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Most Excellent Companion Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH Grand 

High Priest Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Companions 

Happy New Year! Goodbye and farewell to 2020! Let us hope and pray that 2021 brings us good tidings of 
opportunities of working COVID Virus inoculations and good health to all. While facemasks will continue 
to be a part of our daily lives for the foreseeable future, hopefully as the inoculations increase, with them 
will come the ease of meeting restrictions and the opportunity of being able to assemble as Masons once 
again. 

I congratulate all new officers that have been installed over the past few months. I also give my heartfelt 
thanks for the last year’s officers. Your dedication and willingness to “boldly go where no Royal Arch 
Masons have gone before” has been a success. By holding Virtual meetings and keeping the 
communication flow open to your members, shows all of California and the world that the Royal Arch is 

alive and well. I have had the opportunity to “visit” a few other states Grand Sessions and monthly 
meetings. They are all going through what we have experienced. Those officers asked how we do things 
and how we are surviving this shutdown. I assure them we are trying to stay engaged and meet monthly 
in most cases as they are doing. All that I have talked with send their best regards and well wishes. 

Be well, stay safe and keep the faith. My best to each of you. 

Fraternally, 

Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH 
166th Grand High Priest 
Royal Arch Masons of California 
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Companions,  

As 2020 draws to a close we cannot help but look back at the year we have all experienced. It was, to say 
the least, an unprecedented year for Masonry and for our beloved York Rite bodies. A delayed Grand 
Sessions, using a technology that most of us had never heard of to hold our meetings, Virtual elections 
and Installations to name but a few. We have heard, if not thought, “This is not what I thought Masonry 
was going to be like when I joined!” “These shut downs have ruined the Royal Arch.”  “I want it the way it 
used to be!” Interesting remarks to be sure. But being the optimist, I think I am, I want to look at the 
glass as half full not have empty.  I want to ask each of you, “So, what have you gained during these 
past 8 months?” I believe we have found ways to maintain our communications with the members of our 
Chapters. We have held Receptions throughout the Bay area that have been so very enjoyable. We can 
meet electronically to get our Chapter business done. We can hold Elections and Virtual Installations. I 
myself was able to attend the Grand Sessions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 
Massachusetts early in November. An Interesting Day to say the least. Did you know that 9:ooAM EST is 
6AM PST? Made for an early day!! I was even asked to have the opening remarks and welcome to all the 
visiting Dignitaries. I have plans to meet the Royal Arch Masons of Maryland to just discuss Freemasonry 
and how to spread the word in particular of York Rite Masonry this Monday evening at the more civilized 
time of 7:00PM EST. San Luis Chapter had an educational lecture by the Right Eminent Colin Proud of 
Victoria Australia on Hagai! All these things to have an opportunity to do and only be dressed from the 
waist up! 

As we all know, “What we get from Masonry is simply what we put into it.” What we give to each other is 
what we receive in turn. We welcome each other no matter where we are or how we meet. We give to our 
Chapters and in turn our Chapters grow in strength and in numbers. It may seem this current pandemic 
has no end but it will. What we each need to do is be ready for that time. Start now by refreshing your 
Degree parts. Read the Chapter opening and closing ritual. What do those words really means? Why do 
the veils have such a vital part to our Opening? Is it that the Blue Veil is our link back to our Lodges? Or 
the Purple Veil explains the mixture of the candidate beginning to understand the path he has chosen 
and the Red speaks of the dedication of those companions that carry on the story? Maybe it’s that the 
White Veil is witness to the glory of the Supreme Architect and the realization of who we all knew him to 
be? Or is it something else? Let me know. 

Life goes on. Through good times and not so good times. Through sickness and through health. Through 
new life being brought in the world and sadly saying goodbye to other loved ones. Through life’s normal 
times and through life’s changes. Many of you have experienced these things during the 2020. I do want 
to share one change coming in particular to a San Diego Royal Arch. Excellent Companion, W. Austin 
Swank and Lady Julia and little William are making a change. EC Austin is our current Grand Orator, 
DGL for Dept 5, Secretary of Chapter No 61, Ritual leader and other positions. He is making a career 
move to Texas. Austin is a jet engine mechanic tech extraordinaire, or so he says! He has been offered a 
position as Test Operation Technician – Propulsion and Test Development with SpaceX. I know it was a 
hard decision for he and Julia to make but will be a great one for all three of them. He will be missed in 
our Masonic Family in San Diego and in California. He promises to be at Grand Sessions to fulfill his 
commitment as Grand Orator. Please congratulate him on his new career!! 

I will close now by wishing each of you and your families and very Merry Christmas, a Happy Hanukkah, 
a Happy Holidays and Especially A Very Happy New Year. I look forward to 2021 and the opportunities 
and challenges it may bring. God bless you all! 

See you down the Road! 

Fraternally, 

Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH 
166th Grand High Priest 
Royal Arch Masons of California 
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Companions, 

November? How can it be November? Seems like it was only the first weekend of March and San Diego 
Royal Arch Chapters and Councils had just completed Royal Arch and Cryptic Degrees. What a great 
weekend! 17 new Royal Arch Masons and 20 new Council members. Then a week later, the door 
slammed shut. We have all made a tremendous effort since then to remain in contact and develop new 
ways to meet and remain true to our Royal Arch commitments. 

Let me share a phrase known to all of us: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!” Aren’t these ancient words more relevant today than ever? Here we are in 2020 and 
this year has not been what any one of us ever envisioned. What to do? Since Installation of Officers in 
July the Exec Committee’s first priority was to make sure we could stay in contact with each other. We 
have been successful in this effort. Now the next effort is Officer Elections as well as Installation following 
closely behind. I offered my home Chapter, San Diego 61, as a test for an Election procedure as that 
Chapter meets the 4th Thursday of the month and are thus dark in November and December. San Diego 
61 was able to hold elections in September successfully and installed those officers in October. We have 
developed this procedure and it will be attached to this edition of the Workman. 

Many chapters will be able to hold elections; however, some Chapters won’t be able to do so for various 
reasons, such as poor internet connections, power outages and other reasons. Some Chapters may need 
to simply install one or two positions. Please work with your Department Grand Officer, Department 
Grand Lecturer and Inspector with any issues and concerns. They will be well versed in the procedures I 
mentioned. Remember that the Election Reports and Installation reports with the names, addresses, 
phone numbers and emails of the Installed dais officers will still be due to the Grand Chapter office as 
required. The Grand Secretary will provide further guidance. 

Installation should follow the procedure in the Manual of Ceremonies which is also on line in the Grand 
Chapter Documents section of the Grand York Rite website. It is easily adaptable to Virtual presentation. 
We have provided a Power Point that can be modified for your use. 

Companions, I thank each of you for your patience during these trying times. 

I am looking forward to the Virtual East Bay Reception on November 7th @ 7:00PM and the Research 
Chapter presentation on November 30th. 

I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving. Be safe and enjoy the time with family. 

See you down the road. 

Fraternally, 

Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH 
166th Grand High Priest 
Royal Arch Masons of California 
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Most Illustrious Companion Robert Morrison, KYGCH Grand 

Master Grand Council Cryptic Masons California 

Dear Companions All, 

Well, it finally happened, 2020 has come to an end and we begin a new year. We can now look forward to 
getting back to a normal life and being allowed to meet in person once again. The Covid-19 pandemic has 
changed many things in our life but one thing that has not changed is the enthusiasm our members 
have for Cryptic Masonry and Masonry in general. We have many Blue Lodge Masons that have 
submitted application to receive the York Rite degrees. Our Chapters, Councils, and Commanderies are 
ready and eager to resume normal relations and starts conferring the beautiful degrees we have to offer. 
There is a great need to provide further light and attract new members into the York Rite. This past year 
we have not been able to make new York Rite members and our numbers continue to decline for a variety 
of reasons. With the promised vaccines on the horizon that should free us from these endless stay at 
home orders and it will be time to begin making new York Rite Masons. The Ritual Staff will begin to 
recertify officers and cast members in all the York Rite bodies to ensure that candidates receive the best 
possible conferral possible. You have heard it many times that, you only get one chance to make a first 
impression. It has been nearly one year since any degree conferrals have been held so I am sure that 
many of us will have to brush up on our ritual and practice the floor work required to make our degrees 
shine. We have many outstanding ritualists among our ranks, and I look forward to seeing them all in 
action. It will certainly be necessary to find new cast members to fill where some of the individuals that 
have held parts in the past are now longer available. For this reason, I urge all the officer coaches to take 
stock of who is still willing and able to take part in the conferral of degrees. It is time to get ready to 
perform our degrees and relearn or brush up on our parts. Not being ready to confer our degrees when 
we are again allowed to meet would be a travesty. 

Elections should have all been done and we ready ourselves for the installation season. Many of the 
Councils have chosen to keep the same officers in place for the 2021 Cryptic year. If you belong to one of 
these Councils, please remember to file a “no elections held “form with the Grand York Rite office. Along 
with this form, please submit an election report form with the names and other information to update the 
2021 constituent roster. People move or change phone numbers or select new email addresses and this 
information is vital to keep communications open. 

On a personal note, I and my lady Pauline have moved to the State of Washington to be closer to family. 
Many of you already know that Pauline is battling breast cancer. We thought this was behind us, but 
such is not the case. Her cancer has gone to the lungs and bones. It has been very difficult for her to lay 
down and sit up because of the tumors on the rib and spine. She is going to begin radiation treatments 
which have proved to be successful in the past to reduce the pain. She and I would like to thank all our 
friends that have sent positive thoughts and prayers. They mean so much to both of us and certainly 
help us to get though some rough times. Pauline and I have lived in California since 1985 and it was a 
hard decision to make to leave so many wonderful friends. If we are released from the pandemic lock 
down, I will travel as required to meet the obligations of all the different organizations that I currently 
serve. Pauline will not be able to travel with me because of health issues but be sure to know that she 
will be with me in spirit. In closing, Happy New Year to all and let us hope for a much brighter future in 
2021.  

Robert Morrison and First Lady Pauline 

For now, please live smart and stay safe and we will survive these troubled times. 

For now, please live smart and stay safe and we will survive these troubled times. 
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Dear Companions All, 

I don’t think anyone is going to be unhappy to see the year 2020 come to an end. We have endured 
several catastrophes in our great state and around the world. It all began in March just after the Grand 
York Rite officer’s conference in Visalia with the global pandemic of Covid-19. Our Grand Master issued a 
no in person meeting rule by which we are still under. At the time everyone believed this virus would be 
gone in a few weeks or a couple of months. Such is not the case and here we are at the end of the year 
with still no absolute end in sight. Talk of a vaccine has been on the news but there are many issues to 
be worked out before we are rid of this awful virus.  

If the pandemic wasn’t enough, California suffered the worst fire season ever in our history. We had to 
endure awful smoke-filled skies for months. Thankfully that situation is now behind us and the air is 
clear, and no more home or lives are being lost to wildfires.  

What this has done for us is make our leadership think in ways to promote our craft when we can 
neither meet in person or hold any fraternal relations using esoteric or ritual material. Your Cryptic 
Council Department Grand officers with the ritual staff have worked hard to maintain masonic 

communications for all our Cryptic Companions. Almost every Council has or soon will hold regular 
stated assemblies using some type of electronic format such as Free Conference Call or Zoom. This style 
of meeting provides a means of staying in contact with each other and taking care of required business. It 
isn’t the most desired way of meeting but for now it is all we have. I would like to see our councils expand 
on this electronic means of communication and go beyond just reading the minutes and paying the bills. 
Speakers from a wide array of topics could be invited to attend these meetings and both entertain and 
inform our members. There are many great speakers in our fraternity that would gladly make themselves 
available to address your Council, all you must do is ask. You might also go outside our fraternity and 
find interesting speakers and material to present at a stated assembly. Police and firemen would be great 
resources to provide information to each of us. People in political positions could also be a great avenue 
to explore. All that I am trying to say is be creative and provide some substance to our regular meetings. 
Our Department Grand Officers and ritual staff will assist you any way that they can. 

As we enter the Christmas season, please keep yourselves and families safe. Now is not the time to give 
up on social distancing and other safe practices. We all wish that we could gather and celebrate in our 
usual manner with family and friends. Going forward in 2021 would appear to be more of the same by 
trying to avoid contracting this virus but at some point, it will pass. Many of our Commanderies are 
planning to hold Christmas Observance programs in a virtual format during the month of December and 
I would encourage everyone to choose one or more to attend. These annual required programs are open 
to anyone that wishes to attend so invite family, friends, and maybe someone you think would make a 
good brother or companion. The Christmas Observance program is an outstanding way to introduce 
someone to York Rite Masonry. Check with your local Commandery to find out where and when they plan 
to hold theirs or log onto the Grand York Rite website.  

From my lady Pauline and I, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Most Joyful of Holiday Seasons. We 
look forward to seeing all of you in 2021. 

For now, please live smart and stay safe and we will survive these troubled times. 
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Dear Companions All, 

November is normally an exciting time of year with two holidays that bring families and people together. 
Veterans Day is one that I particularly enjoy for it is a day of reflection. Having served in the military 
during a time that was almost as unsettled as what we are now experiencing, our veterans now are for 
the most part honored and respected. Such has not always been the case but that is a topic for another 
day. Thanksgiving is the one holiday that we can all agree brings families closer together. People travel all 
over the country to spend the day overeating and watching football. In this year of the Corona Virus it 
would be well advised to make sure we all practice social distancing for the safety of one another. I pray 
not one of our families or members is infected with this awful disease during the holiday season. Each of 
us must decide what is the best course of action for our safety and those around us.  

Half of the Grand Council Cryptic year is behind us and I am pleased to say that the various Councils 
that have held Virtual Grand York Rite receptions have contributed more than $2,000.00 to Pauline and I 
for our designated charity. We have chosen the Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation as the 
proper recipient for all donations that are collected. If you have not done so this year, please consider 
donating the CMMRF charity. This foundation touches so many lives in the great work that they do and 
now are even involved in the study of the long-term effects of the pandemic virus on the heart and lungs. 
Dr. Michael Murphy gave an interesting and informative talk on the research work being done by the 
foundation during the Cryptic Masons Southwest Conference held just this last weekend. Part of his 
presentation was about Abdominal Aortic Aneurism and how this silent killer affects so many people. If 
possible, I will obtain a copy of Dr. Murphy’s talk and make it available for our individual Councils to use 
as a fundraising tool. The talk runs about twenty minutes and is well done. Even this old carpenter was 
able to understand much of the doctor speak that he used. Gary Wyne, Executive Secretary for the 
CMMRF and a Past Most Illustrious Grand Master in Indiana spoke of the current fundraising efforts for 
the foundation. Sadly, possibly due to the pandemic, the 2020-dollar totals are running behind those of 
previous years. We still have a couple of months to try and catch up to help this worthwhile organization. 
I urge each of you to open your hearts and wallets to help and make the year of the COVID-19 Virus a 
positive experience for our main philanthropy, Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation. The 
remainder of this month’s Sword and Trowel article is an open letter from the first lady of Cryptic Masons 
here in California, Lady Pauline. 

Thanksgiving 2020 

As I write I am reminded that with Thanksgiving coming upon us we all have so many things to be 
thankful for. I am thankful for all the wonderful people in my life. As in my favorite movie, It’s a 
Wonderful Life, I have been given a chance and blessed to see how many lives I have touched over the 
years and who’s lives would be different if we hadn’t been brought together but for a short time in life.  

Fighting cancer is hard at times but I’m always reminded that I’m not fighting it alone.  

While we were in Washington during our last visit, I started having intense pain in my left hip and low 
back. When we returned to Chico my doctor ordered an X-ray and nothing was found. She thought 
maybe the packing for our upcoming move had flared up my sciatica. The pain didn’t go away and slowly 
intensified. She ordered a CT scan and found that my cancer has spread to my left hip and pelvis. With 
my bones being fragile I have a hairline fracture of the hip due to my bones being compromised. I have 
been taking Radiation Treatments to ease the pain. Next week we will be finding the results of a Bone 
Scan, CT Scan and MRI to see if the cancer has spread to anywhere else.  

As much as the fear is real, we have our faith and the support of so many with this journey we will not be 
taking it alone. We don’t know what the future has in store for us and no one does, so if you take only 

one thing from this message it’s “enjoy your life and have no regrets”. Let those you love know how 
important they are in your lives. Tell them every time you hear from them that you love them. Mend 
those fences. Whatever was the issue learn a way to heal the hurt and anger before it’s too late. We are 
all given only so much time by God. Use that time wisely.  

Our move to Washington was not planned so soon, but with the news of my cancer spreading we find 
that it is important to be closer to our children, grandchildren and family. To be leaving so many friends 
here in California was a difficult decision, but with social media being what it is, we will be able to stay in 
touch with those we will be leaving behind. As we know more, I promise that I will keep you updated. 
Until then, may all your Thanksgiving plans be blessed and much love to you all! 

Robert Morrison and First Lady Pauline 

For now, please live smart and stay safe and we will survive these troubled times. 

For now, please live smart and stay safe and we will survive these troubled times. 
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Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez, Right Eminent Grand Commander, 

Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies, 

Happy New Year!! And Welcome 2021!! 

May this New Year Bless us with good health, wealth and happiness. At the time of writing this message I 
was anticipating and praying that the Covid-19 virus would be eradicated so that by the time you receive 
this message, restrictions on in-person meetings have been lifted. It would be the best news everyone 
would like to hear but instead the news came back the opposite way, Covid-19 is striking hard again in 
our state of California and is still on the rise. Although in the news, a vaccine might be  

available but no one knows when it can be distributed.  Sir Knights and Companions, Masonic meetings 
and events will continue to be done virtually, we will be stuck in this situation for a while. Electronic 
meeting platforms will still be the only alternative to face-to-face gatherings to manage Masonic meetings 

and events.  Let’s continue moving forward and not stop, let us not lose hope for this New Year is the 
beginning of a new chapter, new hope and new set of leaders in our Fraternity. 

“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord. “Plans to prosper you and not to harm you. 
Plans to give you Hope and a Future “ Jeremiah 29:11.   

Commanderies up and down the State will be busy preparing for the installations of the new Corp of 
Officers. This month should have been the most exciting and the month full of fun for the incoming 
officers but due to the surge of the virus, fun will not be fun anytime soon. But the show must go on even 
in the midst of this pandemic. With the many alternative electronic tools available that we have utilized 
in the past, we have gained the experiences not to be intimidated by the challenges brought about by 
Covid-19.  Let us then continue to implement and roll out your plans for the new year. Get rid of the old 
and bring in new resolutions for a better year. One resolution you can make for this year that will really 
help and make you feel better is to help find the cure for childhood blindness. A one-time gift of $30.00 to 
the Knights Templar Eye foundation will make you a Life Sponsor, the best resolution you can make as 
Christian Knight.  Always remember that as Knights Templar we are bound to give alms to poor and 
weary pilgrims, feed the hungry, clothe the naked and bind up the wounds of the afflicted, this is our 
resolution of a lifetime.   

In Unity,  

 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez 
162nd Right Eminent Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

My Motto: “Together=Success, Small is Huge” 
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Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies, 

It’s Christmas time again!!! It’s the greatest story ever told, one filled with hope, joy, peace and love. 
Christmas reminds us of the incredible grace God offers through his son Jesus.  Luke 2:16 “And they 
came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger.“   

View Christmas season as time to give to others. By understanding the Father’s generous heart in 
offering Jesus to us, we can celebrate the joy of the season by giving back to God and to those around us. 
In order to have the best Christmas ever is to make Jesus the center of our lives.   

December!, the busiest and the happiest month of the year!! It is busiest month since it is the last month 
of the year where all the outstanding items in the checklist have to be checked-off cleared and approved. 
It is the happiest month because God allows us to receive the greatest gift ever, the birth of our Lord and 
savior Jesus Christ, which is the fulfilment of God’s promise to mankind.   

In this season of gift giving, let us consider a gift to our Knight Templar Eye Foundation, your one-time 
$30.00 donation will make you a Life Sponsor to the KTEF. Life sponsorship is available only to sir 
knights of a Commandery.   

December, the month wherein goals and plans are laid out, reviewed and finalized at the Blue Lodges 
and the York Rite Bodies for the ensuing year. I hope everything went well but just in case there are 
questions or concerns, reach out to your senior officers for guidance and assistance. The Covid-19 virus, 
however, has put a damper on qualifications, elections and installations of the new Corp of Officers, 
which will somehow slow down the process. Utilize and take advantage of the availability of electronic 
meeting platforms to suppress these challenges. Change your plans as necessary but not your goals, we 
will come out on top of this virus.   

This is also the month of the Christmas Observance, a mandatory celebration as Christian Knights to 
commemorate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Attendance to this important event is 
mandatory to all Sir Knights, for in this celebration we will renew our vows of Knighthood. Remember 
also that as Knights Templar we are bound to give alms to poor and weary pilgrims, feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked and bind up the wounds of the afflicted, the true spirit of the season. 

In Unity,  

 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez 
162nd Right Eminent Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

My Motto: “Together=Success, Small is Huge” 
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Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies, 

November is one of the most celebrated months of the year with two big holidays, “Veterans Day” and 
“Thanksgiving Day”.  Appreciation and giving Thanks are the keywords in the celebration of these two 
holidays. We would normally see parades honoring and thanking veterans for their service and sacrifices 
they made to protect the freedom we are enjoying today. Appreciation and Thanksgiving for this year 
2020 for the first time in the history of the United States will be celebrated quite differently. I hope it is 
not too much to keep reminding everyone to stay home, which is the safest place to be. Let’s go virtual in 
celebrating these holidays, it’s safer and there will be no worries about DUIs. Raise your glass for a toast 
in honor of all our Veterans, Cheers!   

This pandemic is unexpectedly overstaying and horribly stirring up the whole world. The universe is 
spinning in the other direction that we are not used to and putting our lives on hold “until further 
notice”. However, we should keep moving forward and remember the lesson we learned along the way, 
Patience and Perseverance will accomplish all things, we will be victorious at the end. Stay afoot and 
don’t lose you focus, safety and well-being of our Brothers and Sisters, young and old, and make the 
community we live in the priority. We will win this war!!   

All Masonic activities are at stand-still and all in-person events were cancelled until further notice. 
Thank God we are still able to see smiling faces and able to communicate with the Sir Knights and their 
families virtually. Let’s take advantage of this unprecedented time being sheltered in place and prepare 
for the new normal. This is the time of the year to dig out and dust off the Manual of Asylum Ceremonies 
and Tactics and coordinate with the inspectors and Adjutants for the Dais Officers to qualify for the next 
higher chair.  In addition the answers to the qualifying questions are part of the requirements, which my 
hope is that qualifying questions are ready and have been posted to the Grand Commandery website.  
While the restrictions are still in effect there cannot be any new candidate, no degree conferral, nor are 
we able to advance any candidate to the next degree. I would recommend to turn our attention to our 
favorite philanthropies, my favorite is the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc and of course also the 
Cancer Research Foundation. Let us consider either one but would emphasize KTEF; consider to be a 
KTEF Life Sponsor which is available to members of a Commandery by donating a one-time $30.00 
donation. Payment for Life Sponsorship will exempt your Grand Commandery from further assessment to 
the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. Please login to the website or see the latest edition of the KTEF 
informational booklet for other means of donating.  Blue Lodges and Appendant bodies have been 
meeting virtually, strictly for transaction of business, paying the bills, etc. Masonic education is included 
in the agenda, which is an opportunity for Sir Knights and Companions to participate and present a topic 
about the history and degrees of the York Rite. Let’s grab this opportunity to inform the Brethren that 
we, as members of the York Rite Bodies can assist them in their pursuit for further light in Masonry.   

 

In Unity,  

 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez 
162nd Right Eminent Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of California 

My Motto: “Together=Success, Small is Huge” 
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Scholarships  
 

Companions, your children, grandchildren, & for some, great-grandchildren may receive financial help 
for attending school. After opening up Scholarship Center website, have them go to bottom of page & find 
the Scholarship Manual in (PDF format – 450KB) to download. 

There they will find instructions for filling out the forms.   

This is the link which will take you to the public Grand Lodge web page on scholarships. All the 
information you need should be right there.  This is a complete manual that you can download that talk 
about all of the scholarships available from the California Masonic Foundation as well as the Scottish 
Rite, York Rite, Eastern Star, High Twelve, DeMolay, Job’s Daughters, & Rainbow for Girls.   

For information about Royal Arch Scholarships for 2019, go to the following website: 
Scholarship Fund or http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html  

The Masonic Family has a large number of scholarships available to our youth, but how many of those in 
need of assistance really “KNOW” they are available? 

California Royal Arch $1,000 Scholarship requirements: 

• A member of the Masonic Family (ie: Rainbow, Jobs Daughter or Demolay) 

• A US Citizen 

• A California Resident 

• A 3.0 Grade Point Average 

• Enrolled or Accepted at an Educational Institution 

Deadline to apply for the 2019 Scholarship Program will be March 1, 2019. Scholarship requirements will 
remain the same. Early submissions can be forwarded to the Office of the Grand Chapter Secretary at 

Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons 
Attn: Grand Secretary 
1123 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 Telephone: (562) 924-6500 x 1123 E-mail: sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org. 

 
Once chosen, the award of $1,000 is renewable for a total of 4 years, as long as the requirements are 
maintained. Do you know a Rainbow Girl, Job’s Daughter or DeMolay that could benefit by knowing this 
information? What are you waiting for – make that call! Note above that no DeMolay received an award 
this year. If you know a qualified DeMolay, please bring this information to his attention. 

  

http://www.freemason.org/scholarshipCenter/index.htm
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
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SECRETARY ESSENTIALS 
Secretaries new and old: near the end of this newsletter you will find a two-page document that 
serves as guidelines for Secretaries and Recorders – especially new ones.  
Another good source of information for the Secretary can be found in the Grand Chapter Forms 
and Documents folder, called Chapter Secretary Desktop Procedures, at:  
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter 

Forms and Documents you will need are located at the Grand York Rite website, which is: 
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org  

Scroll down and click on "York Rite Forms and Documents." Then click on the appropriate logo. A 
window opens where you enter the userid, which is "cagyr" and the password, which is "brio" 

Scroll down to Officers Manual, which has information for the Secretary, and print that out. Many 
concepts in the Grand Chapter manual are relevant to the Councils and Commanderies. 

Priorities are as follows: 

1. Dues Collection – You should send out dues notices no later than October, with payments from 
members due by December 31st. 

2. Membership control -- Especially important is the very last item, “Royal Arch Monthly Report.” This 
is relevant to you as a Secretary/Recorder if you do not yet have a userid for access to MMS – Masonic 
Membership Solutions. If you fill the paper report out each month, whenever you encounter changes to 
the membership, you will find it much easier at the end of the year to produce the year-end report, which 
is used to compute the amount of per capita the Chapter needs to pay. That payment is due by Jan 15th 
each year. Important changes to your membership include new members, demits, remits and deaths. 
Maintain e-mail addresses for members and you can easily then forward the monthly newsletter, The 
WORKMAN, to them. 

3. Do not cavalierly suspend members for non-payment of dues. There is a Constitutional process that 
should be followed rigorously in order that members, who may have moved and not received your dues 
notice, are treated fairly. See the following sections of the relevant Constitution in order to learn about 
this process: 

Chapter: See Section 201 in the Constitution 
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.
pdf   

Council: See Section 30-10 in the Constitution  
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1
.pdf  

Commandery: See Section 347 in the Constitution 
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%2
02018%20Rev1.pdf  

4. Per Capita -- The Per Capita payment, due each Jan 15th, does not require action by the Chapter to 
be paid. You will need good, up-to-date end-of-year number of active members that is crucial for us when 
we compute your per capita payment. Without good data you will most likely overpay your per capita 
requirement. It is sensible to begin your process near the end of the CY, as soon as possible. It is also 
sensible, if you have access to the Grand Lodge database, to check each member to see if they are still 
alive. But most important is getting a userid to utilize MMS. 

5. Insurance -- The Insurance payment, due each July 15th, does not require action by the Chapter, 

Council or Commandery to be paid. You will be billed for the payment by the Grand Secretary-Recorder. 

6. Lodge Book of Marks – Maintain this up-to-date, or perhaps arrange for a PHP to take on the 
responsibility of maintaining. 

7. Minutes – Take good minutes, but don’t over-do it by trying to capture everything that is said. Focus 
on having a clear representation of motions made and the vote count by which they passed or failed. In 
addition to keeping petitions in a separate file, it is good practice to replicate the basic petitioner 
information in the minutes. It is also a good practice to keep the names of attendees at each meeting in 
the minutes. If conferring a degree, keep a copy of the cast members and the candidate(s). Also, please 
send the candidate class names to the Grand Secretary. 

8. Grand Sessions – Before the April meeting, remind the Dais officers they are responsible to attend, 
and arrange a stipend if your Chapter, Council or Commandery can afford it. Remind members who 
expect to attend to be sure to take their dues cards. If Dais Officers of the Chapter and Council cannot 
attend, they may issue a proxy, or they may elect a representative. This is true also for Commanderies, 
whose members cannot issue proxies. The appropriate forms can be obtained on the Grand York Rite 
website: Scroll to "Elected Representative and Proxy Credentials." 

9. Order of High Priesthood – Be sure the current HP and PHPs know they are eligible to receive this 
Order. In fact, it is a Constitutional requirement! Share the petition with them and send to the Grand 
Secretary. This requirement does not appear to be true for the Thrice Illustrious Master Degree or the 
Past Commander’s Association. Petitions for all three bodies are available at the secure website. 

http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
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Grand York Rite Guide Lines for Virtual Receptions 
Guidelines for a VIRTUAL 3/4-Way Reception: How to do it well! 

Host must arrange, develop the Virtual invitation and distribute to all guests. 

Expected dress: Appropriate Jackets, Term ties, lapel pins, Collar and Jewel. Communicate this in the 
invitation! 

Prepare the agenda and distribute with the invitation electronically at least 1 week prior to the Actual 
Meeting date. 

Meeting Host check waiting room for virtual admission and verification of guests. Plan at least 30 
minutes prior to the beginning of the Reception. 

Master of Ceremonies – Welcome and statement of purpose for the reception. 

Honorary Chaplain - INVOCATION – No altar or Bible is required for the reception! 

Designated Officer - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE OR National Anthem (Ensure that you have a picture of 
the flag of our country with 50 stars that can be displayed onscreen!) 

Master of Ceremonies or his Designated Officer introduces non-Grand York Rite Officers in attendance, 
e.g. special guests, Eastern Star, Scottish Rite, Shrine, White Shrine, Youth Group leaders, etc. 

Master of Ceremonies – introduce first Grand York Rite Head of Body to all OR (preferred) the Grand 
Officer in charge of introductions for that Grand Body (note that this is a Requirement for introductions 
of the Grand Master of Masons)! Order of speaking should be either Royal Arch, Council, Commandery 
and Grand Master OR Council, Commandery, Royal Arch and Grand Master as desired by the Master of 
Ceremonies. Please inform the Grand Heads of Bodies which order they will be speaking Before the 
Reception begins! 

Grand Head of Body Speaking - should ask one of his Grand Officers (usually one of the Grand 
Marshals in attendance) if not already recognized by the Master of Ceremonies to do the introduction of 
the Grand Head of Body Speaking After introducing the Current and Past Grand Officers present along 
with the DGLs and Inspectors (ritual staff as appropriate) in attendance either Before his remarks 
(preferred) or After his remarks (also OK). Don’t forget to do these introductions!! Grand Head of Body 
Speaking then proceeds to deliver his remarks in full. 

Master of Ceremonies – After thanking the speaker, he can ask for questions for that Grand Head of 
Body and/or Introduces the presiding officer of each sponsoring constituent body present (including Blue 
Lodge Masters when it is the GM turn) and calls upon each one in turn with the host constituent bodies 
last in each group to make whatever virtual presentation (arranged IN ADVANCE) they have for the 
Grand Head of Body Speaking. Don’t forget to include the Grand Master in these presentations! This 
would include charitable donations to the charities of that Body if appropriate AND gifts for the lady of 
the Grand Head of Body Speaking if desired. 

Grand Head of Body Speaking – makes his presentations (virtually) back to each presiding officer and 
his spouse (if present or otherwise desired) or the senior officer present from that constituent body and 
his lady (if present). Once all exchanges have been made virtually, he announces that his part is 
complete. 

Master of Ceremonies – Introduces the next Head of Body Speaking or the Grand Officer in charge of 
introductions for that body (preferred). Repeat the procedure above for each Grand York Rite Body 
present. If there is a musical interlude, the Master of Ceremonies will introduce the interlude per the 
announced agenda and ask for appreciation of the performers. If the Grand Master of Masons is speaking 
(not just in attendance as a guest), then ensure that all thanks and acknowledgements for putting on the 
event are done Before the Grand Master is introduced! 

Master of Ceremonies – wraps up with thanks for the folks that made the reception possible, don’t 
forget the Host of the virtual meeting IF the Grand Master of Masons is Not speaking (otherwise done 
before the introduction of the Grand Master of Masons). Finally, introduce the Chaplain for the 
Benediction. Adjourn! 

Notes: 

Dress Code: The invitation will set the appropriate dress code for the event. The Master of Ceremonies 
should be dressed for Blue Lodge unless he is presenting as the presiding officer of one of the constituent 
bodies in attendance. All presenting officers should be dressed as the Grand Head of Body they are 
supporting prescribes. Changing coats and ties for each segment of the program is acceptable if desired, 
but not necessary unless presenting on behalf of that body. The Grand Officers and presenting Officers 
should be dressed as prescribed by the Grand Head of Body they are representing; coat, tie and jewel to 
match the Grand Head of Body’s desires. All other officers and members will wear the respective coat and 
tie of the constituent body they wish to represent. It is desirable to change coat, tie and uniform if 
presenting for more than one constituent body. 

Setup of Lodge Room if utilized for pictorial ceremonial purposes will be with Constituent Body Banners 
(Chapter, Council, Commandery, Blue Lodge, as desired, AMD, etc.). Altar will be draped with an altar 
cloth with a Closed Bible surmounting, (if desired for viewing). 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Most Excellent Companion  
Richard W. Bullard, KYGCH, Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter 

Royal Arch Masons of California 

Calendar 

Most Illustrious Companion 

Robert A. Morrison, KYGCH, Grand Master, Grand Council Cryptic 
Masons of California 

Calendar 

Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez 

162nd Right Eminent Grand Commander, Grand Commandery, 
Knights Templar of California 

Calendar 

Philip Hardiman, KTCH, PGHP 

Grand Secretary/Recorder 
1123 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

The Workman 

 

Thomas A Krummell, KCT, KYCH 
Assistant Grand Secretary/Recorder 
1123 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Richard E. Thornton, KCT, KYCH 
 

Encompasser 
 
Sword and Trowel 
 

Grand York Rite of California 

Facebook 

  

mailto:rw.bullard@gmail.com
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghpcalendar.html
mailto:bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/calendar.html
mailto:cmarquez434@gmail.com
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itinerary.html
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/GHP_Newsletter.html
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:richard@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/encompasser.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/bulletin.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghpcalendar.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Grand.York.Rite.of.California/
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Most Excellent Companion 
Richard W. Bullard, KYCH & Lady Sharon 

Grand High Priest Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 
San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Right Excellent Companion 

Raymond A. Broomfield, DSM-B, KYCH  

& Lady Christine 

Grand King  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Ventura Chapter No. 50 

Excellent Companion 

R. Scott Husmann, KYCH & Lady Robyn 

Grand Scribe  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Delta Chapter No. 27 

Most Excellent Companion 
Leland G. Routt, DSM-B, KTCH, KYGCH, 

& Lady Leslie 

Grand Treasurer  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Stockton Chapter No. 2 

Most Excellent Companion 
Phil Hardiman, EKA, DSM-B, KTCH, KCT, 
KYGCH, PGHP & Lady Nancy 

Grand Secretary  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 
Sacramento Chapter No. 3 

Most Excellent Companion 
Steven R. Goad, KTCH, KYGCH, PGHP 

Grand Lecturer Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 
Norris C. Viles Chapter No. 153 

Excellent Companion 

Philip W. Sugg III, & Lady Kathleen 

Grand Chaplain North 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Gold Country Chapter No. 11 

Excellent Companion 

Gary M. Creason, & Lady Mia 

Grand Chaplain South 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas A. Krummell, DSM-B, KCT, KYCH  

& Lady Marcia  

Assistant Grand Secretary  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Delta Chapter No. 27 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas Chavez, KYCH & Lady Angie 

Grand Captain of the Host 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

California Chapter No. 1 

Excellent Companion 

David E. Sokol, DSM-B, KTCH, KYCH & Lady Sandy 

Grand Principle Sojourner 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Shasta Chapter No. 9 

Excellent Companion 

David G. Rathgeber, & Lady Nancy 

Grand Royal Arch Captain 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Triangle Chapter No. 155 

Excellent Companion 

Jonathan P. Dilley, & Lady Janelle 

Grand Master of the Third Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
Santa Monica Bay Chapter No. 97 

Excellent Companion 

Richard M. Villegas 

Grand Master of the Second Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
High Desert Chapter No. 127 

Excellent Companion 

Christopher Radcliffe, & Lady Deyanira 

Grand Master of the First Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
Tyre Chapter No. 130 

Excellent Companion 

W. Austin Swank, & Lady Julia 

Grand Orator 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 
San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Excellent Companion 

Rollie Q. Caabay, & Lady Sophie 

Grand Marshal North 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Naval Chapter No. 35 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas R. Handell, & Lady Terri 

Grand Marshal South 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Triangle Chapter No. 155 

Excellent Companion 

R. Aaron Bullard 

Grand Musician 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

San Diego Chapter No. 61 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas E. Colgan, & Lady Addie 

Grand Soloist 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Triangle Chapter No. 155 

Excellent Companion 

John E. Trexel, Lady Dorothy 

Grand Sentinel 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

San Diego Chapter No. 61 

 

  

mailto:rw.bullard@gmail.com
mailto:raybroomfield@msn.com
mailto:husmann@sebastiancorp.net
mailto:Leland@Lroutt.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:steve.goad@gmail.com
mailto:psugg@prodigy.net
mailto:gcreason63@cox.net
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:thomas.c.chavez@gmail.com
mailto:dsdsokol@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dgr101155@gmail.com
mailto:dilleyhq@gmail.com
mailto:richardvillegas1@yahoo.com
mailto:papi_164654@icloud.com
mailto:swank.austin2@gmail.com
mailto:caabayr@comcast.net
mailto:tomhandell@gmail.com
mailto:r.aaron.bullard@gmail.com
mailto:colgan4849@gmail.com
mailto:jtrexel2@gmail.com


 

January 2021    Volume 21 No. 1     Page 22 of 37 

 

 

Most Illustrious Companion 
Robert A. Morrison, KYGCH & Lady Pauline 
Grand Master, Cryptic Masons of California 

Butte Council No. 50 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Peter G. Champion, KYCH & Lady Janice 

Deputy Grand Master 
Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Guy M. Chalmers, KYCH & Lady Jeanne 

Grand Principle Conductor of the Work 
Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Redwood Empire Council No. 46 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Thomas A. Krummell, KYCH & Lady Marcia 

Grand Treasurer, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 
Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Philip Hardiman, KYGCH, PGHP, & Lady Nancy 
Grand Recorder, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 
Sacramento Council No. 1 

Right Illustrious Companion 
K. Mark Harris, KYCH 

Grand Director of Ritual, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 
Oakland Council No. 12 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Michael T. Sherman, KYCH 

Grand Captain of the Guard 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Helix Council No. 58 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Jeffrey A. White, KYCH & Lady Lisa 

Grand Conductor of the Council 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Pacific Council No. 37 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Andrew B. Pippin, KYCH, & Lady Juli 

Grand Steward, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Ventura Council No. 15 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Richard E. Thornton, KYCH, Lady Cara 

Grand Sentinel, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Stockton Council No. 5 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Arthur H. Walton, KYCH & Lady Patricia 

Grand Chaplin-North, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

California Council No. 2 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Christian G. Marano, KYCH & Lady Mara 

Grand Chaplin-South, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38 

Right Illustrious Companion 

John L Copper III, KYGCH, & Lady Heather 

Grand Orator 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Thomas A. Krummell, KYCH, & Lady Marcia 

Assistant Grand Secretary 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion  

Jarrod D. Washington, KYCH & Lady Melissa 

Grand Marshal-North Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Robert K. Geiger & Lady Luisa 

Grand Marshal-South Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Adoniram-Whittier Council No. 53 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Matt Hyde & Lady Nicole 

Grand Bible Bearer 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Omega Council No. 11 

Right Illustrious Companion 
Mike Edwards & Lady Cindi 

Grand Standard Bearer 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Marysville Council No. 3 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Merrick R. Hamer 

Grand Organist, Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Alpha Council No. 39 

 

  

  

mailto:bpmorrison@sbcglobal.net
mailto:masonictrivia.com
mailto:jmc329@aol.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteof%20california.org
mailto:songmaster1@mac.com
mailto:wolfen1106@Cox.net
mailto:jeffjw62@gmail.com
mailto:andy@ajpippin.us
mailto:sj19secretary@att.net
mailto:arthurwalton@gmail.com
mailto:cgmarano@gmail.com
mailto:johnlilburnfreemason@gmailcom
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:ssgtwashington@yahoo.com
mailto:rkgeiger@charter.net
mailto:matt@matthyde.com
mailto:sterlingcoins@comcast.net
mailto:Mrhamer@Yahoo.com
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Sir Knight Cirilo P. Marquez, KYCH 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight David W. Studley, KYCH 

Deputy Grand Commander  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Pacific Commandery No. 3 

Sir Knight Craig L. Flagtwet, KYCH 

Grand Generalissimo  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

St. Bernard Commandery No. 23 

Sir Knight Roger S. Ross, KYCH 

Grand Captain-General  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Orange County Commandery No. 36 

Sir Knight Jordan T. Yelinek, KYCH 

Grand Senior Warden  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Morris Siminoff Commandery No. 80 

Sir Knight Joseph K. Dongo, KYCH 
Grand Junior Warden Standard Bearer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Sacramento Commandery No. 2 

Sir Knight Raymond E. Davies 
Grand Prelate 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Golden West Commandery 43 

Sir Knight Stephen E. Alderete, KYGCH REPGC 

Grand Treasurer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
St. Bernard Commandery No. 23 

Sir Knight Phil Hardiman, OSV, KYGCH, PGHP 

Grand Recorder 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
Sacramento Commandery No. 2 

Sir Knight Rick L. Baca, KYCH 

Grand Standard Bearer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight Teodorico “TJ” Oliva, & Lady Karla 

Grand Sword Bearer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight Christian G. Marano & Lady Mara 

Grand Warder 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

San Luis Obispo Commandery No. 27 

Sir Knight David J. Williams, KYCH, & Lady Nataly 

Grand Sentinel 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight James G. Baum, KCT, KYGCH 

Director of Ritual 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

High Desert Commandery No. 79 

Sir Knight Thomas A. Krummell, KCT, KYCH 

Assistant Grand Recorder 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Auburn Commandery No. 52 

 

  

mailto:cmarquez434@gmail.com
mailto:studleylaw66@gmail.com
mailto:craigflagtwet@gmail.com
mailto:rogesq25@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jordan.yelinek@gmail.com
mailto:joe@josephdongo.com
mailto:raydavies@earthlink.net
mailto:sealderete@aol.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:rick_baca@hotmail.com
mailto:tjoliva@gmail.com
mailto:cgmarano@gmail.com
mailto:hotdjdave@yahoo.com
mailto:jamesgbaum@msn.com
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
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Activities in our State & in a Galaxy far, far, Away 
But first this is me and my dog.  "A man and his dog were walking along a road. The man was enjoying 
the scenery, when it suddenly occurred to him that he was dead. 

He remembered dying, and that the dog walking beside him had been dead for years. He wondered where 
the road was leading them. 

After a while, they came to a high, white stone wall along one side of the road. It looked like fine marble. 
At the top of a long hill, it was broken by a tall arch that glowed in the sunlight. 

When he was standing before it, he saw a magnificent gate in the arch that looked like mother-of-pearl, 
and the street that led to the gate looked like pure gold. He and the dog walked toward the gate, and as 
he got closer, he saw a man at a desk to one side. 

When he was close enough, he called out, 'Excuse me, where are we?' 

'This is Heaven, sir,' the man answered. 

Would you happen to have some water?' the man asked. 

Of course, sir. Come right in, and I'll have some ice water brought right up'.  The man gestured, 

and the gate began to open. 

'Can my friend,' gesturing toward his dog, 'come in, too?' the traveler asked. 

'I'm sorry, sir, but we don't accept pets.' 

The man thought a moment and then turned back toward the road and continued the way he had been 
going with his dog. 

After another long walk, and at the top of another long hill, he came to a dirt road leading through a farm 
gate that looked as if it had never been closed. There was no fence. As he approached the gate, he saw a 
man inside, leaning against a tree and reading a book. 

'Excuse me!' he called to the man. 'Do you have any water?' 

'Yeah, sure, there's a pump over there, come on in..' 

'How about my friend here?' the traveler gestured to the dog. 

‘There should be a bowl by the pump.' 

They went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an old-fashioned hand pump with a bowl beside 
it. The traveler filled the water bowl and took a long drink himself, then he gave some to the dog. 

When they were full, he and the dog walked back toward the man who was standing by the tree. 

'What do you call this place?' the traveler asked. 

This is Heaven,' he answered. 

'Well, that's confusing,' the traveler said. 'The man down the road said that was Heaven, too.' 

'Oh, you mean the place with the gold street and pearly gates? Nope. That's hell.' 

'Doesn't it make you mad for them to use your name like that?' 

'No, we're just happy that they screen out the folks who would leave their best friends behind.'"  

Dogs & Cats are family      
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June 26, 2021 we will celebrate annual conferral of the Capitular Degrees. You well know that 47 is a 
significant number in Masonry. As explained in the Hieroglyphical Emblems of the Third Degree lecture, 
“The 47th Problem of Euclid was an invention of our ancient friend and brother, the great Pythagoras, 
who, in his travels through Asia, Africa and Europe, was initiated into several orders of Priesthood, and 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason.” The Comptche Outdoor Degree Association has, therefore, 
decided to name next year’s class in honor of Pythagoras, and establish a goal of 47 candidates! To 
achieve this laudable objective, it is crucial that all Companions begin now to identify prospective 
candidates, and continue to do so throughout the year, and be always ready to talk about the Royal Arch 
Degree. Plan on making a Lodge or a Family vacation out of the event and stay a few days! The 
Fish Fry Friday night and the BBQ Saturday night are always events of great conviviality, to be 
enjoyed by friends, brothers and family alike! 

Larry Tunzi, a Companion and owner of the Ranch, allows us to park RVs, or setup tents, on the 
property in order to enjoy the Festival without excess travel and boarding cost, if you choose to do so. In 
addition to the cook shack, there is a separate shack for dressing and showering, as well as men’s and 
women’s facilities. See picture below: 

In the following picture, you can see some of the space that is available for parking RVs. Off to the right 
and left are areas under the trees for camping, enjoyed by many Companions each year

 

 



 

January 2021    Volume 21 No. 1     Page 27 of 37 

 



 

January 2021    Volume 21 No. 1     Page 28 of 37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

January 2021    Volume 21 No. 1     Page 29 of 37 

There is No York Rite in England 

The first Grand Lodge in the world was proclaimed as the ‘revival’ of Freemasonry. This occurred at an 
Assembly of Free and Accepted Masons that constituted the ‘Grand Lodge of London and Westminster’ at 
the Goose and Gridiron Ale house in London on the 24 June 1717. Now known as the United Grand 
Lodge of England.  

There is no York Rite in England as in California that is composed of the Mark, Past Master (Virtual), 
Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch.  

The Mark degree is under the auspices of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England, Wales 
and its’ Districts and Lodge Overseas. The Grand Master, since 1982, is HRH Prince Michael of Kent. (He 
is the younger brother of HRH The Duke of Kent, Grand Master of the U.G.L.E., and cousin to HM Queen 
Elisabeth II). 

The Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons has a larger membership than that of the Grand Lodge of 
California. 

There are about 19 separate Grand Lodges of Mark Master Masons worldwide.  

There is no Past Master (Virtual) Degree in England only an actual ‘Past Master’ degree. This Past Master 
degree, the name of ‘Past’ is a misnomer and often referred to as a ‘Chair’ Degree. It is conferred, in a 
tiled meeting, upon the Presiding Officer elect, by Installed Past Presiding Officers of that organization. 

The Most Excellent Master Degree is much shorter and is part of the Royal and Select (Cryptic) degrees.  

The Royal Arch Degree is conferred in a Chapter under the auspices of the Supreme Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons. In addition to the Royal Arch Degree, that takes about one hour fifteen minutes to 
confer, there are three ‘Chair’ Degrees for the three Principal Officers. The First Grand Principal of the 
Supreme Chapter is HRH the Duke of Kent.  He is also Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of 
England and was installed in 1967. Both Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter are separate and 
autonomous. 

I received my Craft, Concordant and Scottish Rite degrees in England and served as one of nine 
appointed Stewards in my Lodge. A Steward in England works, as referred to in the California 
Installation ritual, “In olden times, your province was to superintend and provide for the Festivals of the 
Craft, to assist in the collection of dues and subscriptions, to keep an account of the expenses for 
refreshments, and to see that the tables were properly supplied and every Brother suitably provided for 
and to assist in service to the members. Dress was a business suit and white gloves worn in the Lodge”. 

‘In olden times….’ our duty as Stewards was to ‘man’ the Bar after the Stated meeting closed and before 
dinner. We would then wait as wine stewards during the Festive Board. All meals were catered and 
served by waiting staff. 

Eight years later, I progressed to serve as Tyler of the Lodge. By which time I was able to recite the ritual 
of all three degrees. However, during Schools of Instruction practices we were never allowed to sit in the 
Master’s Chair. A stool was placed in front. In England only a Master or Past Master can sit in the East 
and confer degrees. At that time, it would have taken another 6 years to become Master of the Lodge. 

Unlike California there is no uniform ritual enforced upon the various Masonic organizations. In the 
U.G.L.E. there are 19 different rituals available with 9 in common usage. The Royal Arch, Mark Master 
Masons. Cryptic Council and Knights Templar have slight variations in the ritual. Stated Meetings can be 
just two a year but the norm is six a year with the summer months omitted. 

My Lodge had nine meetings a year. My son’s Lodge had five. My father’s Lodge had eight. Special 
Meetings very rarely take place and then only after a Dispensation. There is one annual Ladies Night in 
the Craft. It is a splendid event held at a Hotel with gifts for the ladies. Cost is in the range of $100 per 
person.  

The Lodge and Concordant Bodies are responsible to ensure the ritual is taught and presented correctly. 
They also decide who is competent to assume Offices in the Lodge or Concordant Body. Grand Lodge or 
the respective Concordant Body do not interfere or dictate to the Lodge, Chapter, Council or Preceptory 
on how to run internal management unless called upon through gross negligence or incompetence. The 
Director of Ceremonies in the Lodge or Concordant Body (Officer’s Coach) is the disciplinarian and 
controls all ritual and ceremonies. There are no Festivals. I received all my degrees as a single candidate. 

When a Lodge reaches a membership near one hundred it is encouraged to form another Lodge. Most 
Lodges have about forty members, Chapters about thirty, Councils and Preceptories (Commandery) have 
about 20 members. 

Generally, all Masonic meetings begin at 6 p.m. and are followed by a Festive Board with the last Toast 
soon after 9 p.m. Degrees are shorter as there are no lectures similar to those used in California. Both 
the Royal Arch and Mark Degrees take just over one hour, that includes a business meeting, and are 
conferred at the Stated Meeting. All business is conducted prior to the Stated Meeting by a committee. 

The Council Degrees are Most Excellent Master, Royal Master, Select Master and Super Excellent Master.  
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As with all the other degrees the Knight Templar Orders are much shorter and followed by a Festive 
Board. 

The Council head is the Grand Council of the Order of Royal and Select Masters of England, Wales and 
its’ Districts and Lodges Overseas. 

The Great Priory of the United Religious Military and Masonic Order of the Temple and of St. John of 
Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta of England, Wales and its provinces Overseas is presided over by 
the Most Eminent Grand Master. The Commandery/Preceptory is very exclusive and composed of three 
Orders. I had only been a Mason for 6 years when to my surprise I was invited. I found I was among 
some of the most distinguished Masons in the area. We met three times a year and it would have taken 
me 15 years to preside as Preceptor/ Commander.  

In all the degrees and orders, you are expected to buy your own regalia. After serving as the presiding 
officer of the Lodge, or any of the Concordant Bodies you buy your own past presiding officer regalia. If 
you continue to serve in some capacity for two or more years, you may be invited (based upon merit) to 
receive a Provincial or District Grand rank, for which you pay a fee and again, buy your own regalia. If 
you continue to serve in an active capacity over a period of years then you may be offered Grand Rank 
and you pay a fee and buy your own regalia! 

There are various levels of Provincial and Grand rank and the higher the rank offered is a reflection of 
merit for the service you have given. This system serves as an incentive for those who have passed 
through the Chair to continue to serve their Lodge or Concordant Body.  

At the Stated Meeting there is usually a collection for the Almoners Fund. The Festive Board costs 
around $40 and there is a raffle for charity and you are expected to spend at least $10. At most meetings 
there are a number of visitors who are invited by members. The member pays for the meal for the guest 
and very often there is a reciprocal arrangement when you are invited to your guest's meeting. 

Charity raised from members is a significant part of all meetings. 

If you plan to visit one of the Masonic entities under the English constitution then you will need to 
purchase regalia as it is not provided to visitors. If you are a Past Presiding Officers the regalia costs 
more.  

The fees to receive the degrees and Orders are higher than those charged in California, being related to 
annual dues. 

Based upon 12 years as an English Freemason and 31 years as a California Freemason I believe one of 
the main differences between Freemasonry in California and England is: California is very intrusive upon 
the autonomy of the constituent Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery/Preceptory. 

In England, the Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery/Preceptory decide who is best qualified to 
serve as the presiding Officer and manage its own internal finances without intrusion from the Grand 
organization. This difference is like being a tenant or being the owner. This subtle difference is reflected 
in the attitude by which members assume responsibility to create a Lodge, Chapter, Council or 
Commandery/Preceptory of which they are proud to entertain visitors – even from the Grand Body! 

California is much more open and democratic in the way Grand Officers conduct themselves among 
members. Both Jurisdictions contribute towards various charitable causes. 

There is NOTHING in England that equals the Masonic Homes in California. 

 

Edgar W. Fentum. PGHP., KYGCH., KTCH. 

Past Master: Medina Mark Master Masons Lodge No. 140 

Isle of Wight England 1984 

Past Provincial Grand Junior Deacon 

Prov. G. Lodge of Hampshire and I.W. GL MMM Eng. 1987 

Grand Rep to: GL of MMM Eng. 2000 Grand Council Royal and Select Masters Eng. 2005 

Supreme Grand Chapter New South Wales Australia. 1999  
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This Year, There's Lots to Be Thankful For 

As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, I have contemplated what this holiday will be like 
during the worst pandemic we have experienced in over 100 years. Our brethren, our Masonic 
family, and our fellow citizens are all suffering from the effects of sustained confinement, 

economic hardship, and the loss of loved ones. Still, I feel more thankful this year than ever 
before. 

I am thankful for being part of the greatest fraternity in the world. Together, California Masons 

have responded to our recent challenges by offering relief at record levels—by directly supporting 
distressed Masons and their families, and by providing aid to our communities. And I am 

thankful that we are focused on the future. In spite of the significant obstacles we face today, we 
move ever forward by improving ourselves and the communities we live in.  

Barbara and I wish each of you and your families a happy, safe and healthy Thanksgiving. 
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Grand Lodge of England from above 
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Tour of Freemasons' Hall, London | Museum of Freemasonry - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Do9yXInXgrs&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3SB41HxNb426XgZ5wG7Kf6NJMP5akzG7EkCKLcWb652qSyNowdYfL_bsk
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On Saturday, December 5, Knowle Masonic Centre (KMC) hosted an initiative to collect food, 
toiletries and toys for less fortunate people this Christmas. Members arrived at the car park of 
KMC one by one in accordance with Covid 19 measures. Some came with their families and some 
alone. Every donating member was met with a warm welcome and thank you from the KMC Board 
who had assembled - albeit socially distanced to comply with the regulations. What turned one 
cold morning into unforgettable and collective moments of appreciation was everyone’s 
enthusiasm for charity.  

 
KMC Board ready to welcome donators 

All food and toiletries were taken to the Renewal Church in Solihull which is the main distribution 
centre for the Trussell Food Bank Trust in the area. As the Trust reports, there are more than 14 
million people, 4.5 million of which are children, who live in poverty in the UK. Let alone the 
devastating consequences of the pandemic on our society in 2020, food bank use increased by 
74% in the last five years. All items have been sorted and stored professionally to provide 
emergency access to thousands of people who rely on the support of caring communities. 
 

The pictures show the significant amount donated by our selfless members. The Church make 
nearly 100 food drops a day to deserving people in the local Solihull area. KMC also donated £500 
in cash to them from its members in order to buy further food bank items. 

 

The toys were originally destined for the local hospital but unfortunately, with COVID admissions 
are just not taking place so KMC agreed with them to take all toys to Birmingham City Mission (the 
Mission). The Mission is a wonderful organization which, each Christmas, delivers a 'Toy 
Christmas Box' to around 3,000 children in the area. Those children quite literally will not receive 
a single other present so everyone should be very proud of all of those toys donated! 

 
Dropping off toys and money at the Birmingham Mission 

 

https://www.birminghamcitymission.org.uk/christmas-toylink/
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January 11 at 9:36 PM ·  

There is almost no man who could be considered the equal to our Illustrious Brother George Washington, and yet there was 
General and Brother Hugh Mercer.  In build and stature and even in character and integrity, Mercer was Washington’s equal 
and many said their appearance were similar, so much so that the British army believed they had captured Washington when 
they cornered Mercer at Princeton.   

As a young Scotsman, Hugh Mercer completed his schooling in time for the Jacobite rebellion and sided with the Bonnie Prince 
Charles against the Hanoverians.  He was present at the Battle of Culloden Moor, where the rebellious Scots were defeated 
and although he was in supporting as an assistant surgeon, he was now declared a fugitive from British law. 

Nine months of hiding, he was given passage to America and he left Scotland behind.  He arrived in Philadelphia and because 
he was still a fugitive, he made his way to the Pennsylvania frontier to become a country doctor.  It was here he was given a 
happy few years to practice his trade, but with the beginning of the French and Indian War, he found himself in support of the 
very army which he earlier fought.   

He became a Captain in the Pennsylvania militia and found within himself a talent for tactics and logistics, which was of use 
because the Indians supporting the French were constantly raiding the frontier, killing some people while taking others as 
hostages.  Under Colonel Armstrong, Mercer and his men participated in the Battle of Kittanning, which ended the Indian 
raids for good and made both Mercer and Armstrong the “Heroes of Kittanning”, making him one of the most known Americans 
of the time.   

Mercer was promoted to Colonel and put in charge of the Pennsylvania militia during the Forbes campaign and it is here that 
Mercer meets and befriends Colonel Washington, who is commanding the Virginia militia.  These two develop a strong bond 
of friendship that remains.  Another Virginian who bonds with Mercer is George Weedon, who was an aide to Washington. 
When the war ends, Mercer is convinced to come to Fredericksburg to begin his practice anew.   

Mercer is immediately accepted into the Washington/Lewis/Dick family and becomes Mary Washington’s physician. He also 
finds happiness in the influence of many Scottish merchants and he makes the town his home.  Mercer becomes a member of 
Fredericksburg Masonic Lodge and he becomes a fixture as a leader of the community.   

From its inception in 1752, Fredericksburg Lodge met at the Widow Jones’ tavern and it is here where Washington became a 
member.  But upon the death of Barbara Jones, the Masons moved their meetings to Charles Julian's tavern, allowing Hugh 
Mercer to offer to pay rent to her children, to establish his Apothecary shop at this very location. 

This is important to note because Barbara Jones husband was a Mason and Masons obligate themselves to care for the widows 
and orphans of other Masons, so they would find the means to ensure the health and livelihood of these families.  It is likely 
the leasing of the building is one means by which this obligation was met. 

In 1763, George Weedon moves to Fredericksburg from Port Royal, affiliates with Fredericksburg Lodge and it is during this 
time that George Weedon marries Catherine Gordon and takes over the Gordon family tavern while Hugh Mercer marries 
Isabel Gordon and purchases Ferry Farm in 1772, Washington’s childhood home. 
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While very active in medicine and other business ventures, the records of the Lodge shows that Hugh Mercer headed up 
various ad hoc Lodge committees to resolve issues.  He never sat as an officer of the Lodge but this is not unusual as holding 
the office of Worshipful Master requires great time and dedication. 

Mercer partnered up with John Julian and with the death of Dr. Sutherland and with Dr. Clements moving from the area, his 
practiced flourished, with over 243 accounts and over 100 local patients.  Gentry, merchants, tavern keepers, craftsmen and 
river business all came to him for their medical needs. 

But all this ended in 1776, with the American Revolution.  It is reported by an English tourist in Fredericksburg, who made 
note of Weedon as “very active and zealous in blowing the seeds of sedition” but reported Hugh Mercer as “ever the 
gentleman” and could not understand the relationship between the two. 

With the beginnings of the American Revolution, Fredericksburg forms an independent company and elects Hugh Mercer to be 
its Captain and they march onto Williamsburg to put a stop to the machinations of the Royal Governor.  Arriving in 
Williamsburg, they are greeted by other companies and Virginia and with the Royal Governor in flight, the Colonial 
government proceeds to establish new military regiments.   

While Hugh Mercer’s name was always at the top of the list to command, many Virginians dismissed him because he was a 
“northern Briton”, so in building the first regiment, Patrick Henry was instead elected, followed by William Woodford for the 
second regiment.  When one of Mercer’s allies push Mercer to promote himself, Mercer is reported to say, “I am willing to 
serve my adopted country in any capacity she may need me.” 

For his eloquence of words, he is finally elected to command the third regiment.  It is during this time in Williamsburg that he 
continues to make a name for himself, putting down a rebellion of frontiersmen by use of both force and words, only to bring 
them back into the fold.  Mercer for his actions in Kittanning and his time on the frontier, is well loved by these rugged men. 

When Congress orders Washington to hold New York City against the British Army and Navy, Washington demands that he be 
given Hugh Mercer, to command his “Flying Camp”, a fast-moving regiment of frontiersmen, who can run intelligence up and 
down the New Jersey shoreline watching for British activity, while living off the land to survive. Congress agrees, commissions 
Mercer a Brigadier General and sends him orders to join Washington.    

Despite all Washington’s preparations, New York City is not defensible, and the American Army loses the city with much 
casualties and flees for Pennsylvania.  The Americans enters the “Crisis of the Revolution”, the men are on the verge of 
leaving the army and America still needs a victory to improve moral and to gain the support of the French.   

Major John Armstrong, a future Secretary of War during the War of 1812, reports in his diary that during Washington's War 
Council, it was General Hugh Mercer’s plan to gain a victory by crossing the Delaware to attack the Hessians at Trenton on 
Christmas night.  It is further reported that this is the reason why Mercer was given the honor of leading the attack down one 
of the two main streets of Trenton.   

With victory at Trenton, moral was improved, the men continued their enlistment, and the French agreed to begin sending 
supplies and support to the Americans.  The British are stunned by this news and sends General Cornwallis to deal with the 
Americans once and for all.  Washington tricks Cornwallis, and heads north to capture Princeton, while Cornwallis 
mistakenly pursues Washington southward.   

Hugh Mercer, in charge of over two hundred men, is at the vanguard of the American army when they come across British 
Colonel Mawhood's two regiments, racing southward to reinforce Cornwallis.  With the fog heavy, Mercer and Mawhood’s 
men are practically upon each other.  Both sides makes a rush for the orchards for defense and Mercer’s men makes it there 
first, but Mawhood, at close-quarters, notices that of all of Mercer’s men, most were frontiersmen with fragile long rifles and 
only twenty have muskets and bayonets for melee. 

Mawhood orders a bayonet charge and successfully overwhelms Mercer’s men who retreat. Mercer’s horse is shot from under 
him and in surrounding him the British orders Mercer to surrender, believing him to be George Washington.  Outnumbered 
and completely surrounded, Mercer chooses to get up, draw his sword and fights an unequaled contest, receiving nine wounds 
total from sword, bayonet, and musket butt. It is George Washington himself who leads the counterattack to rescue Mercer, but 
by the time they reached him, he is already mortally wounded and dies nine days later on January 12, 1777.    

In General James Wilkinson’s Memoirs, several interesting particulars of the life and services of General Mercer are related, 
and in alluding to his death, that writer remarks: 

“In General Mercer we lost at Princeton a chief who for his education, talents, disposition, integrity and patriotism, he was 
second to no man but the commander-in-chief, and was qualified to fill the highest trusts of the country.” 

General Wilkinson also noted, that the evening before the battle of Princeton, Mercer was in the tent of Mason and General St. 
Clair with several other officers who were talking about their recent promotions that they worked hard for and earned in 
service to which Hugh Mercer remarked, “If this War was for Ambition, then I would have no part in it, for each man should 
just be happy to serve in the position that he would be most useful.” 

Brother Mercer also stated during this gathering of young officers that he had only one objective: “For my part I have but one 
object in view, and that is the success of the cause. God can witness how cheerfully I would lay down my life to secure it!” Little 
did Hugh Mercer or any of those officers know that a few hours later this pact with God would be kept. 

The Virginia Gazette reports on the April 4, 1777 edition:  

"The 26th ult. The members of the Fredericksburg lodge, accompanied by a number of visiting brethren, met by appointment 
at the lodge room, in honour to their late worthy brother, brigadier general HUGH MERCER, from whence they went in 
procession to church, and heard a sermon suitable to the occasion preached by their chaplain, from the 14th verse of the 13th 
chapter of Hebrews, ‘For here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come’." 

Upon the final visit of the Marquis de Lafayette to the United States in 1824, it was reported that while attending a meeting at 
Fredericksburg Lodge, a Lodge member asked Lafayette of his memory of Hugh Mercer, to which Lafayette reported: 
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“Oh!, no, you well know that Mercer fell in January of 1777 and I reached the United States that spring; but on my arrival, I 
found that the army and the whole country had his name on their lips and he was so well praised and adored that I felt as if I 
knew him personally!” 

Mercer’s family remains part of American history, two of note is the famous songwriter, Johnny Mercer, and through Hugh 
Mercer’s daughter, Ann Mercer Patton, we are given General George Patton, of World War II fame.  

Had General and Brother Hugh Mercer not fallen so early in the War, he would have likely been better remembered.  But 
history is clear that during those days, he was most loved, well remembered and clearly a man of the same quality and mettle 
as Washington. 

Scottish Son, Masonic Brother, American Father.  Hugh Mercer. 

 

 


