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GRAND     COMMANDER  ’  S     CHRISTMAS   
MESSAGE

Well Sir Knights, we have made it to the end of the year. 
As in November, we have two major events this month. 
The  first  and  most  important  event  of  the  year  is  the 
celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

As we celebrate Christmas we should remember the story 
of the birth of Jesus, and what his birth means to us as 
Christians.  So many times during this  season I  see the 
word “XMAS” written in store windows, periodicals and 
even  in  Christmas  cards,  to  represent  the  word 
“Christmas.” Sir Knights, I ask that you help put Christ 
back into Christmas. I think back to my school days when 
we were taught  that  “X” represented  the  unknown.  As 
Knights Templar  we know that  Christ  is  not unknown, 
and He was born to die for our salvation.

The second signal event of the month is the election of 
Commandery Officers for the next Templar year. For the 
Sir  Knights  elected  and  appointed,  I  charge  you  to 
remember that when you accept those positions you are 
then  accepting  the  accompanying  responsibility  to  do 
your  very  best.  The  members  of  your  Commanderies 
have shown that they have faith in you and your abilities, 
and that they trust you to lead the Commandery for the 
next year. Also, to the membership, you are expected in 
turn to support the elected and appointed officers in their 
endeavors to accomplish their jobs. remember the words 
of  one  of  our  founding fathers,  “United  we stand,  and 
divided we fall.” Let us all stand together and make this 
Grand Commandery better than ever in the coming year.

Christmas is also a time when we gather with our friends 
and families to exchange gifts and break bread together. I 
ask you to remember those who will be away from their 
families this year because they are in foreign who will be 
away from their  families  this  year  because they are in 
foreign  places,  serving  our  Country.  Pray  for  those 
military  men  and  women  who,  like  Jesus  Christ,  are 
willing to give their lives to save ours.

My Lady Jackie and I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

Fraternally,
Casey W. Norris, KYGCH
Grand Commander
Knights Templar of California

GRAND     COUNCIL     MESSAGE  

My Valued Companions:   First,  Genie and I would 
like to wish a joyous Christmas to everyone. Happy 
Holidays  to  those  who  may  celebrate  with  other 
traditions. 2011 has proven to be a wonderful year 
for Cryptic Masonry in California, mostly driven by 
you. As I have traveled this state, friendships have 
been  renewed  and  new  strong  relationships  have 
been forged. 

Earlier  this  year,  I had the opportunity to travel to 
our  Triennial  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  It  was  heavily 
attended by many members of the Grand York Rite. 
MECs  Phil  Hardiman,  Jerry  Wohlfarth,  and  Ted 
Hammack all  moved into major management  roles 
for  the  General  Grand Chapter.  MIC James  Baum 
did the same for Gen. Grand Council. 

I  have  seen  a  resurgence  of  quality  as  areas  like 
Chico and Santa Monica Bay held their first Grand 
Receptions  in  many  years  and  the  quality  of  the 
program  and  the  attendance  was  of  the  highest 
caliber.
Illustrious  Companions  Mark  Harris,  Allan 
Weinstein,  and  Bill  Ellison  pulled  off  another 
masterful  delivery  of  the  Super  Excellent  Master 
Degree in San Francisco. ICs Eduardo Estrada and 
Carlos  Gonzales  did  the  same  in  the  South  with 
Omega Council. Each of these Degrees had over 90 
candidates.  My  top  hat  is  off  to  these  men  who 
accomplished this large undertaking.

I also attended my first ever Southern and Northern 
DeMolay  Jurisdiction  Conclaves.  Both  were 
magnificent in displaying the breadth of talent that 
currently exists with our Youth. 
There is much more to this year, but that will have to 
wait for another time.

Our Installation of Officers across the State is upon 
us. Congratulations to all who ascend to the East in 
the months to come. Those around you count on your 
sincere  effort  to  make  a  difference  with  your 
leadership. Please do not just hold a title and let an 
opportunity slip by.

I look forward to seeing each of you in Bakersfield at 
Grand Sessions in May of 2012 (19-23rd). There are 
many bright spots to celebrate in our craft, but none 
of  them would be the same without  understanding 
that you are in the middle of our success.
Fraternally,
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Robert A.L. Whitfield
Most Illustrious Grand Master

GRAND     CHAPTER     MESSAGE  

Though  the  Royal  Arch  is  not  specifically  a  Christian 
organization, like the Commandery, I still offer you and 
all  our companions,  on behalf  of the Grand Chapter,  a 
Merry Christmas! We use the Master's great Parable of 
the  Laborers  in  the  Vineyard  from Matthew 20 in  our 
Mark  Master  degree,  so  during  this  Christmas  season, 
please re-confirm your zeal  and commitment  to spread 
the word to our Masonic brethren. Plan now to visit Blue 
Lodges in January and urge our blue lodge brethren to 
petition a Chapter and get the benefit of the greater light 
in Masonry that we have to provide in all our Degrees. If 
your  Chapter  does  not  now  confer  the  Mark  Master 
degree,  consider  putting a team together and doing the 
conferral.  Also  consider  bringing  those  candidates  to 
Comptche, near Mendocino, to get the remaining Chapter 
Degrees. See below for Comptche details, but make every 
effort  you can to help us achieve our 40 For 40 Goal: 
Forty candidates for the Fortieth Anniversary Festival in 
the beautiful outdoor setting at the Tunzi Ranch.              .

Below, we honor one of our Department Grand Lecturers 
–  Tommy McClellan,  who was  recently chosen by his 
Chapter to receive the MSA for 2011.  Congratulations, 
Tommy!  As you know, each Chapter can issue this award 
at most once each year, so start thinking now about who 
your Chapter should honor in 2012.

Further below, notice the 12 California candidates who 
received the Chapter  Degrees  at  the Colorado River 
Fall Festival.  Altogether 52 candidates from 4 States 
participated and were greeted and knighted as well as 
exalted.   Congratulations  to  these  new Companions, 
and to the Chapters that took advantage of this multi-
State opportunity to enjoy the York Rite Degrees and 
Orders.

Best wishes to you all, again, for a Merry Christmas, 
and have a Happy New Year, as well!

Fraternally,
Bill Allen
Most Excellent Grand High Priest

EDITOR'S MESSAGE

Communications  –  vital  to  encouraging  effective 
involvement by our members; vital to stimulating growth 
in  our  Chapters,  Councils  and  Commanderies;  vital  to 

assist those seeking further light in Masonry.  Hence, it 
is vital that you, as leaders in York Rite Masonry, get 
familiar  with  our  communication  vehicles  and utilize 
them.  This  is  pedantic  and preachy,  of course – but 
nonetheless true.  So resolve now to ACT; 1) broadcast 
this  publication far  and wide,  and encourage each of 
your York Rite bodies to buy a 2-year subscription; 2) 
broadcast  the monthly Workman to the leaders  of all 
your bodies; 3) access the following websites, and see 
that your Companions are aware of their existence and 
how to access them:

www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org
www.goldenstatechapter.org
www.yorkrite.org

From the first site,  www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org, can 
be obtained the official documents used by the several 
bodies.  Also available on the Chapter page is a link to 
the monthly Newsletter from the Grand High Priest; to 
Grand  Chapter  Scholarship  applications  and  policy 
statements; and links to local bulletins.

From  the  Research  Chapter  site, 
www.goldenstatechapter.org, 
 information is available that can be used to make stated 
meetings  more  interesting;  or  can  be  included  in 
Trestleboards to help inform our companions.  See the 
article below on Passwords from the Veils, taken from 
the Library on this site. Also available are links to other 
Masonic sites that can enrich your Masonic journey.

From  www.yorkrite.org can be found connections to 
the General Grand bodies and to York Rite Masonry in 
other States.

This is just a thumbnail sketch of the websites at your 
fingertips.   Familiarize  yourself  with  them,  and your 
task  of  helping  to  inform  our  Companions  and  Sir 
Knights will be much enhanced.

And as  you  proceed into  the  New Year,  make every 
effort you can to continually remind your membership 
of the West Coast Easter Observance (see below), the 
Comptche 40 For 40 Program, and the Colorado River 
Fall Festival next October.  Confer the Mark Master as 
often as you can and build interest in our brethren of 
pursuing further  light.   You may seem repetitive,  but 
many times that is all  it  takes – our ritual speaks for 
itself, and we have seen our bodies all grow once our 
brethren “get a taste”!!  Do these things, and you will 
certainly have a Happy New Year!

MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD
                                                    Page 3 of 12

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.yorkrite.org/
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.yorkrite.org/
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/


Tommy McClellan

Tommy,  third  from the  left,  is  the  Department  2B 
Grand  Lecturer,  for  7  Chapters  in  Northern 
California.  He has served Woodland Chapter #46 for 
many years, and provides the organizational talent in 
support  of  the  annual  Chapter  Festival  for  the 
Sacramento  Sierra  York  Rite  Association.   He  is 
flanked on the left by E.C. Richard Wilson, Inspector, 
and on the right by E.C. Tom Schwartz, High Priest of 
Woodland Chapter.   And he is  surrounded by other 
Companions of his Chapter who chose him for this 
distinguished honor in 2011.

COLORADO RIVER FALL FESTIVAL

This  picture  shows  M.E.C.  Allen  with  other 
California  Chapter  Companions,  and  the  12 
candidates from California who joined the York Rite 
in  October.   Remember  this  opportunity  next  year. 
Although  the  scheduling  is  subject  to  change,  put 
October  21,  22,  and  23  on  your  calendar  for  this 

Festival in 2012.  Check www.crff.org for the latest 
info.

SUPER EXCELLENT MASTER DEGREE
October 29th, 2011

With the support of our MW Grand Master, Frank Loui, 
KYGCH, The Super Excellent Master Degree was held at 
the San Francisco Scottish Rite Bldg. Our Grand Master 
is the Secretary General and PR in that Valley. 
ICs  Mark  Harris,  Alan  Weinstein,  and  Bill  Ellison 
combined  their  talents  for  this  large  undertaking.  Bill 
reported that we had about 94 candidates. Kudos to the 
performances of some special men: Steve Campbell, Pat 
Bailey,  Ed Lim,  Nick  Raisis,  Scott  Colcord,  Cleveland 
Valrey,  Tyler  Layne,  and  Richard  Zimpfer,  a  65  year 
Mason. Mark Harris, however, delivered with his vocal 
and organizational talent and truly was the anchor of the 
Degree  Team.  There  were  so  many  cast  members 
involved that mentioning each would take up this page. 

Congratulations  to  all  for  making  this  happen,  and  a 
‘Welcome’ to  all  of  our  new  Super  Excellent  Master 
Degree members!

Robert A.L. Whitfield, MIGM
Grand Council of Cryptic Masons

PASSWORDS OF THE VEILS

Dennis  Dyer,  DGL  for  Department  4,  has  developed 
access  to  a  number  of  information  materials  related  to 
Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Here’s  a  sample,  drawn  from 
“Passwords of the Veils.”

“….Why does the Royal Arch degree portray our three 
candidates as returning members of the Jewish race from 
captivity  in  Babylon?  Why do they need to  know and 
hold in veneration these men portrayed in  this  degree? 
How  do  these  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  servants 
contribute to combined history of the modern-day Jewish 
and Christian Faiths?  Just who are we referring to?
This  list  includes:  Shem,  Ham,  and  Japeth;  Moses, 
Oholia, and Bezalel; Joshua, Zerrubabel, and Haggai.
All these men were to be found faithful by our Supreme 
Father  in  Heaven.  They  obeyed  His  commandments, 
edicts, and promises even in the greatest test of adversity 
which they all endured as told in the Old Testament …

….
But  how  do  figures  from  some  distant  Biblical 
account impact our Masonic faith and practice?
Each trusted in God for life itself, each used their 
God given talents to the benefit of those who lived 
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around  them.  Each  expressed,  stood  for,  and 
implemented  the  Great  Law  Giver’s  Wisdom  and 
Divine Truth. And for this, their Creator found them 
worthy  of  faith.  They  were  chosen,  gifted,  and 
strengthened by God to do his work on Earth in their 
generation. Not all were the Presiding elder or Ruler 
of Men such as Moses, Joshua, or Zerubbabel. Some, 
such as Shem, Ham, Japheth, Oholiab, and Bezalel, 
used  their  skills  as  craftsmen  or  artisans  to  make 
physical objects that help complete God’s mission.
So the answer to the question, why were these men 
used as models of faith in our ritual? It  is  to show 
each of us that God has a plan to use us by our talents 
if we will only make ourselves faithful and available 
for the work He has planned for each of us in our 
generation.  Furthermore,  it  shows  us  that  every 
companion  of  our  Royal  Arch  chapters  can  make 
great and memorable contributions by working in our 
ritual, taking part in leadership, or just being active 
and faithful in attendance.
Finally,  on a  level  where  our  symbolism reinforces 
our faith, we find examples for the Jewish as well as 
the  Christian  companions.  For  those  of  the  Jewish 
faith,  these  heroes  have  shaped  your  worship  and 
practice thereof. They brought a blind world, the true 
Law of the One True God. They have established a 
way to approach Him and commune with Him.
For  Christians,  not  only  are  the  aforementioned 
attributes  to  be  added  as  examples  of  overcoming 
faithfulness,  partners  in  God’s  plans,  and  being 
standard bearers of His  Truth,  each can directly tie 
into Jesus’ ministry and/or genealogy as recorded in 
the  Gospel  of  Matthew as  well  as  outlined  by the 
writer of Hebrews.
Our goal as Royal Arch Masons should be to grow in 
knowledge of the excellent models of faith given to 
us  in  the  beauty  of  our  Royal  Art.  Shem,  Ham, 
Japheth,  Moses,  Oholiab,  Bezalel,  Joshua, 
Zerubbabel, and Haggai are men that all Royal Arch 
Masons  should  become  more  learned  of  to  better 
understand  the  deep  riches  that  could  impact  each 
companion’s  life  by  implementing  these  practical 
examples of men who overcame trials in life by Faith 
in God.”

WHY     JOIN     THE     ROYAL     ARCH?  

Here is another article in the Library at the Research 
Chapter website, which can be useful in membership 
growth activities.
I find it difficult to understand why more brethren 
do not seek membership in the Royal Arch. 

No Rite of Freemasonry covers the world, as does 
Royal  Arch  Masonry.  In  every  country,  and  on 
every continent will be found Royal Arch Chapters, 
eager and willing to receive their companions from 
other parts of the world into the full fellowship that 
characterizes Royal Arch Masonry. 

In  our own country,  we find upwards  of 750,000 
members  in  3,000  Chapters  in  every  state.  All 
Chapter  business  is  conducted  in  a  Royal  Arch 
Chapter. 

Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  said  to  have  derived  its 
origin  from  the  original  Masonic  Degrees  and 
traditions.  The Royal  Arch was described "as  the 
heart,  root,  and  marrow  of  Freemasonry"  by 
Laurence Dermott, Secretary of the Antients Grand 
Lodge of England. 

The Degree of Royal Arch Mason is founded upon 
the destruction of the first and the building of the 
second Temple. The ceremonies of the Degree have 
an interesting and graphic historical setting,  and a 
profound  and  reverential  moral  significance.  The 
Royal  Arch  Degree  is  the  complement  of  the 
Master's  Degree,  the  unfolding  into  a  second 
volume of the history of that which was lost to its 
final  recovery.  Without  the  Royal  Arch,  the 
Master's  Degree  is  like  a  song  half  sung,  a  tale 
partly told, or a promise unfulfilled. 

Why should anyone join the Royal Arch? 
My first reason would be that indissoluble link to 
Blue  Lodge  (Craft)  Freemasonry.  Another  reason 
would  be  companionship  and  enjoyment.  But, 
above all,  joining the Royal  Arch should increase 
your  enjoyment  of  Freemasonry.  It  brings  with it 
new  experiences,  new  insights  and  new 
Companions, all of which add to our pleasure and 
our enjoyment of Freemasonry. 
Every Master Mason aspires to attain the summit of 
Ancient Craft Masonry. All wish most earnestly to 
receive all the light and instruction which pertains 
to the Ancient Craft - the origin and foundation of 
the Institution.  In the life of every Master Mason, 
moreover, there comes a time when he realizes that 
he has not yet attained that goal, that he is not yet in 
possession  of  all  the  rights  and light  of  a  Master 
Mason, as these were known and understood by his 
ancient brethren. 
But  he  does  not  realize  that  the  goal  of  his 
aspirations is near at hand - in the Royal Arch 
Degree. 
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Our progress  through Freemasonry is  a  journey of 
self-discovery and self-knowledge. In the Craft  we 
are presented with eminently practical principles and 
rules  which,  if  we  follow  them  in  our  lives,  we 
would hope to live a life of service to our fellow man 
and pleasing to God, however we worship Him. 
But we are not simply practical beings. We have a 
vital  spiritual  aspect  to  our  natures  which  is 
addressed in the Royal  Arch. In essence the Royal 
Arch, without transgressing the bounds of religion, 
invites the candidate to consider the nature of God 
and his relationship with Him. 
In that way the Royal  Arch completes the man by 
leading him from the practical to the spiritual,  and 
the  Craft  and  Royal  Arch  form  “pure  ancient 
masonry”. 

The Capitular Degrees are a set of four degrees 
controlled by the Royal Arch Chapter. 
They center on the construction phases of Solomon's 
Temple,  with  the  exception  of  the  degree  of  Past 
Master, hence the title of Capitular. 
Mark Master 
Past Master (Virtual) 
Most Excellent Master 
The Royal Arch 
…….
The motto of the Royal Arch is 
-  Kodes  La  Adonai.  It  means  -  “Holiness  to  the 
Lord.” 
Royal Arch Masonry is not a religion and does not 
endeavor to fix ones conception of God. Royal Arch 
Masonry regards your religious belief as your own; it 
does not attempt to influence your belief. It only asks 
that you have a belief. The motto of the Royal Arch - 
"Holiness  To The  Lord"  -  ever  reminds  us  of  the 
reverence  due the  Great  and Beneficent  Author  of 
our existence, who is a Being without beginning of 
days or ending of years. 
A Royal Arch Mason is taught to continually attempt 
to build with Plumb, Square and Level, that Temple 
of Character  which is  the great  goal  of  our  gentle 
Craft. 
Having  completed  your  degrees  in  Symbolic 
Masonry (Blue Lodge), your next step in advancing 
in  York  Rite  Masonry is  the  Chapter  of  Capitular 
Degrees. 
If you are not yet a Royal Arch Freemason and you 
seek more light in Masonry then just ask a Brother of 
your lodge who is already a Companion of a Royal 
Arch Chapter.  They will  guide you on the path to 
membership.  There are  also many Past  Masters of 
Craft Lodges that are not Royal Arch Companions. 

They are  particularly welcome to join the Royal 
Arch as well as all Master Masons.

GRAND YORK RITE
         CONTACT     INFORMATION  

Most Excellent Grand High Priest:
            James W. “Bill” Allen, Jr.

1644 Cambria Pl
Escondido 92029-5538
(760) 746-2821(H)
(760) 716-2966 ©
4BillAllen@cox.net

Most Illustrious Grand Master:
Robert A. L. Whitfield 
1634 Harlan Dr; Danville, CA 94526
(925) 838-5892(H)
(925) 963-0933(C)
CallBob1@gmail.com 

Right Eminent Grand Commander
Casey W. Norris 
239 Montrose Dr; Folsom, CA 95630
(916) 983-4211(H)
(916) 207-4211(C)
cwnorris@att.net 

Grand Secretary:
Ken Hope
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13
Artesia, CA  90701-3872
(562) 924-6500(W)
(562) 484-1611(C)
ca.yorkrite@verizon.net

Assistant Grand Secretary:
Al Lewis
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13
Artesia, CA  90701-3872
(562) 924-6500(W)
(562) 713-1706(C)
am.lewis@verizon.net

Editor:
Phil Hardiman, PGHP
2713 Hoffman Woods Lane
Carmichael, CA  95608
(916) 712-4814(C)
philipandnancy@aol.com 

Websites:
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org

If you need access to the confidential 
features of the website, contact one of the 
officers above for userid and password.

WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG
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Welcoming Letter

West Coast Easter Observance

Dear Sir Knights, Beauceant Sisters and Guests; 

We welcome you to the second annual West Coast Easter Observance! The Committee is working 
hard to make sure your stay here at the Radisson Hotel at USC is enjoyable. 

In April, the average high for the day is 73 degrees, and the average low at night is 54 degrees. In ad-
dition, the average relative humidity is 84 percent. A light wrap is recommended for evenings out. 

All events shall be held at the hotel with the exception of the Easter Observance which will be held at 
the historic Shrine Auditorium just blocks from the hotel. 

Attire: Formal Banquet – Sir Knights in uniform (no chapeaus or swords), and ladies in evening 
gowns. Easter Observance – Sir Knights in uniform (with chapeaus, no swords), and ladies in church 
attire. Beauceant’s should wear their red jacket, white blouse and black skirt. 

Events: On Friday, our Ladies are invited to a Tea and Luncheon at the hotel while our Beauceant 
Sisters attend the Official Visit of the Supreme Worthy President, Mrs. John A. Brogan at Los 
Angeles Assembly No. 42. A bus will be provided to transport our Sisters. Additionally on Friday, our 
men shall enjoy a tour of the Shrine Children’s Hospital followed by a luncheon at the Shrine Audit-
orium. Please note that a portion of your ticket for the men’s tour will be donated to the Shrine Chil-
dren’s Hospital. On Saturday, we will have a tour of the Gene Autry Museum in Los Angeles. The 
Autry is the only museum of its kind located in a major metropolitan center and the only museum that 
combines multiple Native American perspectives with Western histories and cultures in such a pro-
foundly interconnected and multifaceted way. For our Beauceant Sisters there will be another Official 
Visit of the Supreme Worthy President for Santa Ana Assembly No. 61 and San Bernardino As-
sembly No. 200 
at the hotel followed by a luncheon. 

Pre-purchase of event tickets is preferred; however, you may purchase your tickets at the registration 
table in the lobby of the hotel. Please note the reservation cut-off date is March 6, 2012. No refunds 
will be processed after this date. While we are doing everything we can to control the costs, we still 
need the registration fee to cover the overhead involved with hosting this event. As we grow we will 
be able to reduce it further.

Hotel Information: Radisson Hotel at USC, 3540 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007. Re-
servations: (800) 395-7046; Front Desk: (213) 748-4141 and Fax: (213) 746-3255. Tell them you are 
with the Grand Encampment Knights Templar. Here is the link to make online reservations: 
http://www.radisson-midtown.com. 

Fraternally,

Thomas R. Derby, KTCH, KYCH 

General Chairman 
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W E   N E E D   S U B S C R I B E R S
The California Encompasser is requesting 
subscribers to assist with the ever increasing 
costs of paper, printing and postage.  We are 
also in constant need of new items, fillers, 
pictures, jokes, educational papers (short) and 
anything else you might be able to think of.

California Freemasons
The Family of Freemasonry

“Masonry on the Rise”
S u b s c r i p t i o n  F o r m
Yes! I would appreciate receiving the California Encompasser.  
You will find my check for $100.00 enclosed for a lifetime 
subscription or $40.00 for a two-year subscription.

NAME: ______________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________

CITY, ST & ZIP: 

GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CALIFORNIA
11428 E. Artesia Blvd, #13, Artesia, CA 90701-3872

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

LONG BEACH, CA 90813
PERMIT NO. 799
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