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Most Excellent Companion Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH Grand 

High Priest Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Companions 

Winter is behind us and the bright days of Spring 2021 are here. April also means Grand Sessions are 
within view and much planning needs to be accomplished. 

Grand Chapter has 6 Resolutions pending. They are posted on the Registration page and also on the 
Grand Chapter website. While most deal with general housekeeping there is one that is very important 
and a long time in development. That is RESOLUTION 2021-01 PRINCE HALL GRAND CHAPTER 
RECOGNITION. Much contemplation and discussion when into this resolution -- all of it very positive. 
The Executive Committee are all very enthusiastic about it and we are certain each of you are also. The 
text you will notice recognizes specifically the Most Excellent Prince Hall Grand Chapter Holy Royal Arch 
Masons State of California and Jurisdiction, Inc. I have notified Most Excellent Dr. Donald Ware and he 

is most pleased and anxious. We can expect mutual recognition from them in the very near future. Please 
read over all the Resolutions and be ready for the discussions. 

Be sure to Register for all three sessions as soon as you can. It is very important to get those in as soon 
as possible. There will also be a Souvenir booklet much like last years was. Please have your Chapter 
consider an advertisement in the booklet. Those forms are also on the Registration pages. I want to 
acknowledge Excellent Companions Dave Glass, Rich Fonseca and Mark Harris for their diligence and 
unstinting perseverance. Thanks to each of you. 

Sharon and I have completed our COVID vaccinations and even passed the 2-week waiting period. I hope 
each of you and your families are well. 

Fraternally, 

Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH 
166th Grand High Priest 
Royal Arch Masons of California 
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Companions,  

March. The one-year anniversary of this Pandemic that has severely restricted our ability to meet in 
person and face to face. What a year it has been! But during these restrictions Royal Arch Masonry in 
California has retained its vitality and found new ways to meet, how to conduct our Chapter Business, 
elect and install officers and plan for our future. The only thing we have not been able to do is practice 
our beautiful ritual, accept new candidates and show those new members what Royal Arch truly is and 
why it is essential for every Master Mason to explore the Royal Arch and learn the completion of the Blue 
Lodge degrees. 

One highlight of the past month is that Atlas Chapter was Instituted on Feb 15. That new Chapter is first 
one to be created since Siminoff Chapter at Union City. Atlas Chapter will hold its meetings in the new 
Lodge room at Grand Lodge. The officers there have a vision to make it a very unique Chapter. I am so 
excited to see that Chapter constituted and in operation. The officers Instituted are Excellent Companion 
Jordan T. Yelinek as the first High Priest, Companion Chris Trueblood as the first King, and Companion 
Jeffery M. Wilkins as the first Scribe. Please congratulate them when you have occasion to do so. 

So, what’s next. In my eyes is the most important thing the Chapters and York Rite Bodies can do now is 
begin your plans for reopening. While we don’t know when or how soon, we must start our preparations 
now. Most Worshipful Weiss and his officers are working on their recommendations. We must be ready 
for that day. 

Membership is still the key! Grand Chapter loses approximately 400 members a year, through attrition, 
people moving out of State, health issues and even death. You have all heard me talk about involvement 
in our Blue Lodges over the years. That needs to continue. Education as to what the Royal Arch is and its 
importance to every Master Mason is paramount! Let us verify our Ritual Teams and fill the Cast 
openings. Don’t be afraid to innovate. Contact your Department Grand officers, your Deputy Grand 
Lecturers and your Inspectors with your ideas and include them in your plans. 

As most of you are aware, our Grand York Rite Sessions will be Virtual. Grand Council holds theirs May 
8th. Grand Commandery May 15th and Grand Chapter on May 22nd. Please be sure to watch for the 
registration forms. 

See you down the Road! 

Fraternally, 

Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH 
166th Grand High Priest 
Royal Arch Masons of California 
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Companions, 

 
This past year brought the Summer’s heat and drought and its severe consequences and now it seems 
this Winter’s cold and wet feels the same in the opposite extreme. But I have grown to love California, for 
we live in such a beautiful part of the United States. Spring really is on the way. I can confirm that by 
simply walking out in the yard and seeing the weeds taking advantage of the wet soil and the wind 
scattering their seeds willy-nilly and securing a hold where so ever they land.  
 
Most of the Chapters have completed their Election of Officers and installed the same in January. I have 
been very fortunate to have been asked to either participate in the Installations or simply sit in and 
observe. San Luis Chapter No. 62 had several fellow Royal Arch Companions from Australia attend with 
RE Colin Prout doing a great job as Installing Officer. Here in San Diego County two of our Chapters, 
Tyre and Triangle consolidated in 2020 then chose to rename their combined Chapter. Its new name is 
“Jerald Wohlfarth Chapter No 130”. A great Installation and a time to honor one who did so very much in 
keeping Royal Arch Masonry vital in California and the United States.  
Grand Sessions will again be virtual, as all three of our York Rite Bodies have realized in order to keep 
York Rite active and moving forward, this is the best way to stay in touch with our Companions and Sir 
Knights. Each of the individual bodies will hold their Grand Sessions on separate Saturdays in May. 
Detailed information will follow shortly. As ours will be virtual, we will again not be able to hold a Past 
High Priest degree. That means Grand Sessions in 2022 will have very large class. I look forward to 
participating in that one!  
 
As I have said in the past, the Royal Arch degrees are very important to Masonry in general. Our degrees, 
as each of you know and hold close to your heart, are vital to a Master Masons journey. I implore each of 
you to pull out your ritual! Now is the time to sharpen your ritual work. The day is coming, sooner than 
we probably realize, when we will again be able to meet and to talk to newly made Master Masons, one on 
one, about the questions they have. Let them know the Royal Arch has those answers. Once we can meet 
in person, we can hold our degree practices. Think about what has worked in the past and also what 
could be improved upon. Schedule ZOOM Meetings to discuss the mechanics of degree team. No Ritual 
discussed of course!! How can your Chapter get the Mark degree done early and often, along with the 
Past Master? Have those petitions ready and get them signed up early after the Mark degree. Then you 
can hold a PM degree shortly thereafter. Innovate! Discuss with your Inspector and your DGL and your 
DGO. Royal Arch Masonry is alive and well in California.  
 
Be Well and be Safe. Wear those masks properly. Get the vaccination as soon as they are available in 
your area. Happy Valentine’s Day to all our Royal Arch Ladies! 

See you down the road. 

Fraternally, 

Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH 
166th Grand High Priest 
Royal Arch Masons of California 
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Most Illustrious Companion Robert Morrison, KYGCH Grand 

Master Grand Council Cryptic Masons California 

Dear Companions All, 

I would like to say thank you to all our Brothers, Companions, and Sir Knights that have taken the 
time to step forward and receive the Covid-19 vaccination. My Lady Pauline and I have received the 
first and second shots with no lingering side effects.  I do understand the right of many individuals to 
say no to getting this shot because of a variety of reasons. It is a personal decision and each of us 
must decide what is best for them. The pandemic is far from over, but we may have seen the worst of 
it and things are getting better. Masks are still required to enter most business establishments, 
doctor’s offices, and other public buildings even after having received the vaccinations. I would hope 
that as more people are vaccinated many of the current restrictions will be done away with. The 
closure of public parks and many other outside places over the past year made no sense to me while 
allowing crowds to congregate for protests and other non-essential activities. Going forward from 
here, please keep yourself and families safe from all sorts of troubles and health issues.  

Speaking of health issues, I am happy to report that our own Deputy Grand Master Peter Champion is 
out of the hospital and now in a care facility recovering from a series of strokes suffered last month. I 
have spoken with both he and his Lady Jan and they are doing fine. RIC Peter is going forward with 
plans to be installed as the 161st Grand Master of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of California. 
His physical abilities and speech are somewhat limited at the present time and he tires easily, but his 
spirits are up, and he has attended the Department Grand Officer meetings we have been holding to 
plan for Grand Sessions and the 2021 Cryptic year. Our Deputy Grand Master is receiving phone calls 
and enjoys the cards and well wishes of all our Masonic family. RIC Peter knows that his recovery will 
not be complete by the time we hold Grand Sessions in May but with the help of the Grand Officers he 
will be the next Grand Master for the Grand Council. RIC Guy Chalmers will assume the duties that RIC 
Peter will not be able to perform. That is how our Grand family operates. 

The Grand York Rite office has sent out all the resolutions to be considered for the Grand Chapter, 
Grand Council, and Grand Commandery. The resolutions for the Grand Council are the same ones that 
were tabled at the 2020 Grand Sessions. Resolution 2020-1 is a request to increase the per-capita 
from $18.00 to $21.00. This is a very modest increase request, yet I have received several calls from 
Companions that feel our Councils are already at the breaking point for per-capita. The Grand Council 
officers voted to return Life-membership funds at a 7% rate to ease the financial burden. The Life-
membership fund did not earn 7% so we are cutting into the principal of this fund to help our 
constituent Councils. It is a fact of life that costs and expenses rise nearly every year, but please know 
that your Grand Council has made every effort to keep costs down. The Grand Office staff took a 
voluntary 20% pay cut this last year which has yet to be restored. Many other cost-cutting measures 
also were implemented yet we still operate in a negative manner. I hope that in the future we can 
avoid asking for more money to operate, but that scenario can only happen if we increase 
membership, especially in our financially troubled Councils. The Department Grand officers along with 
the ritual Staff, are ready, willing, and able to assist your Council in many ways. Please reach out them 
because they are there to serve you. 

For second year is a row, Grand Sessions will be a virtual event rather than normal in person 
Assembly. On Saturday, May 8, 2021 Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of California will convene in a 
virtual format beginning at 10:00 AM. This morning session will be for business portion and election of 
officers for the Grand Assembly. In afternoon we will have the awards ceremony and Installation of 
Officers. Registration for this event is now available and should be completed by all that wish to 
attend as soon as possible. My final article for the Sword and Trowel as your Grand Master of Cryptic 
Masons will be next month. My intention is to recap the 2020/21 Cryptic year and recognize those that 
made this year so special to me. There is no way that I will remember everyone that made this 
masonic journey possible because it took every mason in California to make this work for me, so 
please forgive me if I fail to recognize someone in my farewell news article. So, until next month… 

Below is the history of the Grand Council per-capita increases: 

• April 27, 2004 - Resolution 2004-2 raised per capita from $7 to $9, 
• April 30, 2008 - Resolution 2008-1 extended $1 Special Assessment to 2017, 
• April 30, 2008 - Resolution 2008-2 raised per capita from $9 to $12, and 
• May 18, 2015 - Resolution 2014-2 discontinued $1 Special Assessment & raised per capita to $15. 
Robert Morrison and First Lady Pauline 

For now, please live smart and stay safe and we will survive these troubled times. 
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Dear Companions All, 

The biggest news of the day is that vaccines are beginning to be distributed and administered. 

The rollout of the vaccines seems to be progressing rather slowly but when the enormity of the 
entire project is considered, we can understand that problems will arise and will have to be dealt 

with. I am happy to report that Lady Pauline and I have received both the first and second 
inoculation for the Corona Virus. You would think that after being inoculated for this virus that 
life would return to normal. Such is not the case. We still must wear a masked to enter a store 

or the doctor’s office. We are not allowed to dine out inside of a restaurant or attend church or 
hold normal fraternal relations with all our brothers and sisters. Normal fraternal relations are 

the topic I would like to discuss in this issue of the Sword and Trowel.  

Going forward after Covid-19 what will normal relations look like for all our masonic 
organizations. Masons were forced to find alternative methods of communicating following the 

March 2020 directive by Most Worshipful Grand Master John Trauner which eliminated face to 
face meetings for all masonic functions. At the time we were led to believe that this order to 
cease all masonic meetings would be a short-lived directive and normal relations would soon 

begin. Jump forward one year and we are still waiting for word that social organizations may 
resume meetings and gatherings. No definitive word has come down as to when we can resume 

normal activities so where do we go from here. I firmly believe that now that “the genie is out of 
the bottle” we will never fully return to normal. Every meeting I have attended, you hear 
someone say, I am really tired of all these “Zoom” meetings. At the same time during that same 

meeting, you see people that have not attended a function in a long time. Some members have 
moved out of the area and to travel such a long distance to attend some masonic meeting is out 
of the question, but through the miracle of electronic communications, there they are. Many of 

our more seasoned members are no longer comfortable to drive at night or drive at all and find 
the are unable to attend but once again with the help of a smart phone, tablet, or computer 

there they are. We know that not all our members have embraced technology and are not willing 
to spend the money required to get in touch with the web or internet, but I know that with some 
encouragement and a bit of training they too can be “surfing the web” in no time. We train for 

everything else so why not electronic communications? I would go so far as to say that before 
long lodges and other bodies will actually purchase electronic devices and distribute them to 

members that they may stay in contact. I do not have any crystal ball or any other fortune 
telling devices, but the way of the future is certainly clear. Technology is here to stay, and we 
will not be able to stop or eliminate it so my advice would be, let us embrace it for all its worth. 

Robert Morrison and First Lady Pauline 

For now, please live smart and stay safe and we will survive these troubled times. 
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Dear Companions All, 

Thank you to all the Councils that held their annual installation of officers and congratulations to all the 
officers that took up new stations within those Councils. I know how difficult it must have been for the 
ritual staff and new officers to get qualified without being able to assemble for practices. We can all hope 
that 2021 is a year that we are able to assemble and hold regular meetings, but for the near future we 
will suffer more of the same. This is the first year that I can remember that I didn’t have to travel all over 
Northern California attending York Rite installations. I must say that I really missed not being able to 
install any York Rite body for this current year. All the Chapters, Councils, and Commanderies that I 
normally would install opted to retain the same officers for this current year. The information I have 
received is that things will start to open up come this fall. We can only hope that the vaccines that are 
being distributed now will be effective and enable all of us to return to normal. Enough about the 
Pandemic and Covid-19. 

 Last month I mentioned that all our Councils should be working on getting ready to once again 
hold regular Assemblies and put on the Royal and Select Master degrees. From now until the end of 
summer each Council should assign parts to cast members and encourage these members to be 
proficient in those parts. We have many wonderful ritualists among our ranks, and you shouldn’t be 
afraid to approach these members and put together the best possible degree team for the benefit of the 
candidates. Shrinking numbers in all our bodies demand that we do everything in our power to reverse 
this trend and attract new members. This can be done by producing a product that will entertain and 
inspire new members. I caution all our Councils to not wait until we are once again allowed to meet 
before starting to practice degree ritual. September would be a great time to schedule degrees for new 
candidates and have a degree team standing by ready to put on those degrees. Officer’s coaches and 
ritual staff can begin to form these degree teams so we will be ready to act when the time comes. 

 Grand Council Sessions has set Saturday May 8, 2021 as the date for this year’s Grand Sessions. 
Originally May 17, 2021 was the date for Grand Council to hold its meeting but that was changed when 
the Grand Commandery changed their meeting date. The Grand Council meeting will begin at 10:00 AM 
in a Virtual format, the same as last year. The idea of holding the Grand Sessions on a Saturday was to 
give those Companions that work during the week a chance to attend without having to take time off. I 
am sorry to inform you that once again this year, there will not be any Order of the High Priesthood or 
Thrice Illustrious Master degrees at Grand Sessions. Restrictions being what they are, it is impossible to 
provide these degrees. More information about Grand Sessions will be forthcoming over the next few 
months.  

 In closing I would like to say, stay safe and keep a positive attitude during these trying times. We 
all wish for a return to normalcy and it will come. Please know that your Grand Officers and Ritual Staff 
have met regularly and have planned many ways for our Councils to stay engaged.   

For now, please live smart and stay safe and we will survive these troubled times. 
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Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez, Right Eminent Grand Commander, 

Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies, 

Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it shall be given you; Seek, and ye shall find; Knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you" Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies, “Stated Conclave of the Grand Commandery”, aka-changing of the 
guards-is set for May 15, 2021. It has been finalized. For everyone’s information this year’s Stated 
Conclave of the Grand Commandery will be virtual. But although virtual, the plan was to set it up as if 
we are doing it in the old-fashioned way, that we were used to, face-to-face. With the sessions being 
virtual, we will be missing all the fun part like, meeting and connecting with old friends, meeting new 
ones, the grand banquet, the family dinners. Unfortunately, we are still in the COVID pandemic bubble 
so virtual meeting is the best we can do to be in compliance with all the restrictions and more 
importantly to protect our family and our Brethren. Sir Knights and Companions the vaccine has been 
made available in many locations, don’t hesitate anymore, get it as soon as it is available to you. The 
Grand Council session will be held on May 8th and the Grand Chapter on May 22nd, 2021. Information 
for registration is available at the Grand York Rite Website. Advance registration is required to attend the 
sessions. Register as early as possible. Zoom virtual session training is available at the website, if 
needed. Upon submitting your registration, you will receive the link to the zoom meeting. Please 
remember to save the meeting link, meeting ID and Passcode just in case you need it. The meeting link 
that you will receive is unique to you to attend the meeting. This link will not work if shared with others. 
This month of April is also the month when we observe the most glorious day of being a Christian Knight. 
Easter is defined as the most important and oldest festival of the Christian Church celebrating the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This festival is held between March 21 and April 25, on the first Sunday 
after the first full moon following the northern spring equinox. Easter Observance is one of the 
mandatory observances where all Christian Knights must attend and celebrate. I am very proud to 
announce that this was the first time Easter Observance was celebrated statewide, although virtual, it 
was very well attended. I would like to Congratulate the Ritual and Tactics Committee for the hard work 
in setting it up. Well done!! I hope that future Easter Observances will continue to be a statewide 
celebration both virtually and in-person. Sir Knights, this maybe my final message for my year so before 
closing, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to every Sir Knights in California for the friendship, 
support and words of advice and wisdom that helped me to get through this very challenging year. 2020 
was really not the year what I expected but I hope I did the best I can do, given the restrictions and 
limitations of this unprecedented situation. May God continue to bless us all and always keep us safe 
and healthy. In Unity, Cirilo Marquez Grand Commander 

In Unity,  

 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez 
162nd Right Eminent Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

My Motto: “Together=Success, Small is Huge” 

 

  



 

April 2021    Volume 21 No. 2     Page 11 of 47 

Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies, 

Time really flies, my year as Grand Commander is almost at the homestretch, close to the finish line. But 
up until this time have not seen the light at the end of the tunnel. We were kept in the dark all year 
waiting for the time to be out and do what we used to do, attending stated conclaves, meeting face-to-face 
with the sir knights, the fellowship, the parking lot chat after the meeting. These fun things were taken 
away from us as the whole year has been very challenging, unprecedented. This is a year we pray will 
never happen again. March is the month when the Grand Officers of the Grand York Rite Bodies convene 
to start planning for the Annual Grand Sessions held in May of every year. This year, because of COVID-
19, the Conference will be done virtually through your computer, cell phone or iPad and in the comfort of 
your favorite spot in your own home. The Conference for the Grand Commandery Officers is scheduled 
earlier than the traditional scheduled date, since virtual anyway. By the time of writing this message, the 
meeting has not happened yet, but I can assure the sir knights that every item in the agenda will be 
looked at carefully and will be completed as planned. The Grand Officers of the three bodies, the Grand 
Chapter, the Grand Council and the Grand Commandery will be ready to shake off all the not-so-good 
things that happened in the past year. New Year in March?? Traditionally New Year is celebrated on the 
first day of the first month of the year, right? Well, in the early Roman Calendar, March (or Martius) was 
the first month, as March brought the first day of spring with the Vernal Equinox, it was the start of the 
“New Beginnings”. We used to make our personal resolutions or goals for the new year, planning for a 
better year. I considered the month of March as the new year for the Grand York Rite Bodies because 
that is when planning for a better year begins. The Grand Officers of the three bodies, the Grand 
Chapter, the Grand Council and Grand Commandery traditionally meet in March, where planning for the 
future Grand Sessions take place. The place, date, program of events, annual banquets, nominations for 
awards and presenting resolutions takes place in March. When submitting resolutions, our Constitution 
and By-Laws requires 60 days and should be on the proper forms to be received and considered for 
ratifications during the Grand Sessions. Therefore, it is important that if any Commanderies have 
resolutions and nominations for awards they should be submitted as early as possible. Sir Knights, I 
read a poem from the “Messages of Hope Blog” which I like, although a bit old but still want to share and 
hope you will like it too. The title is “2020” and it goes like this: 2020 hasn’t been like what we expected; 
but we’ve found ways to stay connected. Hug your kids and enjoy the outdoors; worry less about the very 
small chores. Things will get better because they usually do; enjoy what you love and learn something 
new. Don’t forget to pray and always be kind; try to stay positive and learn to unwind. The story has been 
written, good wins in the end; prayers for all my family and friends. -Craig Alter, Mercy Health Marketing 
Manager. 

In Unity,  

 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez 
162nd Right Eminent Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

My Motto: “Together=Success, Small is Huge” 
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Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies,  

2021 it is!!It’s here. We all know that at this time of the year, outside of Covid-19, preparations 
for the Grand Sessions are already in place. The York Rite Website has already been populated 
with all the necessary forms for Registration, Reservations etc. Unfortunately, Sir Knights and 
Companions, with the news of the surge in number of people tested positive of Covid -19, which is 
worst that when it first breakout, virtual technology will continue to be the means moving forward 
in managing our meeting, events and for reaching out to Sir Knights wheresoever dispersed. The 
York Rite Grand Sessions scheduled in May is too close to call to become an in-person sessions, 
desired but may not happen. The preparation time is not enough even taking into consideration 
the Vaccine being rolled out now and all restrictions lifted. Plan B, which is the virtual version of 
the Grand Sessions is the best option to be considered and hopefully be decided upon and 
finalized soon. I hope that by the time you receive this message, the decision for the Grand 
Session to be virtual is finalized and planning has started. The Grand Commandery realizing the 
complexities of setting up a virtual session is on the lookout for Sir Knights who have gained 
expertise in setting and running a secured and hacker proof virtual meeting. This is also the time 
of the year the newly installed Officers, assuming most of our local Commanderies have already 
been installed, are ready to roll out and implement the goals and plans for the year. The budget 
for the year must have also been voted on and approved. Busy is the keyword for the newly 
installed officers who have passed the Officer’s Qualifications, they are now ready to perform their 
duties to show a smooth opening and closing a virtual or even a regular in-person meeting. 
Virtually however, I would recommend the opening and closing to be done through memory and 
simulating the corresponding floor work for each station. This is one way to learn and virtually 
experienced the required movement even in a face-to-face opening and closing. Your Inspector or 
any of the senior members of your Commandery will always be available to help and assist and to 
answer any of your questions regarding floor work. I would appreciate the senior Sir Knights of a 
Commandery to be a big brother not only to the newly installed officers but also to the newly 
knighted Sir Knights to aid and assist in the performance of their duties and responsibilities. 
February is the month of “Love”, Feb 14th is the feast day of Saint Valentine; the celebration of 
love and affection. The word “love” appears hundreds of times in the Bible, 310 times in the King 
James Bible, 348 times in the New American Standard Bible, 551 times in the New International 
Version and 538 times in the New Revised Standard Version, clearly because “God is Love”. 1John 

4:7-12- “Beloved, Let us love one another: for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born 
of God and knows God” Sir knights our ladies deserve the best on this special day, the day to 
renew and strengthened our love and affection and to thank them for supporting and allowing us 
to do what we do as Masons. 

In Unity,  

 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez 
162nd Right Eminent Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

My Motto: “Together=Success, Small is Huge” 

  



 

April 2021    Volume 21 No. 2     Page 13 of 47 

Resolutions 

RESOLUTION 2021-01 PRINCE HALL GRAND CHAPTER  

RECOGNITION 
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RESOLUTION 2021-02  
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RESOLUTION 2021-03  
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RESOLUTION 2021-04  
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RESOLUTION 2021-05  

 



 

April 2021    Volume 21 No. 2     Page 18 of 47 

 

  



 

April 2021    Volume 21 No. 2     Page 19 of 47 

RESOLUTION 2021-06 
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RESOLUTION 2020-01 
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RESOLUTION 2020-02 
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RESOLUTION 2020-03 

 



 

April 2021    Volume 21 No. 2     Page 23 of 47 

 



 

April 2021    Volume 21 No. 2     Page 24 of 47 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION FOR GRAND COMMANDERY 2021  
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION FOR GRAND COMMANDERY 2021 2  

 

RESOLUTION 2021-03  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020–01  
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RESOULTION NO. 2020-02   
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020–03  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-04   

 

 

 



 

April 2021    Volume 21 No. 2     Page 30 of 47 

Secretary Essential’s-Chapter 
Secretaries new and old: near the end of this newsletter you will find a two-page document that 
serves as guidelines for Secretaries and Recorders – especially new ones.  
Another good source of information for the Secretary can be found in the Grand Chapter Forms 
and Documents folder, called Chapter Secretary Desktop Procedures, at:  
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter 

Forms and Documents you will need are located at the Grand York Rite website, which is: 
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org  

Scroll down and click on "York Rite Forms and Documents." Then click on the appropriate logo. A 
window opens where you enter the userid, which is "cagyr" and the password, which is "brio" 

Scroll down to Officers Manual, which has information for the Secretary, and print that out. Many 
concepts in the Grand Chapter manual are relevant to the Councils and Commanderies. 

Priorities are as follows: 

1. Dues Collection – You should send out dues notices no later than October, with payments from 
members due by December 31st. 

2. Membership control -- Especially important is the very last item, “Royal Arch Monthly Report.” This 
is relevant to you as a Secretary/Recorder if you do not yet have a userid for access to MMS – Masonic 
Membership Solutions. If you fill the paper report out each month, whenever you encounter changes to 
the membership, you will find it much easier at the end of the year to produce the year-end report, which 
is used to compute the amount of per capita the Chapter needs to pay. That payment is due by Jan 15th 
each year. Important changes to your membership include new members, demits, remits and deaths. 
Maintain e-mail addresses for members and you can easily then forward the monthly newsletter, The 
WORKMAN, to them. 

3. Do not cavalierly suspend members for non-payment of dues. There is a Constitutional process that 
should be followed rigorously in order that members, who may have moved and not received your dues 
notice, are treated fairly. See the following sections of the relevant Constitution in order to learn about 
this process: 

Chapter: See Section 201 in the Constitution 
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.
pdf   

Council: See Section 30-10 in the Constitution  
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1
.pdf  

Commandery: See Section 347 in the Constitution 
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%2
02018%20Rev1.pdf  

4. Per Capita -- The Per Capita payment, due each Jan 15th, does not require action by the Chapter to 
be paid. You will need good, up-to-date end-of-year number of active members that is crucial for us when 
we compute your per capita payment. Without good data you will most likely overpay your per capita 
requirement. It is sensible to begin your process near the end of the CY, as soon as possible. It is also 
sensible, if you have access to the Grand Lodge database, to check each member to see if they are still 
alive. But most important is getting a userid to utilize MMS. 

5. Insurance -- The Insurance payment, due each July 15th, does not require action by the Chapter, 

Council or Commandery to be paid. You will be billed for the payment by the Grand Secretary-Recorder. 

6. Lodge Book of Marks – Maintain this up-to-date, or perhaps arrange for a PHP to take on the 
responsibility of maintaining. 

7. Minutes – Take good minutes, but don’t over-do it by trying to capture everything that is said. Focus 
on having a clear representation of motions made and the vote count by which they passed or failed. In 
addition to keeping petitions in a separate file, it is good practice to replicate the basic petitioner 
information in the minutes. It is also a good practice to keep the names of attendees at each meeting in 
the minutes. If conferring a degree, keep a copy of the cast members and the candidate(s). Also, please 
send the candidate class names to the Grand Secretary. 

8. Grand Sessions – Before the April meeting, remind the Dais officers they are responsible to attend, 
and arrange a stipend if your Chapter, Council or Commandery can afford it. Remind members who 
expect to attend to be sure to take their dues cards. If Dais Officers of the Chapter and Council cannot 
attend, they may issue a proxy, or they may elect a representative. This is true also for Commanderies, 
whose members cannot issue proxies. The appropriate forms can be obtained on the Grand York Rite 
website: Scroll to "Elected Representative and Proxy Credentials." 

9. Order of High Priesthood – Be sure the current HP and PHPs know they are eligible to receive this 
Order. In fact, it is a Constitutional requirement! Share the petition with them and send to the Grand 
Secretary. This requirement does not appear to be true for the Thrice Illustrious Master Degree or the 
Past Commander’s Association. Petitions for all three bodies are available at the secure website. 

http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
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Recorders Essentials-Council 

Forms & Documents: located at Grand York Rite website: Grand York Rite of California.  

Click on "Special Documents.” 

Click on Grand Council Documents (In white).  You will be presented with a screen (links):  

• Grand Council COVID-19 Response 

• Council Budget 

• Council "pdf" Forms (fillable) Please use these pdf forms and if you find any errors, please notify 

web master as to error. 

• Council Proceedings 

• Council Questionnaires for Dias Officers 

• Council Resolutions 

• Close Full Form Cryptic Masons 

Illustrious Master of the Year - Report Card 
Thrice Illustrious Masters Petition 
Elected Representative Proxy Credentials 
Elected Representatives Credential 
2019 Grand Sessions Results 

• 2020 Ample Form Usage by ADR & Inspectors 

2020 Election Procedures  

1. Dues Collection: You should send out dues’ notices no later than October, with payments from members due by 

December 31st.   MMS Database is used by Grand Recorder for per-capita billing to each Council of Cryptic 

Masons, with data updated by December 31. 

2. Membership control:  MMS Database is used to compute amount of per capita Council needs to pay.  Billing is 

accomplished by Grand Recorder & payment is due by Jan 15th each year. Important changes to your membership 
include new members, demits, remits & deaths. Maintain e-mail addresses for members & you can easily then 

forward monthly newsletter, Workman (Royal Arch Masons) & Sword & Trowel (Cryptic Masons) to them.  

3. Do not cavalierly suspend members for non-payment of dues. There is a Constitutional process that should be 

followed rigorously in order that members, who may have moved & not received your dues notice, are treated fairly. 

See following sections of relevant Constitution in order to learn about this process:  

Section 30-10. SUSPENSION FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES. 

1. Any member whose dues & assessments are unpaid for a period of 12 months may be considered for 

suspension. 

2. Prior to such suspension, Recorder, at first Stated Assembly following first day of August of each year, 

shall furnish to Illustrious Master a list of members who have not paid current dues & assessments. Such 

members, if possible, shall be personally contacted with reference thereto by Illustrious Master, Deputy 
Master, Principal Conductor of Work or member appointed for this purpose, who shall report thereupon at 

next Stated Assembly.  

3. Members who have not paid current year's dues & assessments by  last day of October, & for whom 

remission of dues has not been recommended by  Illustrious Master, shall be notified by Recorder under  

seal of  Council by first class mail to his last known address that either his dues for current year be paid or 
cause shown for such failure or he may be subjected to suspension by  Council at  last Stated Assembly of  

year.  Council may, by vote, suspend such members effective 31st day of December, provided their dues 

have not been received & no action has been taken to remit dues for that cause.  

4. Per Capita: Per-capita is billed to each Council by Grand Recorder.  Per Capita payment, due each Jan 15th, 

does not require action by Council to be paid.  

5. Insurance: You will be billed for Insurance payment by Grand Secretary-Recorder.  Insurance payment, due 

each July 15th, does not require action by Chapter, Council or Commandery to be paid.  

6. Minutes: Take good minutes, but don’t over-do it by trying to capture everything that is said. Focus on having a 

clear representation of motions made & vote count by which they passed or failed. In addition to keeping petitions 

in a separate file, it is good practice to replicate basic petitioner information in minutes. It is also a good practice to 

keep names of attendees at each meeting in minutes. If conferring a degree, keep a copy of cast members & 

candidate(s).  

7. Grand Sessions: Before April meeting, remind Dais officers they are responsible to attend, & arrange a stipend if 

your Chapter, Council or Commandery can afford it. Remind members who expect to attend to be sure to take their 

dues cards. If Dais Officers cannot attend, they may issue a proxy, or they may elect a representative. This is true 

also for Commanderies, whose members cannot issue proxies. Appropriate forms can be obtained on Grand York 

Rite website: Scroll to "Elected Representative & Proxy Credentials."  

8. Grand Council of Thrice Illustrious Masters of California: Be sure current Illustrious Master & Illustrious 

Past Masters’ know they are eligible to receive this Order. Share petition with them & send to Grand Recorder.   

Petitions for all three bodies are available at website.  

https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/General_Order_Re_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council_budget.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council_pdf_forms.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council_proceedings.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council_questionaires.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council_resolutions.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/Close_Full_Form.pdf
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/Email_Blast_06-28-19.pdf
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/TIM_Petition.pdf
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/Proxy_Credential.pdf
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/Elected_Representative_Credential.pdf
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/RESULTS_2019_Grand_Council.pdf
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/Ample_Form_ADR_Inspectors_Council.pdf
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/pdf/Election_Procedures_2020.pdf
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Scholarships  
 

Companions, your children, grandchildren, & for some, great-grandchildren may receive financial help 
for attending school. After opening up Scholarship Center website, have them go to bottom of page & find 
the Scholarship Manual in (PDF format – 450KB) to download. 

There they will find instructions for filling out the forms.   

This is the link which will take you to the public Grand Lodge web page on scholarships. All the 
information you need should be right there.  This is a complete manual that you can download that talk 
about all of the scholarships available from the California Masonic Foundation as well as the Scottish 
Rite, York Rite, Eastern Star, High Twelve, DeMolay, Job’s Daughters, & Rainbow for Girls.   

For information about Royal Arch Scholarships go to the following website: Scholarship Fund or at  
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html  
  
The Masonic Family has a large number of scholarships available to our youth, but how many of those in 
need of assistance really “KNOW” they are available? 

California Royal Arch $1,000 Scholarship requirements: 

• A member of the Masonic Family (ie: Rainbow, Jobs Daughter or Demolay) 

• A US Citizen 

• A California Resident 

• A 3.0 Grade Point Average 

• Enrolled or Accepted at an Educational Institution 

Deadline to apply for Scholarship Program is explained on Scholarship Fund or at 
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html. Scholarship requirements will remain the 
same. Early submissions can be forwarded to the Office of the Grand Chapter Secretary at 

Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons 
Attn: Grand Secretary 

1123 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814  
Telephone: (562) 924-6500 x 1123  
E-mail: sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org. 
 
Once chosen, the award of $1,000 is renewable for a total of 4 years, as long as the requirements are 
maintained. Do you know a Rainbow Girl, Job’s Daughter or DeMolay that could benefit by knowing this 
information? What are you waiting for – make that call! Note above that no DeMolay received an award 
this year. If you know a qualified DeMolay, please bring this information to his attention. 

  

http://www.freemason.org/scholarshipCenter/index.htm
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
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Grand York Rite Guide Lines for Virtual Receptions 
Guidelines for a VIRTUAL 3/4-Way Reception: How to do it well! 

Host must arrange, develop the Virtual invitation and distribute to all guests. 

Expected dress: Appropriate Jackets, Term ties, lapel pins, Collar and Jewel. Communicate this in the 
invitation! 

Prepare the agenda and distribute with the invitation electronically at least 1 week prior to the Actual 
Meeting date. 

Meeting Host check waiting room for virtual admission and verification of guests. Plan at least 30 
minutes prior to the beginning of the Reception. 

Master of Ceremonies – Welcome and statement of purpose for the reception. 

Honorary Chaplain - INVOCATION – No altar or Bible is required for the reception! 

Designated Officer - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE OR National Anthem (Ensure that you have a picture of 
the flag of our country with 50 stars that can be displayed onscreen!) 

Master of Ceremonies or his Designated Officer introduces non-Grand York Rite Officers in attendance, 
e.g. special guests, Eastern Star, Scottish Rite, Shrine, White Shrine, Youth Group leaders, etc. 

Master of Ceremonies – introduce first Grand York Rite Head of Body to all OR (preferred) the Grand 
Officer in charge of introductions for that Grand Body (note that this is a Requirement for introductions 
of the Grand Master of Masons)! Order of speaking should be either Royal Arch, Council, Commandery 
and Grand Master OR Council, Commandery, Royal Arch and Grand Master as desired by the Master of 
Ceremonies. Please inform the Grand Heads of Bodies which order they will be speaking Before the 
Reception begins! 

Grand Head of Body Speaking - should ask one of his Grand Officers (usually one of the Grand 
Marshals in attendance) if not already recognized by the Master of Ceremonies to do the introduction of 
the Grand Head of Body Speaking After introducing the Current and Past Grand Officers present along 
with the DGLs and Inspectors (ritual staff as appropriate) in attendance either Before his remarks 
(preferred) or After his remarks (also OK). Don’t forget to do these introductions!! Grand Head of Body 
Speaking then proceeds to deliver his remarks in full. 

Master of Ceremonies – After thanking the speaker, he can ask for questions for that Grand Head of 
Body and/or Introduces the presiding officer of each sponsoring constituent body present (including Blue 
Lodge Masters when it is the GM turn) and calls upon each one in turn with the host constituent bodies 
last in each group to make whatever virtual presentation (arranged IN ADVANCE) they have for the 
Grand Head of Body Speaking. Don’t forget to include the Grand Master in these presentations! This 
would include charitable donations to the charities of that Body if appropriate AND gifts for the lady of 
the Grand Head of Body Speaking if desired. 

Grand Head of Body Speaking – makes his presentations (virtually) back to each presiding officer and 
his spouse (if present or otherwise desired) or the senior officer present from that constituent body and 
his lady (if present). Once all exchanges have been made virtually, he announces that his part is 
complete. 

Master of Ceremonies – Introduces the next Head of Body Speaking or the Grand Officer in charge of 
introductions for that body (preferred). Repeat the procedure above for each Grand York Rite Body 
present. If there is a musical interlude, the Master of Ceremonies will introduce the interlude per the 
announced agenda and ask for appreciation of the performers. If the Grand Master of Masons is speaking 
(not just in attendance as a guest), then ensure that all thanks and acknowledgements for putting on the 
event are done Before the Grand Master is introduced! 

Master of Ceremonies – wraps up with thanks for the folks that made the reception possible, don’t 
forget the Host of the virtual meeting IF the Grand Master of Masons is Not speaking (otherwise done 
before the introduction of the Grand Master of Masons). Finally, introduce the Chaplain for the 
Benediction. Adjourn! 

Notes: 

Dress Code: The invitation will set the appropriate dress code for the event. The Master of Ceremonies 
should be dressed for Blue Lodge unless he is presenting as the presiding officer of one of the constituent 
bodies in attendance. All presenting officers should be dressed as the Grand Head of Body they are 
supporting prescribes. Changing coats and ties for each segment of the program is acceptable if desired, 
but not necessary unless presenting on behalf of that body. The Grand Officers and presenting Officers 
should be dressed as prescribed by the Grand Head of Body they are representing; coat, tie and jewel to 
match the Grand Head of Body’s desires. All other officers and members will wear the respective coat and 
tie of the constituent body they wish to represent. It is desirable to change coat, tie and uniform if 
presenting for more than one constituent body. 

Setup of Lodge Room if utilized for pictorial ceremonial purposes will be with Constituent Body Banners 
(Chapter, Council, Commandery, Blue Lodge, as desired, AMD, etc.). Altar will be draped with an altar 
cloth with a Closed Bible surmounting, (if desired for viewing). 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Most Excellent Companion  
Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH, Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter 

Royal Arch Masons of California 

Calendar 

Most Illustrious Companion 

Robert A. Morrison, KYGCH, Grand Master, Grand Council Cryptic 
Masons of California 

Calendar 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez 

162nd Right Eminent Grand Commander, Grand Commandery, 
Knights Templar of California 

Calendar 

Philip Hardiman, KTCH, PGHP 

Grand Secretary/Recorder 
1123 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

The Workman 

 

Thomas A Krummell, KCT, KYCH 
Assistant Grand Secretary/Recorder 
1123 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Richard E. Thornton, KCT, KYCH 
 

Encompasser 
 
Sword and Trowel 
 

Grand York Rite of California 

Facebook 

  

mailto:rw.bullard@gmail.com
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghpcalendar.html
mailto:bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/calendar.html
mailto:cmarquez434@gmail.com
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itinerary.html
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/GHP_Newsletter.html
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:richard@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/encompasser.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/bulletin.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghpcalendar.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Grand.York.Rite.of.California/
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Most Excellent Companion 
Richard W. Bullard, KYCH & Lady Sharon 

Grand High Priest Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 
San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Right Excellent Companion 

Raymond A. Broomfield, DSM-B, KYCH  

& Lady Christine 

Grand King  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Ventura Chapter No. 50 

Excellent Companion 

R. Scott Husmann, KYCH & Lady Robyn 

Grand Scribe  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Delta Chapter No. 27 

Most Excellent Companion 
Leland G. Routt, DSM-B, KTCH, KYGCH, 

& Lady Leslie 

Grand Treasurer  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Stockton Chapter No. 2 

Most Excellent Companion 
Phil Hardiman, EKA, DSM-B, KTCH, KCT, 
KYGCH, PGHP & Lady Nancy 

Grand Secretary  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 
Sacramento Chapter No. 3 

Most Excellent Companion 
Steven R. Goad, KTCH, KYGCH, PGHP 

Grand Lecturer Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 
Norris C. Viles Chapter No. 153 

Excellent Companion 

Philip W. Sugg III, & Lady Kathleen 

Grand Chaplain North 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Gold Country Chapter No. 11 

Excellent Companion 

Gary M. Creason, & Lady Mia 

Grand Chaplain South 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas A. Krummell, DSM-B, KCT, KYCH  

& Lady Marcia  

Assistant Grand Secretary  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Delta Chapter No. 27 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas Chavez, KYCH & Lady Angie 

Grand Captain of the Host 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

California Chapter No. 1 

Excellent Companion 

David E. Sokol, DSM-B, KTCH, KYCH & Lady Sandy 

Grand Principle Sojourner 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Shasta Chapter No. 9 

Excellent Companion 

David G. Rathgeber, & Lady Nancy 

Grand Royal Arch Captain 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Triangle Chapter No. 155 

Excellent Companion 

Jonathan P. Dilley, & Lady Janelle 

Grand Master of the Third Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
Santa Monica Bay Chapter No. 97 

Excellent Companion 

Richard M. Villegas 

Grand Master of the Second Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
High Desert Chapter No. 127 

Excellent Companion 

Christopher Radcliffe, & Lady Deyanira 

Grand Master of the First Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
Tyre Chapter No. 130 

Excellent Companion 

W. Austin Swank, & Lady Julia 

Grand Orator 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Excellent Companion 

Rollie Q. Caabay, & Lady Sophie 

Grand Marshal North 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Naval Chapter No. 35 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas R. Handell, & Lady Terri 

Grand Marshal South 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Triangle Chapter No. 155 

Excellent Companion 

R. Aaron Bullard 

Grand Musician 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas E. Colgan, & Lady Addie 

Grand Soloist 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Triangle Chapter No. 155 

Excellent Companion 

John E. Trexel, Lady Dorothy 

Grand Sentinel 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

San Diego Chapter No. 61 

 

  

mailto:rw.bullard@gmail.com
mailto:raybroomfield@msn.com
mailto:husmann@sebastiancorp.net
mailto:Leland@Lroutt.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:steve.goad@gmail.com
mailto:psugg@prodigy.net
mailto:gcreason63@cox.net
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:thomas.c.chavez@gmail.com
mailto:dsdsokol@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dgr101155@gmail.com
mailto:dilleyhq@gmail.com
mailto:richardvillegas1@yahoo.com
mailto:papi_164654@icloud.com
mailto:swank.austin2@gmail.com
mailto:caabayr@comcast.net
mailto:tomhandell@gmail.com
mailto:r.aaron.bullard@gmail.com
mailto:colgan4849@gmail.com
mailto:jtrexel2@gmail.com
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Most Illustrious Companion 
Robert A. Morrison, KYGCH & Lady Pauline 
Grand Master, Cryptic Masons of California 

Butte Council No. 50 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Peter G. Champion, KYCH & Lady Janice 

Deputy Grand Master 
Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Guy M. Chalmers, KYCH & Lady Jeanne 

Grand Principle Conductor of the Work 
Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Redwood Empire Council No. 46 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Thomas A. Krummell, KYCH & Lady Marcia 

Grand Treasurer, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 
Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Philip Hardiman, KYGCH, PGHP, & Lady Nancy 
Grand Recorder, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 
Sacramento Council No. 1 

Right Illustrious Companion 
K. Mark Harris, KYCH 

Grand Director of Ritual, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 
Oakland Council No. 12 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Michael T. Sherman, KYCH 

Grand Captain of the Guard 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Helix Council No. 58 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Jeffrey A. White, KYCH & Lady Lisa 

Grand Conductor of the Council 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Pacific Council No. 37 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Andrew B. Pippin, KYCH, & Lady Juli 

Grand Steward, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Ventura Council No. 15 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Richard E. Thornton, KYCH, Lady Cara 

Grand Sentinel, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Stockton Council No. 5 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Arthur H. Walton, KYCH & Lady Patricia 

Grand Chaplin-North, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

California Council No. 2 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Christian G. Marano, KYCH & Lady Mara 

Grand Chaplin-South, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38 

Right Illustrious Companion 

John L Copper III, KYGCH, & Lady Heather 

Grand Orator 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Thomas A. Krummell, KYCH, & Lady Marcia 

Assistant Grand Secretary 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion  

Jarrod D. Washington, KYCH & Lady Melissa 

Grand Marshal-North Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Robert K. Geiger & Lady Luisa 

Grand Marshal-South Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Adoniram-Whittier Council No. 53 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Matt Hyde & Lady Nicole 

Grand Bible Bearer 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Omega Council No. 11 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Mike Edwards & Lady Cindi 

Grand Standard Bearer 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Marysville Council No. 3 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Merrick R. Hamer 

Grand Organist, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Alpha Council No. 39 
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Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez, KYCH 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight David W. Studley, KYCH 

Deputy Grand Commander  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Pacific Commandery No. 3 

Sir Knight Craig L. Flagtwet, KYCH 

Grand Generalissimo  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

St. Bernard Commandery No. 23 

Sir Knight Roger S. Ross, KYCH 

Grand Captain-General  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Orange County Commandery No. 36 

Sir Knight Jordan T. Yelinek, KYCH 

Grand Senior Warden  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Morris Siminoff Commandery No. 80 

Sir Knight Joseph K. Dongo, KYCH 
Grand Junior Warden Standard Bearer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Sacramento Commandery No. 2 

Sir Knight Raymond E. Davies 
Grand Prelate 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Golden West Commandery 43 

Sir Knight Stephen E. Alderete, KYGCH REPGC 

Grand Treasurer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
St. Bernard Commandery No. 23 

Sir Knight Phil Hardiman, OSV, KYGCH, PGHP 

Grand Recorder 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
Sacramento Commandery No. 2 

Sir Knight Rick L. Baca, KYCH 

Grand Standard Bearer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight Teodorico “TJ” Oliva, & Lady Karla 

Grand Sword Bearer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight Christian G. Marano & Lady Mara 

Grand Warder 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

San Luis Obispo Commandery No. 27 

Sir Knight David J. Williams, KYCH, & Lady Nataly 

Grand Sentinel 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight James G. Baum, KCT, KYGCH 

Director of Ritual 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

High Desert Commandery No. 79 

Sir Knight Thomas A. Krummell, KCT, KYCH 

Assistant Grand Recorder 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Auburn Commandery No. 52 
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Activities in our State & in a Galaxy far, far, Away 
Copied from Facebook, good article 

10 Reasons Why You Can't Be A Freemason 

So, you want to be a Freemason. Let me tell you why you can’t.  

1. You’re Looking for Fame and Fortune 

The idea that Freemasons rule the world, that you can gain untold wealth and power within the 
Fraternity, that Masonic connections will get you ahead in life is tripe. Anyone who attempts to enter our 
organization for any of these purposes will be sorely disappointed if they can even get past the initial 
interview. 

Do we offer wealth untold? We certainly do, although not of the kind you’re probably thinking. Our 
wealth is that of knowledge. Knowledge of self, to be precise. Knowledge of the Universe. Knowledge of 
moral ideas and philosophies unburdened by religion and politics. Wealth unmatched and of far greater 
value than gold or credit. 

2. You’re Too Lazy 

Freemasonry takes work and if you don’t put your time in, you won’t receive your wages. It is a 
profession, a career, that takes up time and energy. To be a Freemason, you cannot coast by—you 
should not! The wages to which I refer are not given in charity though Masons espouse that great 
attribute as the greatest of all.  

To think that you may enter an esteemed organization such as ours and not contribute is ludicrous. 
Nothing of worth is delivered without a price and work is required to honorably earn that which is of 
worth. 

3. You Don’t Have the Time 

Time is a commodity that is precious and should never be traded for worthless pursuits. Thus it is with 
Freemasonry. To be a Freemason, one must dedicate time to the endeavor. In some instances the time 
committed is minimal. In others, it is consuming. Although Freemasonry is never to interfere with your 
necessary vocations, duties to God, your family, or your neighbor, you must still practice and work.  

The development of your mind and consciousness requires that you devote time, and time devoted to 
improving oneself is never wasted. 

4. You Don’t Want to Participate 

Freemasonry does not need an audience. Participation is key to everything in Masonry. If you aren’t a 
person who can engage in the work, the brotherhood, the quality growth of the Lodge and Freemasonry 
in general, you’ve no business being a part of this austere organization.  

Engaging in Masonic activities includes behavior outside the Lodge when you are required to represent 
the Fraternity to the Public. Engagement within the Lodge includes actively participating in Masonic 
education and filling in roles where you will best serve the Lodge. Freemasonry should benefit from your 
participation as much, if not more than you benefit from being a Brother. Selfish pursuits aren’t 
welcome. 

5. You Don’t Have A Belief in A Supreme Being 

This is a mandate of our Fraternity and will not be overlooked under any circumstance. A belief in a 
supreme being means that a person may be bound to their moral obligations. You are holding yourself to 
a higher standard of honor and integrity because God is always watching, He is always present, and you 

are not to disappoint the Supreme Architect of the Universe. Trust in a Brother is paramount to 
brotherhood and this trust extends to the knowledge that your Brother isn’t going to misrepresent the 
organization, reveal any of its secrets, or take advantage of another Brother.  

6. You Have an Ego 

Everyone has some ego. Without Ego, you wouldn’t be able to accomplish much in life. But I am not 
referring to your self-esteem when I say that Ego isn’t welcome in Freemasonry. The part of Ego that I’m 
referring to is a desire for power, unworthy advancement for the sake of title and prestige, a position of 
absoluteness that your opinion should reign supreme, or that you deserve more than the respect that is 
due all men. 

We meet upon the Level and that equality extends beyond the walls of our temples and buildings. 
Humility, open-mindedness, and the charity of acceptance are what is required. 

7. You Can’t Accept the Landmarks and Tenets of The Fraternity 

Freemasonry is an ancient and honorable organization that is steeped in tradition both in ceremony and 
practice. We stand for Good, Morality, Dignity for All, and all of our ceremonies are designed to promote 
the education of these attributes in Men. These traditions may seem cumbersome to those who have no 
patience for the historical conventions of our forefathers but to a wise man, the ceremonies and modus 
operandi found within our halls are ripe with lessons. If you cannot respect the landmarks and tenets of 
Freemasonry, you might as well look to a different organization for membership. 
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8. You Think Freemasonry Is A Chauvinistic or Racist Organization 

Speaking of tradition, there are some very real misrepresentations of Freemasonry in existence even 
within recognized dispensations. Along with these misrepresentations which suffer from a 
misunderstanding of landmarks made by past and present cultural leaders exists misconceptions about 
the reason traditional Lodges do not allow women to be members. If you perceive our intentions to be 
chauvinistic or exclusionary for the sake of bias, you are sorely mistaken in your ignorance.  

If you’ve been made aware of Masonic Lodges where minorities are not welcome, know that these are a 
misrepresentation of Masonic Law. Immoral and ignorant cultural tradition has been cultivated within 
lodges who should not be able to claim the venerated association with mainstream Freemasonry. These 
are in dire need of restructuring and their jurisdictions should be fast about that work. 

As for our reason for not allowing women admittance into the Fraternity, the word Fraternity should be a 
decent enough explanation. Men and women are different creatures, not that one is better than the other 
for without one the other is left wanting by nature of the divine plan. Each desire and needs to spend 
time with their own sex; a scientifically proven fact that supports the idea of same-gender, platonic time 
for the improvement of a man’s health, mind, soul.  

Is Freemasonry entirely exclusionary of females? No. There are many appendant bodies that include 
women, focus on the excellence that is women, and promote the well-being and growth of the female 
spirit. And while, at one time, the reasoning was likely due to the ignorance and self-importance of men 
as well as restricting social roles, it is now upheld in traditional Freemasonry purely out of respect for the 
concept of fulfilling the needs of its members. Guy’s time where like-minded men can get together and 
philosophize, engender morality, and influence its membership in good and just ways. 

9. You Don’t Understand the Difference Between Our Fraternity and Greek Fraternities 

Perhaps you believe the jokes and misconceptions surrounding Freemasonry that involve goats and a lot 
of alcohol. If so, you’ve been influenced by anti-Masonic propaganda designed to injure the highly-
regarded reputation of our organization from people who were jealous of membership or hateful of 
members. Such is the absurdness of these concepts that Masons have taken to sarcastically joking along 
with society rather than defending the Fraternity. 

Colleges have adopted the concept of Fraternity from the ancient craftsmen fraternities wherein 
apprenticeships and sponsorships assisted in establishing skills and careers. Unfortunately, the rash 
and brazen nature of youth have caused the reputations of these Greek Fraternities to become seriously 
tainted. Movies, news stories, books… they have all painted this picture of college fraternities and 
sororities in a negative light.  

Freemasonry is not a Greek Fraternity. Established in a time where being a part of a guild or fraternity 
was one of the main ways to gain a proper education, Freemasonry has kept its purpose, moving past the 
practice of Operative Masonry and focusing its efforts on the merits of Speculative Masonry for all good 
men who wish to become better men. 

Alcohol distribution at the lodge is prohibited and though sobriety is left to the individual concern of each 
Brother, drunkenness is highly discouraged and frowned upon within the Fraternity. One of our charges 
is to “avoid all intemperance and irregularities that may impair one’s faculties or debase the dignity of 
your profession.” The profession to which this is referring is that of being a Freemason. Once again, this 
alludes to maintaining the respectable image of Freemasonry both inside and outside of the building. 

Note: Rules about alcohol consumption and sales within Lodges vary from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. All 
jurisdictions that I’m aware of do not allow alcohol within a Lodge while at work. 

10. You Have No Desire to Improve 

If your sole purpose to join Freemasonry revolves around the potential for social interaction, partying, 
playing games, and “hanging out” then you’ve come to the wrong place. While Brotherhood does involve 
many of those activities, the primary purpose of Freemasonry is to provide education, culture, and 
associations that will assist a good man in becoming a better man. The very slogan that is presented to 
the public in so many forums and from so many platforms is “Making Good Men Better.” So if you are 
not interested in improvement, do seek another organization.  

In summary, as an organization, we accept individuals who have determined longevity in the pursuit of 
self-excellence, service, and the gaining of knowledge. Freemasonry is not a career for the average person. 
We require the cream of the crop, quality men who esteem their God, their families, and themselves 
enough to work at becoming the men that the Supreme Architect of the Universe has planned for them to 
become. Are you that man, or am I right in telling you that you cannot be a Freemason?
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June 26, 2021 we will celebrate annual conferral of the Capitular Degrees. You well know that 47 is a 
significant number in Masonry. As explained in the Hieroglyphical Emblems of the Third-Degree lecture, 
“The 47th Problem of Euclid was an invention of our ancient friend and brother, the great Pythagoras, 
who, in his travels through Asia, Africa and Europe, was initiated into several orders of Priesthood, and 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason.” The Comptche Outdoor Degree Association has, therefore, 
decided to name next year’s class in honor of Pythagoras, and establish a goal of 47 candidates! To 
achieve this laudable objective, it is crucial that all Companions begin now to identify prospective 
candidates, and continue to do so throughout the year, and be always ready to talk about the Royal Arch 
Degree. Plan on making a Lodge or a Family vacation out of the event and stay a few days! The 
Fish Fry Friday night and the BBQ Saturday night are always events of great conviviality, to be 
enjoyed by friends, brothers and family alike! 

Larry Tunzi, a Companion and owner of the Ranch, allows us to park RVs, or setup tents, on the 
property in order to enjoy the Festival without excess travel and boarding cost, if you choose to do so. In 
addition to the cook shack, there is a separate shack for dressing and showering, as well as men’s and 
women’s facilities. See picture below: 

In the following picture, you can see some of the space that is available for parking RVs. Off to the right 
and left are areas under the trees for camping, enjoyed by many Companions each year
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