AdOrderForm.pdf


 

April 2018    Volume 18 No. 2     Page 17 of 70 

 



 

April 2018    Volume 18 No. 2     Page 18 of 70 

 

  



 

April 2018    Volume 18 No. 2     Page 19 of 70 

 

 

 



 

April 2018    Volume 18 No. 2     Page 20 of 70 

Scholarships 
Companions, your children, grandchildren, & for some, great-grandchildren may receive financial help for 
attending school. After opening up Scholarship Center website, have them go to bottom of page & find the 
Scholarship Manual in (PDF format – 450KB) to download. 

There they will find instructions for filling out the forms.   

This is the link which will take you to the public Grand Lodge web page on scholarships. All the 
information you need should be right there.  This is a complete manual that you can download that talk 
about all of the scholarships available from the California Masonic Foundation as well as the Scottish Rite, 
York Rite, Eastern Star, High Twelve, DeMolay, Job’s Daughters, & Rainbow for Girls.   

California Royal Arch $1,000 Scholarship requirements: A member of the Masonic Family (ie: Rainbow, 
Jobs Daughter or Demolay); A US Citizen; A California Resident; A 3.0 Grade Point Average;  

Deadline to apply: March 1, 2018 

Once chosen, the award of $1,000 is renewable for a total of 5 years, as long as the requirements are 
maintained.  Do you know a Rainbow Girl, Job's Daughter or DeMolay that could benefit by knowing this 
information?  What are you waiting for - make that call! 

Companion Adept of the Temple 
The York Rite Sovereign College has developed a self-study educational program, similar in concept to the 
Scottish Rite’s Master Craftsman Program, for the York Rite bodies. It is available to any York Rite Mason by 
enrollment through the Sovereign College Office.  Cost is only $30.  Eight resources are made available, 
seven of them at no cost.  Most Excellent Companion Phil Hardiman, KYGCH Past Grand High Priest 
purchased the other from Amazon for $1.99!  These resources include books by Mackey, Thomas Smith 
Webb, Jeremy Cross, Bernard Jones, Jackson Chase and George Cooper Connor. You will be happy to have 
these resources on your PC!  Or your eBook reader.  For information, contact the College Office at (313) 833-
1385. 

  

http://www.freemason.org/scholarshipCenter/index.htm
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Calendars 

Itineraries can be found at the Grand York Rite website. Hold down the CTRL key and click on the link below.   

   

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghpcalendar.html  

   

http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/calendar.html  

   

http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itinerary.html  

 

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghpcalendar.html
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/calendar.html
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itinerary.html


 

April 2018    Volume 18 No. 2     Page 22 of 70 

Leadership & Communication 
A publication is meant to be a communication entity, selling your product, whether it is selling what you love 
to accomplish or selling a physical device – you must communicate. 

Current distribution plan for the Encompasser is to place a digital copy of the Encompasser into the hands of 
the Secretary/Recorder and let him publish to the members of his York Rite Body.  The “forgotten” person 
with this distribution plan are those members without a computer, those members still using “Snail Mail to 
communicate, a phone book to look up a phone number, and still looking for a phone booth in which to place 
a call and I remember when “Mr. Clark Kent, a newspaper reporter” used the phone booth to quickly change 
into “Superman”. 

How can we reach out to the “forgotten” member, to let him know about the “happenings” in your local body 
of York Rite?  How can we reach out to him and not only when a special occasion arises?  Remember-
reaching out to our “forgotten member” is costly; postage, ink, paper, copies, time, and permit cost.   

As mentioned in previous editions of the Encompasser, communications are vital to assist those seeking 
further light in Masonry.  Resolve to ROAR:  

1) Howl about the Encompasser, a quarterly publication by Grand York Rite far and wide, and encourage 
each of your York Rite bodies to buy a 2-year subscription;  

2) Growl about the Workman, a monthly publication by the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons to the leaders 
of all your bodies and to your membership;  

3) Mutter about the Sword and Trowel, a monthly publication by the Grand Council Cryptic Masons to the 
leaders of all your bodies and to your membership; 

4) Bellow about our websites, access your websites and inform your Companions about their existence: 

 Grand York Rite of California 

 Golden State Chapter 

 Documents 

 Grand York Rite on Facebook 

And as you continue into this York Rite year, make every effort you can to continually remind your 
membership of the Colorado River Fall Festival every October.  

Confer the Mark Master often, building interest in our brethren to pursue further light in Masonry. 

  

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/encompasser.html
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/GHP_Newsletter.html
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/bulletin.html
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/
http://www.yorkrite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Grand.York.Rite.of.California/
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/Newsletters/Oakland_East_Bay/Mark_Master_Brochure.pdf
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Randy R. Downey, KCT, KYGCH 
(408) 674-8341 (Cellular) 

oldmandowney@msn.com  

Lee P. Whelan, KYGCH 
(951) 830-1295 (Cellular) 

whelanelectric@hotmail.com  

Thomas N. Thomas, KCT 
(562) 618-4714 (Cellular) 

TomHoytAuto@aol.com  

Philip Hardiman, KTCH, KCT, KYGCH, Grand Secretary/Recorder 
1123 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

E-mail: sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org 

Thomas A Krummell 
1123 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

E-mail: assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org 

Richard E. Thornton, KCT, KYCH 
(209) 747-9518 

richard@yorkriteofcalifornia.org  

Grand York Rite of California 

Golden State Research Chapter 

Facebook 

mailto:oldmandowney@msn.com
mailto:whelanelectric@hotmail.com
mailto:TomHoytAuto@aol.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:richard@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Grand.York.Rite.of.California/
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163rd 
Most Excellent Companion  

Randy R. Downey KCT, KYGCH 

Grand High Priest Royal Arch Masons 
California 

Howard Chapter No. 14 

Right Excellent Anthony P. Yuson, Grand King 
Ancient Chapter No. 31 

Leland G. Routt, Grand Scribe 
Stockton Chapter No. 2 

Jerrold A. Wohlfarth, PGHP, Grand Treasurer 
Triangle Chapter No. 155 

Phil Hardiman, KYGCH, Grand Secretary 
Sacramento Chapter No. 3 

Steven R. Goad, PGHP, Grand Lecturer 
Norris C. Viles Chapter No. 153 

David E. Sokol, Grand Chaplain North 
Shasta Chapter No. 9 

Gary M. Iverson, Grand Chaplain South 
Whittier Chapter No. 91 

David J. Williams, Assistant Grand Secretary 
Signet Chapter No. 57 

Richard W. Bullard, Grand Captain of the Host 
San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Raymond A. Broomfield, Grand Principal 
Sojourner 

Ventura Chapter No. 50 

R. Scott Husmann, Grand Royal Arch Captain 
Delta Chapter No. 27 

Jonathan P. Dilley, Grand Master of the Third 
Veil 

Santa Monica Bay Chapter No. 97 

Brandon H. Duenas 
Grand Master of the Second Veil 
Howard Chapter No. 14 

Martin W. Maxey, Grand Master of the First Veil 
Salinas Chapter No. 59 

Daniel L. Doornbos, Grand Orator 
Howard Chapter No. 14 

Morris Moriuchi, Grand Marshal North 
California Chapter No. 1 

Jan L. Eligh, Grand Marshal South 
Long Beach Chapter No. 84 

T.J. Oliva, Grand Sentinel 
Signet Chapter No. 57 
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157th 
Most Illustrious Companion 

Lee P. Whelan, KYGCH 

Grand Master Cryptic Masons 
California 

Riverside Council No. 59 & Teresa 

Right Illustrious Companion 
William S. Dann, KYCH  

Deputy Grand Master 
Pacific Council No. 37 & Anne 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Eduardo Estrada, KYCH 
Grand Principal Conductor of the Works 
Omega Council No. 11 & Natasha 

Most Illustrious Companion 
Robert A. L. Whitfield, MIPGM 

GRAND TREASURER  
Oakland Council No. 12 & Genie 

Most Illustrious Companion 
Kenneth G. Hope, HMIPGM 
GRAND RECORDER 
Shekinah Council No. 35 & Sonny 

Most Illustrious Companion 
William E. Price, MIPGM 

GRAND DIRECTOR OF RITUAL 
California Council No. 2 & Janet 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Richard E. Thornton, KCT, KYCH 

GRAND CHAPLAIN (North) 
Stockton Council No. 5 & Cara 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Bruce E. Hudson, KYCH 
GRAND CHAPLAIN (South) 
Omega Council No. 11 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Robert A. Morrison, KYCH 

GRAND CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD 
Shasta Council No. 6 & Pauline 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Peter G. Champion, KYCH 

GRAND CONDUCTOR OF THE COUNCIL 
San Luis Obispo Council No. 38 & Janice 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Guy M. Chalmers, KYCH 

GRAND STEWARD  
Redwood Empire Council No. 46 & Jeanne 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Michael T. Sherman, KYCH 
GRAND SENTINEL 
Helix Council No. 58 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Harold D. Kennedy, KYCH 

GRAND ORATOR 
Alhambra Council No. 25 

Right Illustrious Companion 
David J. Williams, KYCH 
ASSISTANT GRAND RECORDER 
Omega Council No. 11 & Nataly 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Efren D. Prado, KYCH 

GRAND MARSHAL (North) 
King Solomon's Council No. 29 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Ronald W. Alcorn III, KYCH 
GRAND MARSHAL (South)  
Alhambra Council No. 25 

Right Illustrious Companion 
K. Mark Harris 

GRAND SOLOIST 
Oakland Council No. 12 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Arthur H. Walton, KYCH 
GRAND MUSICIAN 
San Jose Council No. 20 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Jeffrey A. White, KYCH 
GRAND BIBLE BEARER 

Pacific Council No. 37 & Lisa 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Robert Gibb, KYCH 
GRAND STANDARD BEARER 
Riverside Council No. 59 &  Elizabeth 

 

  

mailto:whelanelectric@hotmail.com
mailto:bdann@nrmcorp.com
mailto:zestrada@pacbell.net
mailto:callbob1@gmail.com
mailto:sec-rec@californiayorkrite.org
mailto:nc46billprice@aol.com
mailto:sj19secretary@att.net
mailto:beh777@hotmail.com
mailto:bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net
mailto:champmail1229@gmail.com
mailto:jmc329@aol.com
mailto:wolfen1106@cox.net
mailto:cmlatham@outlook.com
mailto:david.williams@californiayorkrite.org
mailto:efrenp32@gmail.com
mailto:rwa@ronalcorn.com
mailto:songmaster1@mac.com
mailto:arthurwalton@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwhite@coastal-business.com
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159th  
Right Eminent Commander 

Sir Knight Thomas N. Thomas, KCT 

Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

Sir Knight Gregg A. Hall, KYCH 
Deputy Grand Commander 

Whittier St. Johns Commandery No. 51 

Sir Knight William A. McBroome, Jr, KYCH 
Grand Generalissimo 
San Jose Commandery No. 10 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez, KYCH 
Grand Captain General 

Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight David W. Studley, KYCH 
Grand Senior Warden 
Pacific Commandery No. 3 

Sir Knight Robert A. Spindler, KYCH 
Grand Junior Warden 

Auburn Commandery No. 52 

Sir Knight Raymond E. Davies 
Grand Prelate 
Golden West Commandery 43 

Sir Knight Stephen E. Alderete, KYGCH, PGC 
Grand Treasurer 

St. Bernard Commandery No. 23 

Sir Knight Phil Hardiman, KYGCH 
Grand Recorder 
Sacramento Commandery No. 2 

Sir Knight Craig L. Flagtwet, KYCH 
Grand Standard Bearer 

St. Bernard Commandery No. 23 

Sir Knight Roger S. Ross, KYCH 
Grand Sword Bearer 
Orange County Commandery No. 36 

Sir Knight Andrew M. Prutsman, KYCH 
Grand Warder 

Whittier St. Johns Commandery No. 51 

Sir Knight Paul D. Erickson 
Grand Sentinel 
San Luis Obispo Commandery No. 27 

Sir Knight James G. Baum, KYGCH 
Director of Ritual 

High Desert Commandery No. 79 
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A little of Royal Arch History 

‘Chapter Chatter’ 
Conversations about  

Royal Arch Masonry 

 

 
 

 Ten ‘Chats’ for a Tyled 
Chapter Convocation 

 
1. History of the Holy Royal Arch Degree Page 2 740 words - 10 minutes 
2. Thomas Smith Webb Page 6 

 
By 

Edgar W. Fentum 

P.G.H.P., K.Y.G.C.H. 33° 

2015 
BOOK I 

 
© Copyright. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 

electronic or mechanical, including photocopying or scanning to any electronic or mechanical device or by any other means of 

information storage or retrieval system without the written consent of Edgar William Fentum or his designated legal representative. 

Brief History of the Royal Arch Degree 
  

It is necessary to understand that the York Rite as we know it, consisting of four degrees - that 

of the Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Degree, was established 

in 1798 and is an American creation.   

  

So! With that out of the way! Let us begin by examine the name ‘ROYAL ARCH’ as referred to 
King Solomon’s Temple. As far as we know there was no ARCH in King Solomon’s Temple.  

Interest and extensive study about King Solomon’s Temple had been ongoing in England from 

the early 1600.s1.  

  

A model of King Solomon’s Temple was exhibited in London in 1724 and 17312 that did not show 

an Arch. Yet the Arch is a feature that is significant in the degrees of the Mark Master, Most 
Excellent Master and the Royal Arch Degree of the Capitular degrees. 

  

One must then suppose that the significance of the words ‘Royal Arch’ was either mistakenly 

applied or assumed and included for a symbolic import which we will explore in a later talk. 
 

1 Villapando’s plan in 1604. Orbis miraculum 1665 by Samual Lee. Isaac Newton 1643-1727) studied K.S. Temple for 50 years as did  

other scholars of the day.. 
2 Gerhard Schott from Hamburg, Germany came to London with his design 
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The best information we have about the beginnings of the Royal Arch Degree, as a single 

degree, is that there was in Scottish, Irish and English Lodges mention of the words ‘Royal Arch’ 

as early as 17383. That is, about ten years after the degree of Master Mason had emerged. An 

Irish Journal of 1743 reported that the ‘Royall Arch’ was carried in a parade by two Excellent 

Masters4. 
  

Lawrence Dermott, Grand Secretary of the ‘Antients’ Grand Lodge of England (formed in 1751) 

claimed that he received the Royal Arch Degree in Dublin, Ireland on 26th April 1743. 

  

There is a Minute recorded at Sterling, Scotland on 31st July 1743 of two Masons being admitted 
Royal Arch Masons. It is believed that the degree was transported from Dublin, Ireland to 

Scotland. 

  

The first recorded Minutes of a conferral of the degree is at Fredericksburg Lodge of Free and 

Accepted Masons when a Lodge of Royal Arch Masons was opened at Fredericksburg, Virginia on 
December 22nd 1753 and three candidates were exalted. Some six months earlier Bro. George 

Washington was raised in the same Lodge. The first Royal Arch ‘Lodge’ was chartered in 

Scotland in 1753. 

  

The first Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was formed in England in 1766. In 1813 under the 
union of the two rival Grand Lodges of England the Royal Arch was considered part of ‘pure 

ancient Masonry’. 

In 1797 the York Rite was organized in New York and the General Grand Chapter International in 

1798 was created. It is now the largest single Masonic organization in the world. 

The father of American ritual Thomas Smith Webb (1771 -1818) was the prime mover of the 

General Grand Chapter International. However, he stepped aside to enable Companion Ephraim 

Kirby to become the General Grand High Priest of the seven Grand jurisdictions.   

California Royal Arch Masonry was established in Sacramento on May 6th 1854 with San 

Francisco Chapter No1, Senora Chapter No 2 and Sacramento Chapter No3. The first Grand High 

Priest was Charles M. Radcliff5, who had been the Earl of Derwentwater in Scotland. He came to 

America as a machinist then was an Engineer on the steam ship ‘California’ that sailed round the 
Cape of Good Hope to San Francisco. He settled in California and worked in the gold mines. He 

 

3 ‘Royal Art’ in 1723 Constitution. Pg. 37. Is doubtful that it referred to the ARCH! Other references 38-46  ‘Freemasons – Book of 

the Royal Arch’ Bernard Jones We find ‘Art’ in reference to Alchemy. 
4 Faulkner's Dublin Journal 10-14 January 1743 in Ireland 'which reported that Youghal Lodge No. 21 celebrated St. John's day 

(December 27th) with a parade in which "the Royall Arch was carried by two Excellent Masters.’ 
5 OTHER OFFICERS INSTALLED: 

John Dunbar Creigh--Deputy Grand High Priest.  

A. B. Hoy--Grand King.  
Hugh G. Platt--Grand Scribe.  

Townsend A. Thomas--Grand Secretary.  
Adolphus Hollub--Grand Treasurer.  

James H. Bristow--Grand Chaplain.  
Charles R. Saunders--Grand Captain of the Host. 

Appointed Officers: 
George E. Montgomery--Grand Principal Sojourner.  

William W. Traylor-Grand Royal Arch Captain.  
J. A. Wadsworth--Grand Master 3d Vail.  

Thomas J. Oxley--Grand Master 2d Vail.  
Philip W. Shepheard--Grand Master 1st Vail.  

Phineas Gardner--Grand Sentinel.  
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was appointed a Justice of the Peace, with jurisdiction of minor court offenses. He moved to San 

Francisco where he remained a Justice of the Peace. Charles M. Radcliffe was installed as the 

fourth Grand Master of Masons of the Grand Lodge F & A.M. of California. A remarkable man and 

Mason! There have been 13 other Grand High Priests who have also served as Grand Master - 

the last being in 1918. 

In Scotland the Royal Arch includes the Mark and Excellent Master Degrees. The Mark Degree 

can be conferred in a Craft Lodge or under the jurisdiction of a Chapter.    

In Ireland the Royal Arch Degree is from a different time period and includes the renovation of 

the Temple under Josiah, King of Judah. It also requires that a Master Mason receive the Mark 

Master Mason degree before he can be exalted into the Royal Arch. 

A companion from a jurisdiction where the Royal Arch is a single degree has to ‘healed’ before 

he can attend a Chapter in California.   

  

Thomas Smith Webb (1771 -1818) 
  

“May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons...." That as you know comes 

from our Craft Ritual. As most of you will now guess Thomas Smith Webb had something to do 
with our ritual but he was more than that - he was the father of American Masonic Ritual. He 

created the Monitor6 which is the basis of ritual for our Craft, Chapter and Commandery.  

The Premier Grand Lodge of England, formed in 1717 introduced organized Freemasonry to 

America. It was closely followed by both the Irish and Scottish Constitutions. It took, however, 

the Antients, formed in 1751, as the arch rivals of the Premiere Grand Lodge of England, to 

aggressively promote Freemasonry in the Colonies. The Ancients were also the supporters of the 

Royal Arch Degree while the Moderns ‘officially’ disclaimed it!  

Many of the Modern Lodges unofficially supported the Royal Arch. In 1766 Lord Blayney was 

exalted a Royal Arch Mason while Grand Master of the Moderns and then was installed as the 

first Grand presiding Officer of the ‘Excellent and Grand Royal Arch Chapter of England’. The first 

Grand Chapter in the world. 

Thomas Smith Webb was born on October 30th 1771 of English parents. He attended Boston 

Public Latin School and at the age of 15 started work as an apprentice to a Printer. He moved to 

Keene in New Hampshire. He was initiated on December 24th 1790 in Rising Sun Lodge and was 

subsequently passed and raised to the degree of Master Mason. You will notice that, as was not 

unusual at that time, he was only 19 years old.     

He moved to Boston where he opened a Book shop and book binding business. There is little 

doubt that Webb's education did not end at 15 years of age. His access to books and desire for 

knowledge increased over the years. He added French to his Latin and it is reasonable to 

suppose that he was familiar with other arcane philosophies and metaphysics of the day.  

He married in 1797 and moved to Providence Rhode Island where he affiliated with St. John's 

Lodge No 1.  

Webb published his 'Monitor or Illustrations of Masonry' in 1797 under the pseudonym: 'by a 

Royal Arch Mason, K.T. & K.M. etc., etc'.   He had been a Master Mason for just seven years!!!  

He had been a Mason for 12 years. He never hesitated to give credit to the English Masonic 

scholar William Preston and his book 'Illustrations of Masonry' published in 1772 

 

6 ‘Illustrations of Masonry’ 1797 
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In the 1803 edition of the Monitor he included his name as 'By Thomas Smith Webb, Past Master 

of Temple Lodge, Albany and H.P., of Providence Royal Arch Chapter7"..   

We find an interesting connection in that Webb’s close friend Bro. Peter Hanmer had been a 

member of the Lodge of Antiquity No 28 in London of which William Preston was also a member.  

In 1813 Thomas Smith Webb became Grand Master of Rhode Island and this brings us to a 

significant event that took place. In 1813 -14 as Grand Master he led a procession of Masons to 
build 'Fort Hirum'. When complete he presented the structure to the Governor to assist in the 

defense against the British.    

It was the genius of Webb that enabled him to take Preston's work and present much of the 

ritual in a way that was acceptable to American Freemasonry. It is reported that he was a better 

administrator and organizer than he was a ritualist. 

He was a Knight Templar and became Grand Commander9. In 1788 he was the instigator in the 

formation of the General Grand Chapter International, the largest Masonic organization in the 

world and served as the Deputy General Grand High Priest until his death. He also formed the 

Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States which he accomplished in 1816 in 

New York City. Governor De Witt Clinton was elected Grand Master and Webb became Deputy 

Grand Master, a position he held at his death. 

As a talented musician10 he was the first President of the Psallonian (Sallonian) Society dedicated 

to sacred music. 

Thomas Smith Webb died suddenly in 1817 in Ohio at the age of 46. He was on one of his many 

travels around the States promoting the ritual work. His body was returned to Providence for 
Masonic Funeral and honors. He left many scholars in his wake, including John Barney11 and Rob 

Morris12 who continued his Teachings.  

 

References: 
Freemasons. Book of the Royal Arch - Bernard E. Jones 

Capitular Development Course – Piers A. Vaughan 

History of English Freemasonry - John Hamill 

Illustrations of Freemasonry 1821 –Thomas Smith Webb 

Coil’s Encyclopedia 

50 years of California Freemasonry Book II 

The Necessity of the Royal Arch – Wm. F. Khun 

 

  

 

7 I have a copy dated from 1821 where he is listed as Past Grand Master of Rhode Island etc. 
8 Lodge of Antiquity No 2 – one of the four Lodges that founded the ‘Grand Lodge of England ‘ on 24th June 1717 at the Goose and 

Gridiron Pub. Preston became Master in 1774   
9First Grand Commander of the Massachusetts and Rhode Island Commandery 
10 President of the Hayden and Handel Society 
11 Barney (1780 – 1840) was also a student of Gleeson and was responsible for teaching ritual in many Western States including 

Ohio where Grand Lecturer of California Davis had been a Mason. 
12 Morris (1818-88) famous for the ritual he created for the Eastern Star. 

 

 

http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/biography/clinton_d/clinton_d.html
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Knights Templar-Rise 

After Europeans in the First Crusade recovered Jerusalem in 1099, many Christians made 
pilgrimages to various sacred sites in the Holy Land. Although the city of Jerusalem was relatively 
secure under Christian control, the rest of Outremer was not. Bandits and marauding highwaymen 
preyed upon pilgrims, who were routinely slaughtered, sometimes by the hundreds, as they 
attempted to make the journey from the coastline at Jaffa through to the interior of the Holy Land. 

In 1119, the French knight Hugues de Payens approached King Baldwin II of Jerusalem and 
Warmund, Patriarch of Jerusalem, and proposed creating a monastic order for the protection of 

these pilgrims. King Baldwin and Patriarch Warmund agreed to the request, probably at the Council 
of Nablus in January 1120, and the king granted the Templars a headquarters in a wing of the royal 
palace on the Temple Mount in the captured Al-Aqsa Mosque.  The Temple Mount had a mystique 
because it was above what was believed to be the ruins of the Temple of Solomon.  The Crusaders 
therefore referred to the Al-Aqsa Mosque as Solomon's Temple, and from this location the new order 

took the name of Poor Knights of Christ and the Temple of Solomon, or "Templar" knights. The 
order, with about nine knights including Godfrey de Saint-Omer and André de Montbard, had few 
financial resources and relied on donations to survive. Their emblem was of two knights riding on a 
single horse, emphasising the order's poverty. 

The first headquarters of the Knights Templar, on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The Crusaders 
called it the Temple of Solomon and from this location derived their name of Templar. 

The impoverished status of the Templars did not last long. They had a powerful advocate in Saint 

Bernard of Clairvaux, a leading Church figure, the French abbot primarily responsible for the 

founding of the Cistercian Order of monks and a nephew of André de Montbard, one of the founding 
knights. Bernard put his weight behind them and wrote persuasively on their behalf in the letter 'In 
Praise of the New Knighthood', and in 1129, at the Council of Troyes, he led a group of leading 
churchmen to officially approve and endorse the order on behalf of the church. With this formal 
blessing, the Templars became a favoured charity throughout Christendom, receiving money, land, 

businesses, and noble-born sons from families who were eager to help with the fight in the Holy 
Land. Another major benefit came in 1139, when Pope Innocent II's papal bull Omne Datum 
Optimum exempted the order from obedience to local laws. This ruling meant that the Templars 
could pass freely through all borders, were not required to pay any taxes, and were exempt from all 
authority except that of the pope. 

With its clear mission and ample resources, the order grew rapidly. Templars were often the 

advance shock troops in key battles of the Crusades, as the heavily armoured knights on their 
warhorses would set out to charge at the enemy, ahead of the main army bodies, in an attempt to 
break opposition lines. One of their most famous victories was in 1177 during the Battle of 
Montgisard, where some 500 Templar knights helped several thousand infantry to defeat Saladin's 
army of more than 26,000 soldiers. 

A Templar Knight is truly a fearless knight, and secure on every side, for his soul is protected by the 
armour of faith, just as his body is protected by the armour of steel. He is thus doubly armed, and 

need fear neither demons nor men." 

Bernard de Clairvaux, c. 1135, 

De Laude Novae Militae—In Praise of the New Knighthood 
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Although the primary mission of the order was militaristic, relatively few members were 
combatants. The others acted in support positions to assist the knights and to manage the financial 
infrastructure. The Templar Order, though its members were sworn to individual poverty, was given 
control of wealth beyond direct donations. A nobleman who was interested in participating in the 
Crusades might place all his assets under Templar management while he was away. Accumulating 

wealth in this manner throughout Christendom and the Outremer, the order in 1150 began 

generating letters of credit for pilgrims journeying to the Holy Land: pilgrims deposited their 
valuables with a local Templar preceptory before embarking, received a document indicating the 
value of their deposit, then used that document upon arrival in the Holy Land to retrieve their funds 
in an amount of treasure of equal value. This innovative arrangement was an early form of banking 

and may have been the first formal system to support the use of cheques; it improved the safety of 
pilgrims by making them less attractive targets for thieves, and also contributed to the Templar 
coffers. 

Based on this mix of donations and business dealing, the Templars established financial networks 
across the whole of Christendom. They acquired large tracts of land, both in Europe and the Middle 
East; they bought and managed farms and vineyards; they built massive stone cathedrals and 

castles; they were involved in manufacturing, import and export; they had their own fleet of ships; 
and at one point they even owned the entire island of Cyprus. The Order of the Knights Templar 
arguably qualifies as the world's first multinational corporation. (Wikipedia) 
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Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
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Grand Council Cryptic Masons of California 
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Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Whereas the officers of the Grand Commandery determined three years ago to shorten the 
progressive line by three officers, 

And whereas we are currently at a decrease of two officers since that point so the progressive line 
currently starts at the Grand Standard Bearer, 

And whereas the third decrease will cause the start of the progressive line to be the Grand Junior 

Warden, 

And whereas that means that as per the current rules the appointee would be an elected position, 

And whereas it is felt that this is not a good situation as, there should be a couple of years of 
appointment to prove that the appointee is capable, 

And whereas the Grand Encampment says that the Grand Junior Warden and the Grand Senior 

Warden may be elected or appointed as per the Grand Commandery rules, 

Be it now resolved that Section 278 and 279 be amended as follows 

SECTION 278.  

1. The Grand Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Captain 
General, Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder shall be elected by ballot at each Stated 
Conclave. 

a. At the Grand Conclave of 2019 the Senior Grand Warden will be elected 

SECTION 279. 

  
1. The Grand Prelate, Grand Standard Bearer, Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Warder and Grand 

Sentinel shall be appointed by the Grand Commander-elect, after consultation with the Deputy 
Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain General, immediately after his 

election and before the Conclave adjourns.  
a) In the year 2019 and forward the Junior Grand Warden will be appointed and in the year 

2020 and forward the Senior Grand Warden will be appointed. 
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CHANGE TO SECTION 293 

Whereas Section 293 (2) lists the members of the Committee on Ritual, 

And whereas as currently written it calls for a Director of Ritual and Assistant Directors of Ritual, 

And whereas the title of Director of Ritual was changed to Grand Inspector General and the role of 
the Assistant Director of Ritual was modified, and the name changed as the 2017 Grand Sessions,  
And whereas the new Adjutant role may or may not include ritual requirements,  

Be it now resolved that Section 293 (2) be amended to correct the title of the Director of Ritual to 
the new title of Grand Inspector General and to provide for a competent ritual authority within each 

department. 
 

SECTION 293 (2) WILL BE MODIFIED TO READ 

The Committee on Ritual and Tactics shall be limited to not more than nine members, a Chairman 
whose title shall be Grand Inspector General and not more than eight members, at least one Sir 
Knight from each department will be chosen to be a member of the Committee. Before entering 

upon his duties, he shall produce a certificate from the Grand Inspector General that he is 
proficient in the Ritual and Tactics of the Orders and is fully qualified to act as the authority on 
ritual within the department.  

Submitted, 

Gregg Hall, KYCH Deputy Grand Commander 

James Baum KYGCH Grand Inspector General 
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RESOLUTION TO REMOVE UNIFORM & PARAPHERNALIA FUND 

REQUIREMENT 

Where as Section 356 of the Constitution requires a Commandery to have a uniform and 

paraphernalia account, 

And whereas this practice has become obsolete and no longer followed, 

Be it now resolved that section 356 of our code be removed. 

Uniforms and Paraphernalia Maintenance Fund  

Section 356.  

1. Every Commandery shall maintain a separate book account, entitled Uniforms and Paraphernalia 
Maintenance Fund to which shall be transferred from its general fund, at the first Stated Conclave 
of the month, the sum of note less than Ten Dollars for every candidate knighted during the 
preceding month which sum shall be deposited in a separate bank account, until the same shall 
reach a minimum of Five Hundred Dollars.  

2. Any excess over Five Hundred Dollars may at any time be returned by the Commandery to its 
General Fund.  

3. The Required funds in this account Shall be expended only for the purchase and maintenance of 
robes and paraphernalia used in conferring the Orders and for uniforms and accessories used by 
drill teams, the band and units engaged in full form openings.  

Respectfully Submitted 
Gregg Hall, San Jose Commandery No. 10 
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TO ADD RED CROSS JEWEL & TO SET THE LIMIT ON HOW MANY 

JEWELS MAY BE WORN 

Whereas the Grand Encampment authorizes a Red Cross Jewel, 

And whereas currently the Constitution of the Grand Commandery of California doesn’t allow for 

such a jewel to be worn, 

And whereas there are Sir Knights in California who would like to be able to wear the Red Cross 
Jewel, 

And whereas currently there are no rules surrounding how many jewels may be worn at the same 
time, 

And whereas, part of the purpose of Uniform Regulations is to ensure that Uniforms remain 
“uniform”  

And whereas there is limited space on one side of the Jacket. 

Be in now resolved that Section 535 of the Constitution be amended as follows.  That which is 
stricken through will be deleted and that which is bolded will be added. 

 

SECTION 535.  

The only jewels and badges which may be worn on the fatigue or regulation uniform of a Knight 
Templar are those which are the insignia of station which a Sir Knight may hold in the Grand 

Commandery or in a Commandery; the Knights Templar Cross of Honor; the Past Commanders 
jewel; the California Knights Templar Meritorious Service Medal; the authorized jewel of an 

organization of Past Commanders; Grand Encampment competitive drill bars; authorized jewel or 
badge of a Commandery Drill Corps; Red Cross Jewel; Commandery or Malta jewel.  

Said jewels shall rank as above stated and shall be worn on the left breast of the coat in a straight 
line drawn from the bottom seam of the left arm pit to the bottom seam of the right arm pit. The 
ranking jewel to be worn to the right; the words "to the right" referring to the Sir Knight wearing the 

jewels — he should place them in order named from his right to his left. No more than 5 Jewels 
may be worn on the uniform at any time. Only one Malta Jewel may be worn at a time as 
every Sir Knight only received the Order of Malta one time. 

That the Malta Jewel shall be 1½" in depth, measured from the pin bar to the top of the jewel. The 
Malta Jewel may be suspended on chain or by links or by ribbon, so as to be uniform in any given 

Commandery.  

Respectfully Submitted 
Gregg Hall, San Jose Commandery No. 10 
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PROPOSED UNIFORM REGULATION UPDATE FOR 2018 

Whereas the uniform regulations of this Grand Commandery were first approved in 1888 and have 

been added to a number of times without deleting old regulations; 

And whereas the code has become confusing with conflicting information due to various uniform 
changes that were made over time; 

And whereas the fatigue uniform is no longer authorized for usage in California, but the regulations 
were never removed. 

And whereas only one Commandery in California continues to make use of the old long coat 

uniform; 

Be it now resolved that the following changes be made to the uniform code of the Grand 
Commandery of California:  Regulations for the long coat uniform are removed and Bakersfield #39 
is grand fathered in to use said uniform; the fatigue uniform is removed from the code; and a couple 
of minor changes were made to conform to Grand Encampment regulations.  Listed below are the 

regulations, that which is listed as a strike through will be removed.  That which is in Bold are the 
changes or additions. 

UNIFORMS SECTION 500. 

The uniform adopted by this Grand Commandery in 1888 and 1889, with subsequent changes, is 
hereby readopted and declared to be the Regulation Templar Uniform in the jurisdiction of 
California and its detailed specifications follow this section, provided that, from and after April 19, 

1929, the Baldric shall be no part of the Regulation Templar Uniform, but may be worn by drill 

teams while acting as such. 

There are three uniforms authorized by this Grand Commandery.  They are the Standard 
Class A uniform, the Cap and Mantle, and the Summer Uniform.  In addition, there are two 
Commanderies that are Grandfathered in to use their historical uniform.  They are California 

Commandery No. 1who use their distinct uniforms and Bakersfield Commandery No. 39 who 
use the old long coat uniforms. 

Reference: 

Grand Commandery may regulate — §41 (I), G.E. 

SECTION 510 COAT 

For Officers of Grand Commandery, Commanders and Past Commanders. 

1. To be of black cloth, tropical worsted or gabardine, with black lining. Frock style with lapel 
collar, the skirts extending to a point from two-thirds to three-quarters the distance from the hip 
joint to the bend of the knee. Notched lapels about 2½" wide at the widest point and the length of 
the lapel to be approximately 11". Double breasted, with ten buttons arranged in two rows of five 
each, but coat to close with three bottom buttons only; rows straight and set 6" apart at the second 

buttons from the top and 5" apart at the bottom; the bottom buttons to be set on the waistline 
seam, the second button 2½" above the bottom buttons to permit passage of the belt between them 
and the next three buttons to be equally spaced as may be permitted by the coat front. Four 

matching buttons on skirt at back, being two on the waist line seam and two at the bottom of the 
side edges. Black velvet cuffs around the end of each sleeve, 3½" deep and with three matching 

smaller buttons on each cuff. Appropriate sleeve crosses to be placed in the center of the cuffs. 
Provide suitable hooks on coat to serve as belt supports and placed on the waist line seam, one on 
the left side in such position that portion of the belt approximately midway between the two short 
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slings may rest upon it and one on the right side in corresponding position to provide proper 
alignment of the belt. Coat to be worn over white shirt having turn down collar and using black 
four-in-hand tie. 
 

For Sir Knights and Officers Below the Rank of Commander. 

1. The same as that of Commander except that it shall be single breasted, with the length of 
the lapel to be approximately 7d" long. Five buttons down the front with all buttons closing, the 
bottom button on the waist line seam, the second button 2½" above the bottom button to permit 
the belt to pass between and the next three buttons equally spaced as may be permitted by the 
coat front. Four like buttons on the skirt at back, being two on the waist line seam and two near 

the bottom of the side edges. Three matching buttons, smaller in size, on each sleeve near the end. 
Sleeves to be plain, with no cuffs or stitching. Appropriate sleeve crosses placed so that the bottom 
of the embroidered portion of the cross will be 1¼" from the end of the sleeve. Suitable hooks to be 
provided for belt supports and placed 
on each side of the coat on the waist line seam. 

OR 

For all Officers and Sir Knights of Constituent Commanderies.  

3 (1). To be of 8 oz. black tropical worsted, 2 ply cloth, double breasted sac 

que civilian style, three button, two to button. Length to be at least 2" below the crotch or 

approximately 30" on average man 5'10" to 5'11" tall. Peak lapels to be 3" wide at the peak. All 
stitching to be c" single stitch. Coat to have 10" center vent with 2" overlap and be one-half lined 
with 120 count black rayon or equal. Cloth arm shields to be piped with lining. Two inside breast 
pockets to be provided. Two outside lower straight dummy flaps only. (NO POCKETS) Lower flaps to 
be stitched down all around; top flap only to have corner snaps (no Velcro) to hold the flap down. 

Backing to be sewn inside the top flap to support jewels or a jewel bar on which to suspend jewels 
of office. The word "CALIFORNIA" in ½” or d" letters, either metal or bullion of appropriate color 
shall be attached to the top of the breast pocket flap with "clutch back" or similar fastener. All flaps 
to be straight 3" x 6". A horizontal slit to be provided on the left side of the coat at the waist, 3" wide 
through which to bring the sword slings to hook up the sword scabbard, with an inside fly or cover 

to be fastened with snaps or zipper. Coat sleeves to be plain with no cuffs. Three small buttons to 
be arranged on sleeves as specified in Sec. 504. Appropriate sleeve crosses to be placed in the 
center of the sleeves 3" from the bottom of the Cross Arm. Coat to be worn over a white shirt having 
a turn down collar and black four- in-hand tie. 

3 (2). Or regulation Naval Officers uniform, consisting of coat and trousers. To be of light weight 

tropical wool and Dacron blend cloth, double breasted three button coat, all three to button. The 
buttons to be ½ dome, 36 ligne, cloth covered to match coat or buttons similar to black regulation 
Knights Templar metal buttons. No buttons on the sleeves. Three small buttons to be arranged on 
sleeves as specified in Sec. 504. Appropriate slit for the sword slings. The word "CALIFORNIA" in ½” 
or d" either metal or bullion of appropriate color shall be attached directly below the breast pocket 

opening with clutch back or similar fastener. Jewels to be worn ½" below the word "CALIFORNIA". 
Appropriate sleeve crosses will be placed in the center of the sleeves so that the bottom edge of the 
arms of the cross are three inches from the bottom edge of the sleeve. White shirt and black tie as 
in sub-paragraph (1). Nothing is to be carried in the side or breast pockets at any time. 

3 (3). The Grand Commandery of California hereby adopts an official name tag. It shall be metal, 
gold in color, ¾” wide and 3" long, with black lettering and attached with “clutch back” or similar 

fastener. It shall be worn on the right side of the uniform, level with the “CALIFORNIA” on the left. 

3 (4). All Knights Templar who are serving in the military Services of the United States, or who have 
retired or have received an Honorable Discharge, may wear the Veterans Service Ribbon. It shall be 
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worn centered directly under the “California” within the one- half inch space above the 
Commandery medals. 

3 (5). All Knights Templar whom have been elected and served a full term to preside over all of the 
four York Rite Bodies are eligible to wear the York Rite Leadership recognition bar.  The bar shall 
be of Silver colored metal approximately 1 3/8 inches long and be 3/8 of an inch wide purple, red 

and blue color, each color separated by a very narrow silver stripe. It shall be worn centered directly 
under the California bar within the one-half inch space above the Commandery medals. If worn in 
conjunction with the Veterans Service Ribbon, the veteran’s ribbon shall be worn to the right 
(superior) of the York Rite Leadership Recognition bar. 

For Grand Officers and Past Grand Officers.  

1. To be the same as provided for in Sec. 501.3 (1) and (2) except that there shall be black velvet 
cuffs around the end of the sleeves, 3" deep, with three small buttons, cloth covered as described in 
Sec. 504. Appropriate sleeve crosses to be placed in the center of the cuffs. 
 

SECTION 502 TROUSERS 

To be of the same material as the coats described in sections. 501.1, .2 and .3 (1). With plain front 
and sides, without cuffs, side stripe or other ornamentation; 10" bottoms, 2" waist band with 2½" 
tunnel loops; two front side slash (western style) pockets, two hip pockets with button and tab on 
the left hip pocket and a watch pocket. Black suspender buttons to be sewn on the inside of the 
waist band. 

SECTION 503 GRAND PRELATE 'S AND PRELATE 'S ROBE 

1. The Grand Prelate's Robe, jewel and stole shall be those prescribed by Grand Encampment. 

Reference: 253, G.E. 

1. The Prelate's Robe, jewel and stole shall be those prescribed by Grand Encampment. 
2. He shall wear the robe of office, while officiating in the conferring of the Orders and may wear 

it outside the Asylum, when attending a Templar funeral or a Templar religious service. 
3. At all other times he shall wear the Regulation Templar uniform and the jewel of his office. 

Decision: 

The Prelate shall not, at any time, wear either a crucifix or a plain cross, as an adornment of his 
robe. Remensperger, C.G. 

References: 

§§253–254, G.E.; Ritual, rubric, p. 43 (1974 edition). 

SECTION 504 BUTTONS 

Coat buttons to be ½ dome, 36 ligne, cloth covered, same material as coat. Sleeve buttons to be 24 
ligne, three buttons on each sleeve, bottom button to be 1" from the bottom of the sleeve, ¼" 
between buttons. 

SECTION 505 GLOVES 

 

The gloves worn by Officers of Grand Commandery and Past Grand Commanders shall be white; for 
all other Sir Knights, to be buff color; drill teams excepted. 

Reference: §549. 
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SECTION 506 CHAPEAU 

1.  For Sir Knights.  

a. Gossamer body, arched shape and covered with fast pile black rayon velvet. Pair black 

ostrich underplumes and with white ostrich overplume which is approximately 8" wide. Rosette 

on the left side, oval in shape, 5" high by 4½" wide, with center of black velvet upon which is 
embroidered in plated silver bullion No. 26, a Passion Cross with red velvet center, size 3" 
outside measurement in height and with cross arm 2" in width around the outside of which is 
silver jaceron and with twist bullion across the corners. (No jaceron around the outer edge of the 

black velvet center.) Size d" black satin pleating around the outer edge of the black velvet center 
and at the outer edge of the pleating 30 points size d" satin. On the left side only slashings of 
black gimp from 4½" to 2½" in width through which are inserted two rows of ¼" plated silver 
metallic braid. Flat silver tassel on the front peak, extending to the end of the peak. Black velvet 
bow to conceal the end of the white overplume at the front. Leather sweat band. The right side of 

the chapeau to be plain. 

b. A chapeau made for California requirements may have two 1½" wide silver bands on the left 
side without any slashings of black gimp and an adjustable shell to fit all head sizes. 

 

2.  For Commanders and Past Commanders.  

a. Same style as for Sir Knight except the Cross on the rosette to be embroidered in gilt bullion 
No. 26 with solid rays of No. 26 and No. 27 bullion on the four corners. The gold braid through 
the black gimp on the left side to be ¼" gilt metallic braid and the tassel at the front to be gilt. 
b. A chapeau made for California requirements may have two 1½" wide gold bands on the left 

side without any slashings of black gimp and an adjustable shell to fit all head sizes. 
 

3. For Grand Commandery Officers.  

Same as for Commander and Past Commander, except for slashings on the left and right side, front and 
rear, to be 15 lignes (1½") wide gilt metallic braid and the rosette on the left side to be round in shape and 
4¾" in diameter and the edge of the black velvet center to be trimmed with gilt twist jaceron, and in the 
center of the black velvet a Templar Cross, size 2½" in breadth and height to be hand embroidered in gilt 
bullion with the field within the cross in red velvet and with a red rhinestone set in center enclosed 
within gilt bullion. Tassel the same as for Commanders and Past Commanders. 

 

4. For Past Grand Commanders  

Same as for Grand Officer except the field within the Templar Cross to be in purple velvet. 

 

Pershing Style, or military style black and/or white dress cap  

1. In lieu of the chapeau, the Grand Commandery adopts a “Pershing” or military style black 
and/or white dress cap; 

a. The “Perishing” style crown black or white dress cap shall be of the following description. 

b. The “black” military hat shall conform to the designs allowed in section 251of the Grand 
Encampment Status, pertaining to Subordinate Commanderies and section 248 pertaining to 
Grand Encampment with the following specifics. The band shall be of a pattern similar to the 
“slashing’s” allowed on a Chapeau consistent with the rank of the Sir Knight. 

c. A “Pershing” or military style black or white dress cap shall be of the following 

description. For Past Grand Commanders: military style dress cap with black or white top, 
black band, and black visor with one row of gold oak leaves and acorns, purple Templar Cross 
2 ¼ inches square, fixed to the front of the black band and a gold chin strap attached with 
gold buttons. For Grand Commander: Same as above except red Templar Cross. For Grand 
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Commandery officers: Same as above except plain black visor. For Commanders and Past 
Commanders: Same as above except with a 1 3/8 x 2- inch red Passion Cross trimmed in gold 
with rays. For all other Sir Knights: Same as above except using a red Passion Cross trimmed 
in silver with a silver chin strap attached with silver buttons. In addition, a white military 
dress hat may be worn with the “summer uniform” but only during the specified time allowed in 

the statutes. 

d. The “Pershing” or military style black dress hat is for Class A uniforms. In addition, a 
“Pershing” or military white dress hat may be worn with the “summer uniform” only during the 
specified time allowed in the statutes. Any and all alternative head cover shall conform to the 
designs allowed in Grand Encampment section 251 and 257 as adopted in 2015. 

e. Commanderies to remain in uniform and shall wear one style of hat with their uniforms. There 
will be no mixing of head gear by a Commandery. In addition, only the Chapeau may be worn by 
the officers conferring the Commandery Orders. 

 

References: 

§§248, 251, 257, G.E.; Status, (2012 edition). 

 

SECTION 507 SWORD 

For Officers and Sir Knights.  

A straight two-edged blade of proper length to assume the position of parade rest. White grip, 

straight guard, grip and guard to be ornamented with passion cross. The mountings to be of gold or 
silver according to rank. 

SECTION 508 SCABBARD 

For Officers and Sir Knights.  

To be of gold or silver according to rank and ornamented with a passion cross. 

Sword Belt 

For Officers of Grand Commandery, Past Grand Commanders and Past Commanders. 

Section 509. 

1. To be woven of gold wire and red silk, 1e" wide, with the colors in parallel stripes, four of gold and 

three of red, the gold stripes to be of equal width and the red stripes to be each 5/32 of an inch 
wide. The webbing to be mounted on a red leather belt, 1¾" wide. The belt to have three slings, one 
long and two short on which to hang the sword, each ¾" wide and mounted on red leather straps, f" 
wide. The slings to be of the same material as the webbing of the belt, with two equal stripes of gold 
and one of red, the red stripe to be 5/32 of an inch wide. The slings to be suspended by metal 

clasps from a leather strap fastened to the inside of the belt and each sling to have lengthening 
buckles and heavy swivels on the lower ends. On the left sling a sword hook similar to that on the 
belt of a U.S. Army officer, provided that belt of Past Grand Commanders shall have the stripes in 
purple silk instead of red. 

For All Sir Knights and Officers Below the Rank of Commander. 

1. To be of the same pattern and style as that of a Commander, but woven of silver wire and 

black silk, 1a" wide, with colors in parallel stripes, four of silver and three of black, the black 
stripes of equal width and the silver stripes each 5/32 of an inch wide, the webbing mounted on a 
black belt, 1¾" wide. The belt to have three slings, one long and two short on which to hang the 
sword, each ¾" wide and mounted on black leather straps, f" wide. The slings to be of the same 

material as the webbing of the belt, with two equal stripes of silver and one of black, the silver 
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stripes each 5/32 of an inch wide. The slings to be suspended by metal clasps from a leather 
strap fastened to the inside of the belt and each sling to have lengthening buckles and heavy 
swivels at the lower ends. 
 

Web Sling 

For New Short Coat Uniform. 

1. A black or white adjustable web sling, 1¾" wide with 2 detachable 9" black straps ¾" wide 
with swivel snaps to support the sword scabbard and an optional strap ¾" and 20½" long with a 
swivel snap to be attached to the belt of the web sling and third ring of the sword scabbard as an 
additional restraint to prevent the sword scabbard from striking a Sir Knight on the left knee or shin 

area of the left leg. This optional strap to be fitted approximately in the same manner as the third 
strap of the sword belt that is worn with the long coat. 
 

Section 510 Sword Belt Plate 

For Officers and Sir Knights. 

 

1. To be either gold or silver and similar in color to the metal of the sword belt. To be 
rectangular, two by three inches and with beveled edge; cross of red enamel in the center, 
appropriate to rank, surmounted by the motto: "In Hoc Signo Vinces", with letters in relief. The plate 
to be attached to the belt by the French fastening. A Commandery may adopt its coat of arms as 

the design on the belt plate, but the design of the sword belt for the Commander and Past 
Commanders of such Commandery must be the cross as worn by all Commanders and Past 
Commanders. 
 

Distinctions 

1. The term "gold" is understood to mean gilt or gold plate, and the term "silver" to mean white 
metal or silver plate. Sir Knights and Officers below the rank of Commander shall be silver; Officers 
of Grand Commandery, Commanders and Past Commanders, shall be gold. 
 

 

SECTION 511 CROSSES 

For Grand Commander, Past Grand Commanders and Officers of the Grand Commandery.  

 

1. A Templar cross of red, but when on cloth to be embroidered with gold of the following 

dimensions, outside measurement: for the sleeve of the coat, two inches in diameter; for the 
chapeau, 2c" in diameter; for the cap, two inches in diameter; for the sword belt plate, of red enamel 
and 1c" in diameter, provided that the crosses worn by Past Grand Commanders shall be purple 
enamel instead of red, except when on cloth. 
References: 

Templar cross, who may wear — §§241 (c) & 245, G.E. 
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For Commanders and Past Commanders.  

1. A passion cross of red, surmounted by rays placed perpendicularly, but when on cloth to be 
embroidered with gold and to have gold rays of the following dimensions, outside measurement: for 
the sleeves, two inches in height; for the chapeau, two by three inches; for the cap, 1½" by two 

inches; for the sword belt plate, of red enamel and f" by 1c". 

Decision:  

A Past Commander serving again in the line of his Commandery does not relinquish his Past 
Commander's epaulets, sleeve crosses, etc. Remensperger. G.C. 

For Sir Knights and Officers Below the Rank of Commander.  

1. A passion cross of red placed perpendicularly, but when on cloth to be embroidered with 
silver of the following dimensions, outside measurement: for the sleeves, two inches in height; for 
the sword belt plate, of red enamel and f" by 1c"; for the chapeau, two by three inches; for the cap, 

1c" by 2c". 
 

SECTION 512 SHOULDER STRAPS 

1. Such as are now or may hereafter be prescribed by the Statutes of Grand Encampment.  
This includes the use of shoulder straps for prelates and past prelates as described. 
2. Only Officers and Past Officers, specified in the Statutes of Grand Encampment, are entitled 

to shoulder straps. The rank of all other Officers is designated by the jewel of the station. 
3. When authorized for wear, shoulder straps will be centered on top of the shoulder, parallel 
with the seam of the sleeve, and ½" in toward the collar from the seam of the sleeve. 
 

References: 

Shoulder Straps — §§243–244 & 246, G.E. 

 

SECTION 513 

The regulation Templar Uniform is that prescribed in Sections 500-513 with black hose, black 
footwear etc., white shirt, black tie and gloves as specified in Section 505. 

1. A Sir Knight may wear the following types of black dress shoes or boots: 1) Plain black 
shoes with either hard or soft soles, or 2) Plain black boots without any metal adornment 
attached. 

2. A Sir Knight shall wear a white shirt or a white on white shirt. The shirt may be either short or 
long sleeve. The collar may be either standard or Oxford. 

3. A Sir Knight shall wear a black tie without any designs showing with the coat buttoned or 
while wearing the Cap and Mantle. 

4. A Prelate who is an ordained clergyman in the Christian Church may wear a white or black 
clerical shirt and collar with the Full Dress Templar Uniform or the Templar Informal 
Uniform. The shirt may be either short or long sleeve. 

 

SECTION 514 

In lieu of the regulation Templar uniform, the summer uniform, herein described, may be worn as 
an optional uniform. This uniform may only be used for the period beginning on April 15th and 
continuing through September 30th. A Commandery will make use of either this summer uniform, 
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the cap and mantle, or the regulation uniform when appearing in public, but may not appear 
attired as a group, using a combination (no mixing of uniforms). 

1. PANTS - plain; black. 
2. SHIRT - white; long or short sleeve; of military style with shoulder epaulets and two flap 

pockets, one on each breast.  Sleeve length must be uniform across the Commandery 

3. TIE - black, plain. 
4. SWORD and SCABBARD - as prescribed in Sections 507 and 508 of the Laws and 

Regulations of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of California. 
5. SWORD BELT - black belt and belt sling. 
6. JEWELS - the word “CALIFORNIA” in ½” or d” letters, either metal or bullion of 

appropriate color, shall be attached to the top of the left breast pocket flap with “clutch 
back” or similar fastener. The Grand Commandery of California hereby adopts a metal 
ribbon bar, to be worn ½” below the word “CALIFORNIA,” containing three panels 
surrounded by a silver line, each panel ½” high and 1" wide. The left panel shall have a 
miniature Red Cross jewel, the center panel a miniature Malta jewel and the right panel a 

Templar cross with Cross and Crown in the center. 
7. CROSSES - appropriate crosses will be worn on the shoulder straps (crosses that are worn as 

sleeve crosses are appropriate). 
8. CHAPEAU - standard Chapeau to conform to Section 506 of the Laws and Regulations of the 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of California. 9. GLOVES - all members 

will wear white gloves. 
9. Optional Head Cover -  The Optional Head Covering may be worn so long as all Sir 

Knights are wearing the same. 
 

CHAPTER II 

FATIGUE UNIFORM 

 

Section 516. 

 

Fatigue Coat 

For Sir Knights and Officers Below the Rank of Commander. 

 

1. To be open collar with lapel, single breasted, four-button front; to be cut sacque coat style 
semi-form fitting, back to be plain without vent. 

Four buttons to be black regulation Knights Templar metal buttons. 

Four patch pockets, upper breast pockets to have 1d" center plait; two lower plackets to be made 
without center plait; all four outside pockets to have flaps curved to point in center and buttoned 
down with small black Knights Templar buttons. 

The four front buttons and four pocket buttons to be embossed with cross and crown and motto. 

Choice of full or partially lined coat. One large inside breast pocket on right side, one small change 
pocket on lower left side. Coat to be worn over white shirt, having turn- down collar and using black 
four-in-hand tie. 

Ornamentation 

1. On each lapel shall be the insignia of rank, 1 inch in size. Across the flap of the upper left 

hand pocket shall be placed the word "CALIFORNIA" in ½” or d" letters. All ornamentation 
shall be in bullion of the appropriate color. 
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1. Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers, Commanders and Past Commanders MAY wear upon the 
Fatigue Coat loops similar to those used on the U.S. Army Officers' uniform, these loops to 
be of the same material as the coat, to be 1½" wide at the sleeve-seam and to be stitched on 
for a depth of two inches. From this attached 1½" by two inch rectangle the remainder of 
the loop shall taper to a rounded ¾" apex at the collar, this upper end to be secured by a 

metal button similar to the button on the breast pocket. The ornamentation shall consist of 

a one-inch cross appropriate to the rank of the wearer. The bottom of the cross to be ¾ of an 
inch from the sleeve-seam with the initials of rank in letters of the type and size used in the 
word "CALIFORNIA" as now displayed in the left breast of the Fatigue Coat. These initials to be 
placed beneath the cross in the rectangle. 

The same size and type of Cross shall be worn on the outside of the sleeves, centered between front 
crease and seam, 1½" from bottom sleeve. No ornamentation shall be worn on lapels. 

Fatigue Belt 

Section 517. 

An invisible belt will be worn with the fatigue coat, to be plain black leather 1¾" in width, with a 

metal buckle slide and hanger with two slings with swivels nine inches in length. 

Section 518. 

Fatigue Cap 

For Past Grand Commanders. 

 

1. Full Pershing style with top of black all wool tropical worsted. Band of 1½" wide black fast pile 
velvet ribbon, edged at top and bottom with ¼" wide No. 1962 gilt braid. Front strap of ½" wide gilt 
braid with ½" gilt K.T. buttons at sides. Black patent leather covered Pershing style visor, finished 
dark green on the under side. 

A Templar Cross, size 1¾" square, to be hand embroidered in gilt bullion with centers of purple 

velvet and with a purple rhinestone at the center intersection, to be placed on a piece of black cloth 
and appliqued in center at front and entirely above the band. 

 

For Grand Officers. 

1. Same as for Past Grand Commander, except the centers of the Templar Cross to be in red 

velvet and with a red rhinestone at the center of the intersection. 
 

For Commanders and Past Commanders. 

1. Same general style as for Past Grand Commander, except both top and band to be of all 

black wool tropical worsted. Band to be trimmed with two rows ¼" wide No. 1962 gilt braid, 
one at top and one at bottom and set 1d" apart. A Passion Cross, size 1½" high, 
embroidered in gilt bullion with solid rays and with center of cross in red velvet, to be 
placed on a piece of black cloth and appliqued in center at front and entirely above the 
band. 

 

For Sir Knights Below the Rank of Commander. 

1. Same general style as for Past Grand Commander, except both top and band to be of black all 
wool tropical worsted. Front strap of ½" wide No. 1962 silver braid with ½" nickel plated 
K.T. buttons at sides. A Passion Cross size 1½" high, embroidered in silver bullion with twist 

bullion across corners and with center in red velvet, to be placed on a piece of black cloth 
and appliqued in center at front and entirely above the band. 
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1. Commanders, Past Commanders and Sir Knights below the rank of Commander may 
continue to wear the fatigue caps heretofore specified to wit: 

 

For Commanders and Past Commanders. 

1. To be of black cloth, bell crowned with sloping visor; around the base of the cap band of gold 
lace, 1¼" wide; on each side a gold button, fastening a double gold cord, 3/16 of an inch in 
diameter; the cross on the front to correspond with the cross on the chapeau. 

 

For Sir Knights Below the Rank of Commander. 

1. To be of the same style and material as that worn by a Commander, the gold band to be 
omitted and in place of same a band of silver lace, 1¼" wide; on each side a silver button, 
fastening a double silver cord, 3/16 of an inch in diameter; the cross on the front to 
correspond with the cross on the chapeau. 

 

1. All caps to have a glazed cover for service in stormy weather. 
 

1. Any fatigue cap purchased from a manufacturer after April 26, 1963 shall be of a type 
specified in subdivisions 1, 2, 3 and 4 hereof. 

 

For Grand Commandery Officers. 

Section 519. 

The fatigue uniform of a Grand Commandery Officer shall conform to the basic requirements of 

Section 516, with appropriate insignia, ornamentation, as prescribed and according to rank. 

Decision: 

It is not obligatory that officers' shoulder straps be worn on fatigue uniforms. G.E. 1955, Dec. 25. 

Section 520. 

The Fatigue Uniform is that prescribed in Sections 516–518 with black trousers, black hose, black 
leather shoes and gloves and sword. If a Commandery adopts a fatigue coat as part of its uniform, 
the fatigue coat may be worn when the fatigue uniform is ordered. 

Section 521.   

SECTION 515 

1. All Commanderies within this Jurisdiction and all Sir Knights thereof, shall, wear one of the 
Regulation Templar Uniforms as set forth in Sec. 500–513 514 and as adopted by each 
Constituent Commandery, except as follows: California Commandery No. 1 may wear the 

uniform adopted by it in 1857 and Bakersfield Commandery may wear the Long Coat 
Uniform as described in the 2017 version of the Constitution. 

2. Drill Corps may wear a special uniform with accessories, as hereinafter provided. No other 
departure from the prescribed uniform shall be permitted. 

3. The provisions of this section shall not apply to a Sir Knight who does not own a Regulation 

Templar Uniform. 
4. A Commandery shall make use of either Class A Uniform, or Summer uniform, or fatigue 

uniform, or the cap and mantle uniform, but will not appear attired as a Commandery, using a 
combination of uniforms (no mixing of uniforms). 
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References: 

Drill Corps uniforms — §549. 

May appear in public in uniform when — §§214 & 216, G.E. 

 

Section 522.   

SECTION 516 

Every Commandery shall ensure that each Sir Knight participating as an Officer or Cast Member 
wears the approved necessary uniform with accessories at Full Form openings, Receptions, 
Installations and the conferring of the Order of the Temple. 

Reference: 

Commanderies must maintain unit or units in uniform — §62 (d), G.E. 

SECTION 523 

Appearance in public of Sir Knights Full Templar Uniform shall be governed by the following: 

1. Appearance in the Full Templar Uniform at funerals or religious services DOES NOT 
require Dispensation of the Grand Commander. 

2. Constituent Commanderies are granted Dispensation to Appear in Full Templar Uniform at 

any meeting or Formal Program sponsored by a Masonic or Quasi-Masonic organization. 
3. A Dispensation shall be required for Knights Templar to appear in Full Templar Uniform at 

Parades or other functions that are not sponsored by a Masonic or Quasi-Masonic 
organization. 

4. A request to appear at any function in Full Templar Uniform other than 1 and 2 above shall 

be submitted from the Commandery making the request, not from an individual officer or 
member. 

5. A request for Dispensation to appear in Full Templar Uniform, at other than 1 or 2 above 
shall be submitted to the Grand Commander through the Grand Recorder on the form 
prescribed by Grand Commandery at least fifteen (15) days prior to the Date of the event. 

6. When Templary is on display, it shall be the duty of the Captain General, or in the case of a 
drill team, the Drill Captain, to ensure that each Sir Knight appearing in Full Templar 
Uniform is properly clad in the prescribed uniform of the Commandery requesting the 
dispensation. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 
Gregg Hall, San Jose Commandery No. 10 
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Whereas the Grand Commandery of California has been balancing the budget by simply pulling out 

the required funds from the General investments, without concern to sound money management 

policies. 

And whereas that practice has resulted in depleting our reserve funds, 

And whereas our Money Management company tells us that if we continue on our current path that 
we will fully deplete our General Fund in 5-7 years. 

And whereas the officers of the Grand Commandery recognize the problem and have committed to a 
sound money management policy 

And whereas we want to show this commitment to the Sir Knights and ensure its continuation. 

Be it now resolved that the following be added to the Constitution. 

 

316 (A) 

 

The annual draw from the general investment account shall not exceed 4% of the 5 year rolling 
average for the purpose of budgeted expenses. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 
Gregg Hall, San Jose Commandery No. 10 

 

 

 

 


