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Most Excellent Companion Raymond A. Broomfield, KYGCH  

167th Grand High Priest,  

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

 

Companions, 

Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, found me 
driving to the Northern DeMolay 
Convention being held in Burlingame on 
Friday. It’s about a seven-hour drive with a 
meal stop and a leg-stretch. Chris and I 
talk on long drives like husband and wives 
do with that enforced quiet time. The 
topics range from doctor appointment, a 
hot topic at our age, projects around the 
house, the shopping that needs to be done 
when we get some, and of course, Masonry. 
I’m sure you can imagine where my 
interest lay. I’ll give you a clue, it wasn’t 
the honey-does. But I digress.  Chris is a 
good listener and asks those kinds of 
questions that make one think about the 
“Why” something is done. One of the 
quickest ways to discover an error in 
thinking is trying to explain the “Why” of a 
contemplated action. This drive was no 
different. I would share a Masonic 
challenge I was wrestling with, and my 
thoughts on a possible solution. Chris’s 
“Why” would frame the issue in a different 
light and give me something to ponder as 
the endless miles stretched before us.  One 
of those Masonic topics was a recent Zoom 
Meeting I had with the High Priests of our 
chapters. It was a most encouraging video 
conference, and I was very pleased to hear 
that Chapters were meeting in person, 
having guest speakers, some having enough 
in attendance to do a regular 9-man 
opening. So, when I mentioned to Chris 
that York Rite needed to do more at our 
meetings than read the minutes and pay 
the bills to have a successful meeting, 
Chris asked “Why aren’t you?”  

How do you answer a question that goes so 
directly to the heart of an issue? Well, you 
think, and you think, and you think some 
more. About a hundred miles worth of 
thinking. When we pulled up to the Hyatt 
Regency in Burlingame I still hadn’t come 
up with a satisfying answer. If you have 
ever been to one of the conventions of 
DeMolay, Job’s Daughters or Rainbow for 
Girls, you can’t help being swept up in 
their enthusiasm. I watched how they 
interacted with each other and listened to 
some impressive speakers such as Miss 
Jessica Anderson, Miss California Job 
Daughters; or Brother Cade Lowrence, 

International Master Councilor who was 
from Tennessee. These are the future 
leaders of Masonry. This ethos of our 
Masonic youths is not reserved just for 
conventions, it is part and parcel of their 

meetings, of who they are. They have 
answered the question, “Why aren’t you?” I 
would like to suggest we need to consider 
several things our youth groups get right 
and are worthy of emulation. They are 
friendly to everyone, young and old. They 
have esprit de corps, as evidenced several 
times with cheering for an individual 
receiving an award, and for their youth 
group. They spoke of how important ritual 
was to their development as individuals. 

Several mentioned giving support back to 
their communities. And they had fun, lots 
of fun. The challenge for York Rite is 
building on these qualities, especially for 
DeMolay as they are a rich source for 
membership in York Rite. Today’s world is 
much different than the one most York 
Rite members grew up with, but 
enthusiasm for Masonic ideals is still 
strong. A DeMolay transitioning to Blue 
Lodge and the York Rite has a yard stick to 
measure our activities against his 
experience in DeMolay. If we are found 
wanting then that fire of Masonic 
enthusiasm is diminished, to the profound 
detriment of York Rite. York Rite Masonry 
is more than just the past and the present. 
It must embrace the future represented by 
our Masonic youth groups. We should not 
be afraid of change for it is an inevitable 
part of life. The Masonry of today retains 
its traditions and ritual but continues to 
evolve in ways not contemplated even 
twenty years ago. The experiences of our 
Masonic youths in their organizations can 
help York Rite remain relevant in society. 
So, look at the way we can incorporate 
friendliness in our meetings, encourage 
comradeship and brotherly love, remember 
that the quality of our ritual makes a 
lasting impression on a new member, and 
above all, make your meetings enjoyable. 

Perhaps that is the answer to Chris’s 
question on the need to reevaluate our 
meetings. “Why aren’t you?” 

Fraternally, 

Raymond A. Broomfield, KYGCH 
167th Grand High Priest, 
Royal Arch Masons of California 

 

Companions, 

Membership Let us talk about blue lodge 
membership as it relates to the Royal Arch. 
It is obvious that our candidates come from 
our blue lodges. Historically, Royal Arch 
Masons were 7-9% of the Master Masons of 
California. The health of our Chapters is 
inextricably intertwined with the health of 
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our local blue lodges. Without them we will 
cease to exist, with them we can grow. It is 
not only the number of blue lodges but also 

their location that is critical to our existing 
Chapters.  

Go to https://freemason.org/discover-
masonry/lodge-locator/ and select the 
“View Lodges Map” button. It will bring up 
a Google map of all the lodges in California. 
If you belong to Redding Chapter No. 9 you 
have Western Star Lodge No. 2 in your local 
community. California Chapter No. 1 in 
San Francisco has 9 lodges (down to South 
San Francisco) from which to draw 
members. Looking at the map you will also 
notice that lodges tend to be located in 
communities along major transportation 
corridors such as the 880, the 5 (outside 

the Central Valley), the 99, the 405, the 
101, the 210 and the 134. 

What you will also notice is there are few 
lodges in the Sierras and few Chapters.  
Simply stated, if there is no blue lodge, 
there is no viable Chapter. When lodges 
consolidate, they take with them potential 
Chapter members and remove a Masonic 
presence from the local community. 
Neither are good for Royal Arch Masonry. 

The part we can play as Royal Arch Masons 
is to support the blue lodge in our 
community, encourage reputable men to 
join the lodge. The more we do to help our 
blue lodge will pay dividends to Royal Arch 

membership. We are all Master Masons at 
heart.  Fraternally, 

Raymond A. Broomfield, KYGCH 167th 
Grand High Priest, Royal Arch Masons of 
California 

 

Companions 

“Intended for or likely to be understood by 
only a small number of people with a 
specialized knowledge or interest.”   

I often hear that chapters need to teach 
the esoteric at our meetings. It strikes me 
that many, including myself, are unfamiliar 
with the meaning of esoteric. In the movie 
“The Princess Bride” (20th Century Fox, 
1987) Wallace Shawn as Sicilian Vizzini is 
constantly saying “inconceivable” as each 
event unfolds. Inigo Montoya (played by 
Mandy Patinkin) turns to Vizzini and says 
“You keep using that word. I do not think 
it means what you think it means.”  

When we use the term “esoteric” are we 
saying that only Masons can understand 
the meaning of our basic tenant of faith, 
hope and charity? Is the spiritual esoteric, 
the search for truth and light imparted by 
the Supreme Architect of the Universe, 
only applicable to our Masonic studies? 
What are we asking our chapters to impart 
to our members? 

Let us start with an ancient concept of our 
fraternity. Masonry is a system of morality, 
veiled in allegory, and illustrated by signs 

and symbols. What we teach is morality, 
how we should behave to ourselves and 
others, especially brother Masons. It is a 
lesson in conduct where we bring together 
the temporal and spiritual to create a 
better person. This concept is not unique 
to Freemasonry, it is the essence of 
religion throughout the history of man. 

We use allegory, in the nature of our degree 
conferrals, to illustrate our commitment as 
Masons to the principals of a just and 
upright life. Religious plays are centuries 
older than Freemasonry’s documented 
beginnings. With a less than literate 
populace, plays were the perfect medium to 

transmit religious teachings because the 
audience saw and heard the message. Our 
degrees serve the same purpose. 

Masonic signs and symbols bring to mind 
the fraternity and its teachings. We recall 
the degrees we have received and the bond 
they create for all Masons. It is a bond 
imperfectly understood by a non-mason. 
Everything up to this point is a shared 
experience with non-masons, we both 
understand “do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.” 

We can watch Masonic degrees on YouTube, 
hear the same words and watch the play, 
the image of a square and compass, a royal 

arch or a Triple Tau can be viewed and 
understood by anyone. But the part that 
can never be conveyed, and which makes 
our Masonic message understood by a small 
number of people, is the actual experience 
of walking that Masonic path, guided by 
friends who are our brothers in 
Freemasonry. 

Masonry does not define the Supreme 
Architect, that is left to the individual 
Mason. Masonry brings together men from 
all walks of life with fundamental truths 
they can use to be a better person. The 
unique message of becoming a Freemason 
or a Royal Arch Mason is the 

transformative process that changes how 
we as individuals see the temporal and 
spiritual world. It is our individual memory 
of receiving light at our altars and the 
personal association we have with our signs 
and symbols that provide the esoteric of 
Masonry. 

Perhaps, when we ask our chapters to 
teach the esoteric, we are asking for a 
regeneration of our understanding of 
Masonry in terms of a unique shared 
experience. You can begin the process by 
talking about what the Royal Arch means 
to you, how it has impacted your life. 
Support the efforts of others to do the 

same. It can be done in the formal setting 
of a Chapter meeting or sharing 
refreshment in the dining hall. Talk about 
he symbols we use and what they mean 
literally and in a Masonic context. 
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Remember that we each have a unique 
vision of what esoteric means. Share yours 
and be receptive of others. It will build a 

stronger fraternity.   

Fraternally, 

Raymond A. Broomfield, KYGCH 
167th Grand High Priest, Royal Arch 
Masons of California 

 

Companions, 

No one seems to be left untouched by the 
resurgence of Covid. Members of the Grand 
Line have contacted or been exposed to the 
virus. Health Departments are reinstituting 
masking requirements throughout 
California. Lodges and Chapters are faced 
with the challenge presented by our 
meetings and social gatherings. 

As adults we make choices throughout our 
life. Some are good and others are 
regrettable. Often, we do not know the 
impact of our decision on others around us. 

Such is the case confronting Masonry and 
how to deal with social gatherings. As 
Masons we are concerned for the welfare of 
our brother Masons and their families. 

None of us would deliberately injure our 
companions but it is possible to 

inadvertently cause suffering. As an adult 
you have the right to decide if you are 
going to be vaccinated or tested for the 
virus. I ask you to remember that when you 
exercise that right, your decision impacts 
not only you, but your family and friends. 
Be mindful that our Royal Arch 
Companions and their families often have 
medical conditions of which we are 
unaware.  

If you do not feel well, stay home. Wear a 
mask if that is required. Should your Lodge 
or Chapter restrict attendance to those 
members who are vaccinated, and you 
aren’t; don’t view it as a rejection of your 
right to not be vaccinated, but rather an 
affirmation of that brotherly love and care 
we extend to those who are vulnerable.  

Fraternally, 

Raymond A. Broomfield, KYGCH 
167th Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons of California 

 

Companions, 

Grand Chapter has been blessed to see a 
vigorous return to in-person meetings and 
events. The number of degree festivals that 

are scheduled is impressive and will do 
much to imbue interest in Royal Arch 
Masons. My heartfelt thanks for veryone’s 

effort in bringing Royal Arch Masonry back 
to life. It is a great start to reintroducing 
Royal Arch Masonry into not only our lives 
but those Masons who seek further light in 
Masonry. 

It is with immense pleasure that I report 
the following Royal Arch Masons received 
the Order of The Purple Cross from the 
York Rite Sovereign College of North 
America on Saturday, July 31, 2021. Please 
congratulate them when you have an 
opportunity. Daniel Doornbos, Brandon 
Duenas, Craig Flagtwet, Philip Hardiman, 
Gary Iverson, Michael McCleary and Robert 
McNamara. Tomorrow is the San Francisco 

Peninsula and Palo Alto York Rite Bodies 
Annual Picnic and Grand York Rite 
Reception in Orange Park South San 
Francisco. Wonderful to see this terrific 
event back on schedule. Next weekend is a 
reception in Alameda.  

Keep up the good work everyone. We are 
resilient. 

Fraternally, 

Raymond A. Broomfield, KYGCH 
167th Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons of California 

Companions,  

Tomorrow, my chapter is having a practice. 
An in-person practice! 

The thought of working together, of 
shaking the cobwebs off our ritual and floor 
work, being helped and helping. You don’t 
realize how much you have missed the 
comradery until you find yourself staring at 
your ritual, imagining the other officers 
reciting their parts. The whole being 
greater than the few. That is our fraternity; 
that is what it means to be a Royal Arch 
Mason. Working towards a common 
purpose of doing good work for the 
betterment of others, especially our 

brothers and companions.   

Let us strengthen our Chapters by our 
presence, attend practices, help make a 
quorum at our meetings. It will lift your 
spirits and renew your faith in our 
teachings of brotherly love. 

Fraternally, 

Raymond A. Broomfield, KYGCH 
167th Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons of California 

 

  



 

Most Illustrious Companion  

Peter G. Champion, KYGCH  

161st Grand Master Cryptic Masons of California 

Cryptic Companions,  

A special note to Illustrious Masters elected or 
recently installed Illustrious Masters: 

If you have not received my 2021-2022 Grand 
Master necktie, lapel pin, 
and ladies’ gift, please email 
me at 
peterchampion5@gmail.com. 
Do include your name, 
Council name and number, 
lady’s name, and shipping 
address.                                                                                                                                                           

Over dinner in my nursing home, I explained 
Cryptic Masonry. One resident joined in, 
saying that we Cryptic Masons must be the 
people responsible for the Satanic symbols on 
our Great Seal and on the dollar bill. It had to 
be true because she had seen it propounded 
on cable TV. 

In Dan Brown’s novel, The Lost Symbol, we 
learn the founding fathers concealed the 
anagram of “M.A.S.O.N” in the Great Seal on 
the reverse of the dollar bill as revealed by the 
Seal of Solomon (a hexagram). The problem 
with Brown’s plot device is that a true 
hexagram doesn’t align with the letters as he 
says and doesn’t come anywhere close to 
doing so on the original 1782 design of the 
pyramid.  

 

 

 

Perhaps the program that 
our friendly resident 
encountered emphasized 
the Masons who designed 
the seal. That creates a 
whole new problem. 
There is no clear-cut 
answer to the question of who designed our 
seal. The first committee tasked with 
designing a seal was appointed on July 4, 
1776, and consisted of four men, of whom, 
only Ben Franklin was a Mason; the others 
were John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Eugene Pierre Du Semetiere. The men 
disagreed as to the theme. The committee 
submitted their designs on August 20, 1776. 
Whereupon Congress tabled the matter for 
three and a half years. Franklin wanted a 
design featuring Moses parting the Red Sea 
with the motto, “Rebellion to Tyrants is 

Obedience to God.” Adams wanted Hercules 
on a rugged path choosing either virtue on the 
left or a flowering path of sloth to the right. 
Jefferson’s was the only two-sided design. His 
designs depicted the Israelites fleeing slavery 
from Egypt on the obverse, and  Saxon 
warriors Hengist and Horsa on the reverse. Du 
Simitiere used the thirteen-letter motto “E 
Pluribus Unum,” a “radient” triangle, shields, 
and 1776 in Roman numerals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second committee of March 1780 also 
ended in failure and was likewise non-
Masonic. It consisted of non-Masons James 
Lovell, John Scott, Francis Hopkinson, and 
William Churchill Houston. There has been 
debate if Lovell was a Mason. In 1777 he had 
twenty quakers imprisoned in the Philadelphia 
Lodge and discussion followed if his trial could 
be held in the lodge. No records exist of his 
having been made a Mason. Hopkinson is the 
most interesting of the four men. No records 
exist of his having been made a Mason, but he 
did attend a number of Masonic public 
functions. Hopkinson signed the Declaration 
on Independence and designed numerous 
seals, logos, and our first flag in 1777. In 
1780 he demanded payment for his labours of 
“a quarter flask of public wine.” His design 

include the motto “bello vel pace paratus” 
(prepared in peace or in war).  

The third committee of May 1782 consisted of 
John Rutledge, Arthur Middleton, Elias 
Boudinot, and Philadelphia lawyer William 
Barton (often confused with Col. William 
Barton, a Mason from Rhodes Island). Their 
submission was a maiden and warrior on a 
shield representing the Phoenix rising. With 
the two mottos, In Vindiciam Libertatis and 
Virtus  Sola Invicta. Their proposal for a 
reverse was an unfinished pyramid crowned 
by an untriangled eye of provenance inspired 
by a piece of congressional currency.  

 

 

 

 

Skewed hexagram 

mailto:peterchampion5@gmail.com
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After six years of rejected designs, the task of 
designing a seal was given to the Secretary of 
Congress. Charles Thomson was not an artist 
and got into several fights on the floor of 
Congress over his alleged misquotes in the 
record. Nevertheless, his design was adopted 
the day it was submitted in 1782. No sketch 
was attached to his description of a seal. He 
retired shortly thereafter to teach Latin, raise 
bees, and translate the Bible “correctly.” 
Thomson’s design had the eagle holding the 
arrows in its left talon. European diplomats 
were fearful when the 1801 silver dollar 
changed the arrows to the right talon. Pre 
1928 large notes often depicted allegorical 
figures (such as Fame trumpeting the glory of 
bare-breasted Electricity) whereas in 1928, 

the Treasury changed the size and design 
parameters of currency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FDR’s Secretary of Agriculture, Henry Wallace, 
convinced FDR that the motto Novus Ordo 
Seclorum should be included on the 1935 bill 
as proof that the founding father supported 
FDR’s “New Deal for the ages.” Conspiracists 
have corrupted this as a “new world order” 
and a Masonic intent to govern the world. 

Confusing the motto from the fourth eclogue 
of Virgil with the Latin phrase, “novus orbis 
terrarium ordinis.” FDR, unlike Dan Brown’s 
assertion, showed the design to numerous 
colleagues and took enough personal interest 
to recommend changes in the design 
(switching the eagle and the pyramid). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The eye of providence began in 
the 13th century as a Christian 
art piece in churches, 
literature, and religious 

artwork as seen in this painting of Christ in 
1535 by Jacopo Pontormo. The eye existed as 
a Christian symbol long before its first 
Masonic use by Webb in 1797 without an 
enclosing triangle, a symbol closely associated 
in Britain with the Order of the Odd Fellows 
since 1731. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many presidents have used Queen Victoria’s 
1880 gift of the resolute desk even though 
many aspects of the seal are wrong. 

In 1885 Congress purchased a die for the 
reverse of the seal, viz the pyramid design of 
the 1882 centennial medal, but the die has 
never been cut (note that the letter M.A.S.O.N. 
do not form a hexagram.  

In 1825 a special large die was cut with an 
Elegant Eagle and the sole motto of E Pluribus 
Unum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the 2,000 -3,000 documents embossed 
with the seal each year, most use the 1825 
seal for treaties and ambassadorships, none 
have the reverse designed of 1782 by 
Thomson, nor the 1935-dollar bill, nor the 
modern color version.  

               

 

 

We Cryptic Masons are proud of what our 
preceding companions have accomplished. 
Hiding a secret Cryptic message in our 
nation’s seal is not one of them. 
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Most Illustrious Companion  
Peter G. Champion, KYGCH, & Lady Janice 
161st Grand Master Cryptic Masons of 

California 
 

As we find ourselves among family and 
friends over festive meal this Thanksgiving 
season, it is customary for  many of us 
to reflect on blessings, people, 
opportunities, and other reasons for which 
we should be thankful. Thus, for this issue 
of the Sword and Trowel, I offer some of 
the key figures who were instrumental in 
the propagation and establishment of the 
Cryptic Rite in America. But as we pay 
tribute to these companions, I also 

acknowledge my appreciation to current 
and active companions in our state, 
particularly our Deputy Grand Master, 
Right Illustrious Guy Chalmers, and his 
Lady, Jeanne, for continuing to represent 
me and Jan while our health conditions 
prevent us from travelling. Thank you and 
may you all have a blessed Thanksgiving 
with all your loved ones. 

Key figures in America’s Cryptic Degrees 

The Select Master Degree 

Etienne (Stephen) Morin 

Morin was raised a Mason in in1741 at 
Bordeaux, France. He was named as Inspector 
General of the Scottish Rite for the New World 
in 1761, and arrived in the West Indies in 
about 1762. He communicated his powers to 
Francken in Kingston, Jamaica at about the 
same time. 

Henry Andrew Francken 

While Francken was responsible for the 
establishment of a Lodge of Perfection in 
Albany, New York in 1767, no mention of the 
degrees of either Royal or Select Master can be 
found among Albany’s records. Historical 
Cryptic credit attributed to Franckenas to the 
Select master is unsubstantiated. 

Moses Michael Hays 

He received his degrees at the hand of 

Francken and in 1788 appointed a fellow Jew, 
Joseph Myers, as the Inspector General of the 
Scottish Rite for the State of Maryland., 

Joseph Moses Myers 

Myers practiced and promoted the degrees of 
Royal Arch, Holy Royal Arch, Select Master, 
and Royal Master while in Virginia in a 
haphazard manner depending on local 
interest. He is reported to have conferred the 
Select Degree in Rhode Island. It is on account 
of the deposit by him of Rituals of the Cryptic 
Degrees, at Charleston, South Carolina, in 
1788 that he has acquired his prominence in 
Cryptic Masonry. After which time he is not 
heard of again, and it is supposed that he 
returned to Europe. 

It is here that any direct linkage of the 
Scottish Rite Degrees and/or the Cryptic 
Degrees ends. However, from these four men 

we could conceivably account for the possible 
existence of the Cryptic Degrees in the states 
of New York, Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Virginia, and Rhode Island. 

Abram Jacobs 

Jacobs received from Moses Cohen in Jamaica 
the Scottish Rite degrees as well as “the Select 
Mason of 27 Degree” on November 09, 1790. 
Jacobs immediately began to exercise the 
perceived authority given unto him by Cohen. 
Jacobs came to New York in 1804, where he 
continued to confer the Select Degree. Thomas 
Lowndes being one of the candidates on which 
Jacobs completed conferring the degree. 

Henrick Wilmans 

Wilmans was a native of Bremen, Prussia. 
where he received his lodge degrees in Silver 
Key Lodge located in the city of Bremen; but 
the destruction of the records of this Lodge by 
fire, prior to 1800, prevents any further 
verification. He first settled in Charleston, 
South Carolina about 1788. We do not know 
how long he lived in Charleston, but he moved 
to Baltimore in 1792. He established a Lodge 
of Perfection in the city of Baltimore in 1792 
as well as a Grand Council of Select Masters. 

The Royal Master and Select Master Degrees 
seem, originally, to have had no connection 
with each other and first became known 
through entirely different instrumentalities in 
widely separated parts of this country. A 
union being effected through the efforts of 
Jeremy Ladd Cross, From Schulz’ History of 
Freemasonry in Maryland, Vol I, page 343 we 
find the following: Wilmans in the year 1792 
erected at the city of Baltimore a Grand 
Council of Select Masons. By lawful 
succession the powers so exercised by 
Wilmans became vested in Philip Eckle and 
Hezekiah Niles. Where Wilmans obtained his 
degree or from what source he derived his 
powers is not known. He seems to have been a 
man of considerable Masonic standing, and in 
1794 was Grand Master of Masons of 
Maryland. 

Philip P Eckel 

Eckel, was a born 1768 in Manheim, 
Germany. He received the Select Master 
Degree from Wilmans previous to 1795. Eckle 
did not receive the degree of Royal Master 
until 1819 while in New York after having 
served as Grand High Priest.  

Hezekiah Niles 

He received the Select Master Degree from 
Wilmans. To Henry Wilmans is generally 
attributed the recognition of inventing the 
Select Degree, and its subsequent elaboration 
to Philip P Eckle. 

Royal Master Degree 
Thomas Lowndes 

During the Cerneau controversy, Lowndes 
took the surreptitious Cerneau side, and 
affiliated with Cerneau’s Supreme Council. In 
1810 Lowndes, along with John E Ruckles, 
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and a number of other Brethren met and 
organized Columbian Council. 

Thomas Lowndes in 1810 organized in the city 
of New York a Council of Royal Masters under 
the name of Columbian Grand Council. Where 
Lowndes obtained his Royal Master degree is 
as little known or even less so than where 
Wilmans received his. In 1806 an Abraham 
Jacobs conferred several Scottish Rite Degrees 
upon Lowndes, but there is no record to show 
whether or not either of the Cryptic Degrees 
was numbered among them. 

The first record of Columbian Council, which 
was organized in September of 1810, uses 
Scottish Rite Titles and Scottish Rite dates, 
with the York Rite dates not appearing until 
August of 1818. While the records of 
Columbian Council indicate a Scottish Rite 

connection in the beginning, there seems to 
have been a growing tendency to establish a 
close affiliation with Royal Arch Masonry of 
the York Rite. 

In all probability the Royal Master Degree may 
have been fabricated by Lowndes and his 
associates, and while there have been some 
prominent changes the spirit of the degree 
remains intact. To this body of Royal Masters 
also is ascribed the invention of the Super-
Excellent Degree, as it seems to have been 
first conferred by them about 1825. 

To Lowndes and Wilman we may directly 
trace the Cryptic Masonry now in use in 

either hemisphere. 

The evidence for the foregoing statement is 
derived from an old document without any 
date over the signature of Eckle and Niles. It is 
generally conceded that Eckle believed himself 
to be the sole and rightful custodian of the 
degree of Select Master after the death of 
Wilmans in 1795. It was in the fall of 1816 
that Eckle conferred the degree upon Jeremy 
L Cross, who had just been appointed as 
Grand Lecturer of the General Grand Chapter. 
Cross was so struck with the beauty of the 
degree, as well as its utility as a complement 
to the Royal Arch, that he asked for and 
received permission to disseminate it among 
Royal Arch Masons. This permission was given 
by a warrant under the hand of Eckle by the 
title of ‘Thrice Illustrious and Grand Puissant 
in the Grand Council of Select at Baltimore’. 
This warrant was attested to by ‘H Niles as Ill. 
In the G. Council’. These Councils established 
by Cross at that time were all assemblies of 
Select Masters only. In 1818 Cross, in some 
manner, became possessed of the Royal 
degree, and he thereupon enlarged ‘the high 
powers’ in him vested by Eckle to grant 
charters for Councils of Royal as well as Select 
Masters. 

The popular fallacy that the Cryptic Rite arose 
out of or formed a part of the Scottish Rite 
system, either in course or detached, was 
undoubtedly created by the fact that all of the 
earlier custodians were ‘Inspectors General’. 
The Rite of Perfection was introduced into this 
country by a Stephen Morin, through Henry 
Andrew Francken.  Soon after Morin’s moved 

to St. Domingo, where he appointed a number 
of deputies under the same name, and those 
in turn appointed others. The subsequent 
political troubles on that island caused a large 
exodus to the United States and many of these 
‘deputies’ were numbered among them. Upon 
their arrival here a few settled and 
permanently Charleston, S.C., while others 
went on to New York and other cities. They 
carried with them in some very vague form the 
elements of the Rite of Perfection and in a 
limited and rather imperfect manner diffused 
them to an eager audience. There was neither 
system nor government of the York nor 
Scottish Rite at that time, and thus every 
individual Inspector was practically a law unto 
himself. No effort at organization ever seems 
to have been made at any place save 

Charleston, where tradition says a Lodge of 
Perfection was established, and this city may 
justly be regarded as the Mecca of the Scottish 
Rite. 

It was not until after the Council degrees had 
become established in their present forms that 
the Scottish Rite jumped up and claimed 
authority of the Royal and Select Master 
Degrees. But the Charleston body could show 
but a doubtful title to the Select Degree and 
was positively without any in respect to the 
Royal Masdter.  Finally, the Scottish Rite 
during its session held in Baltimore in1870 
formally relinquished all control over the 
Select Master Degree. 

Jeremy L Cross 

He knew nothing at all of the history of 
Masonry, and cared nothing for it. To all 
questions outside of simply performing the 
‘work’ and ‘lectures’, his honest answer was – 
‘When you memorize what I am teaching you, 
then you will know as much about Masonry as 
I do!’ In 1819 Cross published both his “True 
Masonic Chart or Hieroglyphic Monitor”, 
borrowing largely from that of Webb along 
with a pamphlet monitor of the Council 
Degrees. 

John Barker 

Received the Degree of Royal Master on 
December 15, 1818, in the Council at New 
Haven, Connecticut, of which Cross was a 
member. A few years after Cross had started 
upon his work a rival appeared upon the field 
in the person of John Barker, who claimed to 
be the accredited ‘agent’ of the Southern 
Supreme Council, A.A.S.R., an authority that 
has never been substantiated. 

Philip P Eckel 

He received the degree of Royal Master in 
1819 by Ebenezer Wadsworth of New York. 

High sounding Masonic titles were easily 
acquired in those days, and just as easily 
maintained, as there were none to say nay. To 
them The Inspectors assumed the power of 
creating others at their pleasure, and this 
power was freely exercised, while still others 
assumed dignity upon themselves and an 
assertion of superior knowledge concerning 
the ‘high grades’. As a rule, the degrees so 



 

January 2022    Volume 22 No. 1     Page 11 of 56 

held, or controlled by each man were imparted 
in the most informal manner by oral and 
individual communication. These early 
vendors of Freemasonry conferred the degrees 
sometimes for gold and sometimes for glory; 
actuated by the highest and best of motives on 
occasion and in the most selfish and sordid in 
others, yet at all times rendering a most 
important service for the generations which 
were to come in the preservation and 
perpetuation of the old traditions, rites and 
ceremonies. 

Barker, like Cross, was actuated mainly by 
motives of personal gain. Both sowed degrees 
for hire and both made merchandise for the 
conferral of those degrees. Joseph Meyers, 
who was the founder of the Charleston 
Council Princes of Jerusalem, was an itinerant 

vender of miscellaneous Masonic wares-for a 
monetary consideration. He traveled 
extensively, in some kind of mercantile 
pursuit, carrying his Masonic degrees as a 
sideline. He by no means confined himself to 
the Rite of Perfection, as his overflowing store 
would furnish almost anything that was called 
for. And so it was with all the high degrees 
practiced in the Americas prior to the 1800s. 
At that time organization commenced and has 
since been steadily perfected thereby taking 
from the itinerant vendor the ability to 
promote his ‘higher degrees’ and transferring 
that practice to constitutional authority. 

By thus considering our origins and tracing 
our descent, we may safely assert that our 
extraction is honorable and compares 
favorably with any of the bodies that came 
into existence contemporaneously with us. 
Our growth and development have been upon 
the lines of freedom that characterizes the 
York Rite and distinguishes it from all others. 
Our government is based on the cherished 
principles of democratic equality first 
practiced by the Masonic guild, while our 
symbolism, allegories and moral teachings 
complete and fully perfect the Masonic system 
of the American Rite. 

I have been asked to render an opinion that I 
do not believe is solely the right of the Grand 

Master to make. So I offer it to you as a 
discussion question, how do you think of the 
nine arches? Does it make a difference to 
Cryptic ritual if the arches are to steps that 
descend (as stairs to the Secret Vault)? Or if 
they are level and form a tunnel like a railroad 
tunnel? Or do they slope upward like the 
Moslem rebuilt of the Temple Mount?  

Most of the research of these companions was 
accomplished by Bob S. Jones of Ohio and 
placed online in 2009.  

 

Dear Companions All, 

Autumn is upon us, and we see Masonic 
activities in full swing. As you may know, the 

Grand Master of Masons in California, Most 
Worshipful Arthur Weiss, has released his 
recommendation permitting virtual 
participation in stated meetings; this will be 
up for deliberation at the 172nd Annual 
Communication. However, Cryptic Councils in 
our jurisdiction already have provisions for 
hybrid meetings allowing virtual participation 
in stated assemblies. The companions should 
reference General Order 2021-01 for more 
details. Notwithstanding the benefit of virtual 
or hybrid meetings, we are seeing the return of 
in-person events including degree conferrals 
or festivals. To allow our Councils that are 
conducting virtual assemblies to ballot on 
petitions, I have released General Order 2021-
02. Please review this directive in this 
newsletter and reach out to me if you have 

any questions.  

I am again including an article relevant to the 
history of Cryptic Masonry. The articles we 
included in preceding issues of the Sword and 
Trowel have been well received. Over the past 
several weeks, I continue to enjoy phone calls 
and correspondences about the articles and 
other topics from many of our companions. I 
am also very grateful for the lifetime 
membership certificates and other gifts from 
the various Councils in our jurisdiction. My 
only regret is not being able to attend in 
person the receptions and other gatherings 
owing to my health and the current pandemic. 
I am with you in spirit, and I enjoy hearing 
about all the fun and relevant work that you 
are all doing. Drop me a note at 
peterchampion5@gmail.com or a quick call at 
(805) 904-4334. You may also contact our 
Grand Steward, Right Illustrious Christian 
Marano, at cgmarano@gmail.com or (805) 
712-9212 for more urgent matters; he will be 
certain to relay the information to me as my 
internet and phone connections can 
sometimes be problematic. For this helpful 
task, he has my appreciation. My thanks also 
go to our Deputy Grand Master, RI Guy 
Chalmers, and our other Grand Officers and 
Past Illustrious Grand Masters who have 
stepped up to represent our Grand Council in 
my behalf. This year is not what we had all 

intended. You supported me to advance to my 
position, and we are all doing our best 
regardless of the challenges with which we are 
presented.  

While my opportunity to travel is quite limited 
for now, I did enjoy an in-person event at King 
David’s Lodge in San Luis Obispo. On 
September 11th, the lodge unveiled a recently 
conserved 1870 portrait of George Washington 
with Masonic regalia, and we also enjoyed a 
dinner and presentation in observance of 
Constitution Month and commemoration of 
the events of 9/11. Nothing beats seeing 
brothers, companions, and friends, extending 
a friendly grip, and sharing fellowship to make 
up for lost time. I hope I will be able to see 
some of you soon.  

Cryptic Degrees 

The following contains excerpts from Coil's 
Masonic Encyclopedia and Bessell’s The 

mailto:peterchampion5@gmail.com
mailto:cgmarano@gmail.com
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Grand Councils of New York, Ohio, and 
Maryland.  

Tracing the origin and course of these degrees 
in the United States has been labeled 
“baffling” and caused in major part by the 
tendency of writers to refer to the two degrees 
jointly as though they have always constituted 
a pair. Another peculiarity is that there has 
long been a difference of opinion as to which 
of the two degrees should be conferred on the 
candidate first, and that they should both 
precede the Royal Arch, yet ARE often limited 
to Masons who are Royal Arch companions. 

Historically the degrees were conferred in 
Maryland before Royal Arch Masonry was 
established in the state. The Royal Master 
degree is mentioned in only a few scattered 
references prior to the year 1804, when it is 

claimed that Abram Jacobs went to New York 
and conferred the degree upon Thomas 
Lownds. In Gould's History of Freemasonry, 
(Scribner) Vol. I, p. 300, it is stated that the 
earliest authoritative account of the working of 
the degree occurs in the records of Columbian 
Council No. 1 of New York in 1807. For several 
years, prior to the adoption of the Select 
degree, that body conferred several other side 
degrees, such as the Order of the Garter, the 
Illustrious and Invincible Order of St George of 
Capidosia, and Knight of the Round Table. The 
ritual of only the last named of the three side 
degrees has been preserved. 

E. F. Schulz in History of Freemasonry in 
Maryland , Vol I, p.344, stated, “It is said that 
the Royal and Select degrees were conferred 
by Andrew Francken in Albany in 1769.” No 
evidence has ever been discovered that either 
of the degrees was conferred at Albany until 
long after that year. 

The Select Master degree, under the name, 
Select Masons of Twenty-seven, was conferred 
at Charleston, S.C. in 1783, and that is 
probably the earliest that either degree was 
worked in this country. One of the earliest 
investigations of the history of the degrees was 
made by a committee of the Grand Chapter 
R.A.M. of South Carolina to determine 
whether that body rightfully had the control 
over the degrees that it was then exercising. 
The report of the committee was dated 
February 26, 1829, and with it was found a 
note written by Moses Holbrook, chairman of 
the committee. The time of the investigation 
was late enough to permit the committee to 
fall into the common error of linking the two 
degrees together and thus to give Royal Master 
an apparent existence in the South earlier 
than facts warrant. 

Several theories exist as to the origins of “The 
American Rite,” including the Scots Degree 
Theory, the Berlin Theory, and the Baltimore 
Theory, and the Stuart Theory. The Stuart 
Theory advances the idea that the Cryptic 
Degrees were used as a cover under which the 
adherents of the House of Stuart could meet 
and plot to recover the Throne of Great Britain 
on behalf of that royal house. Under this 
theory, the Select Master Degree symbolizes 

the plan of Charles Edward Stuart, also 
known as the Young Pretender, under the title 
of James VI. He and Louis XVI, the current 
King of France are the two Kings represented 
by Solomon and Hiram of Tyre, together with 
the Earl of Mars and Nithsdale, and 23 others 
from Gaul forming the 27 that composed the 
Conclave. These were the men who were 
laying the foundations of the return and 
subsequent reign of the Young Pretender in 
secret. Remember that the word “select” was 
applied primarily to the individual Mason and 
not to the Degree itself -- it is the individual 
that is choice or select. The Select Masters 
were the true and tried Companions of the 
Young Pretender and his cause. About 1724, 
the Chevalier Andrew Michael Ramsay was 
selected by James III, the Old Pretender, to 
tutor his two sons, Charles Edward, also 
known as the Young Pretender, and Henry. 
Ramsay in 1737 as the Grand Orator of the 
Grand Lodge of France delivered the 
celebrated oration which acted as the 
incentive for the multiplication of degrees that 
followed. In France alone several hundred 
such degrees sprang to life.  

According to the Stuart Theory, the Royal 
Master is the claimant to the throne of Great 
Britain. The Lost Word is the Lost Cause, the 
Secret Vault the Secret place in which they 
carried on their work for the revival of their 
cause. Within this vault, the Word, 
symbolizing the Cause and efforts for its 
revival, was to remain hidden until the time 
was ripe for it to be revealed. It may be 
interesting to note that there is evidence 
which indicates that the adoption by the 
Stuarts of the Bee-Hive as a symbol of their 
resurrection caused the Masons of England to 
drop the emblem, though its use is still 
retained in this country as a symbol of 
industry. 

The Scots Degree Theory seem to have sprung 
up about 1740 in parts of France. In 1741 we 
can find evidence of its reach as far as Berlin, 
Germany. The Chevalier de Bouneville in 1754 
established a Chapter at Paris, France, in the 
Jesuit College of Clermont. The system of 
Freemasonry practiced by this Chapter 

became known as the Rite of Perfection or the 
Rite of Heredom. By the year 1758 the original 
seven degrees had grown to 25, and by 1801, 
were expanded to some 33 separate degrees of 
the Scottish Rite. During this expansion, the 
Select Degree was first included, then 
dropped, later reclaimed as a detached 
Degree, and finally dropped once again. One 
possible reason for the Rite of Perfection in 
dropping the Select Degree is that its 
substance is already contained in the 13th 
and 14th Degrees of that Rite. In 1802 the 
newly organized Supreme Council of the 
Scottish Rite issued a Manifesto solidifying the 
degrees over which it claimed jurisdiction, of 
which the detached Degree of Select Master 
was one. But the Royal Master is 
unmentioned. 

Bro. Mitchell, in his History of Freemasonry, 
Vol I, page 667, asserts that the Select Degree 
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was formerly a part of the Royal Arch system. 
The General Grand Council of Royal and 
Select Masters of the United States was slow 
in formation. In 1871, the Grand Council of 
Massachusetts took the initiative in calling a 
convention of representatives which met in 
New York City on June 12, 1872, with 14 
Grand Councils represented. It was resolved 
that the Cryptic Degrees should be under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of Grand Councils and 
that no members should be recognized, except 
those who received the degrees in a Council of 
Royal and Select Masters or by authority of a 
Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite. This 
was seen as a harsh measure, for the degrees 
had been quite generally conferred by Royal 
Arch chapters, and, therefore, the resolution 
aroused considerable rancor, and operated to 

delay the ultimate objective. At a second 
convention in 1873, it was resolved that the 
degrees should be conferred in the order of 
Royal Master, Select Master, and that the 
Super Excellent should be optional. Other 
conventions were held in 1873 and 1874. 

At a convention in Detroit, Michigan, Aug. 23, 
1880, a constitution was adopted for a 
General Grand Chapter to become effective 
when ratified by nine Grand Councils. Virginia 
and West Virginia had no Grand Councils, the 
degrees there always having been conferred in 
Royal Arch Chapters. The Grand Councils of 
North Carolina, Iowa, Nebraska, and 
Mississippi still retained the Chapter system, 
though all of them subsequently abandoned it. 
Wisconsin and Texas, though having Grand 
Councils, adopted systems peculiar to 
themselves in that the relations between 
councils and chapters were still intimate. In 
1889, the General Grand Chapter ameliorated 
the harshness of the resolution of 1872 by 
authorizing each State Grand Council to 
determine the status of Royal and Select 
Masters in their several jurisdictions. 

At the next Sword and Trowel, we will list the 
figures who were instrumental in the spread of 
the Select Masters and Royal Master Degrees 
in America. Happy trails! 

  
 

Dear Companions All, 

Now that the summer months have ended, we 
see York Rite Masonry starting to open up for 
business including conferral of degrees. Just 
recently, I was able to attend San Luis Royal 
Arch Chapter advancing five new Mark Master 
Masons. We in the Cryptic Council benefit 
from the efforts of our Companions in the 
Royal Arch, so we must show them our 
support as they strive to bring in new 
members. While many of us are able to meet 
in-person, we must not forget about our 

vulnerable Companions and those who would 
prefer to continue virtual meetings for various 
and valid reasons. To that end, I would like to 
remind you all that you are still able to meet 
virtually or in a blended fashion. Please also 
remember that local counties may have 
specific requirements for social gatherings, 
and we are all required to adhere to these 
requirements. At the Mark Master conferral in 
San Luis Obispo, you will see in our photo 
that we were all wearing face coverings – a 
small inconvenience to enjoy in-person 
fellowship.  

On another note, I would like put emphasis 
this month on the Cryptic Masons Medical 
Research Foundation (CMMRF). You see in 
every issue of this Sword and Trowel 
instructions to associate your Amazon 

purchases with CMMRF through the Amazon 
Smile program. This is one easy and passive 
way to donate without additional cost to you. 
For each purchase you make from Amazon 
Smile, a donation is made to CMMRF. I urge 
you to select CMMRF as your charity, and 
keep in mind that only purchases at 
smile.amazon.com or through AmazonSmile 
activated in the Amazon Shopping app will 
support your selected charity. As of August 
2021, CMMRF has received almost $2,500! 

Lastly, we have another article that discusses 
the history of the Cryptic Rite. It was 
wonderfully written by Illustrious Companion 
Jordan T. Yelinek in 2016. I hope you enjoy it 
as much as I do.  

As I continue to rehabilitate from the strokes I 
suffered earlier this year, I thank all of you 
who sent encouraging cards and emails and 
made well-wishing phone calls to Jan and me. 
We appreciate them all, and even if we are not 
able to send a reply to all of them, know that 
they do mean a lot to us. Thank you. 

 

 

REPRINT FROM August 2016 A.D., 3016 A. 
Dep. Sword and Trowel 

Jordan T. Yelinek, PIM, 2016-2017 Grand 
Orator 

The origin of the Cryptic degrees is shrouded 
in obscurity and has given rise to much 
controversy. Some contend that the degrees of 
Royal and Select Master were conferred as 
early as 1766 in Albany, NY. We know that the 
Cryptic degrees were introduced in 1783 to 
Charleston, SC, where they were declared to 
have their origin in Europe and were side 
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degrees of the Rite of Perfection – which later 
grew, in South Carolina, into the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite that we know today. 

Cryptic Masonry, as a coherent and connected 
system, commences with the year 1818, and 
that it owes its present existence to the zeal of 
Jeremy L. Cross. Cross received the degree of 
Select Mason from Philip P. Eckle at Baltimore 
in May of 1817, and sometime in 1818 
received the Royal Master Mason from Thomas 
Lownds and his associates, crafting a new 
system called Royal and Select Masters (which 
name came into existence sometime between 
May and August of 1818 based on letters 
patent issued by Cross). 

Jeremy Ladd Cross was a traveling ritualist 
and contemporary of Thomas Smith Webb, 
from whose work we derive the Blue Lodge 

degrees as practiced in most of the United 
States as a modification of the Prestonian 
Lectures. 

Cross was a native of Connecticut, and an 
active and influential figure in that Grand 
Lodge, but particular in early New England 
Masonry. From his influence the first Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters were set 
up in Connecticut in 1819. 

Earlier this year, I was privileged to attend the 
awarding of a 50-year pin to a Brother of a 
Lodge in Connecticut, and in the ceremony it 
said: 

“Each Mason gives of his substance; many 
give also of their time; while others add loyalty 
and steadfast devotion. But to all of us, our 
gentle Craft gives far more than we could give 
it in a lifetime of service. Today we pay tribute 
to the Fraternity which opened its portals to 
each of us, and made it possible for each of us 
to build our lives on the sublime principles it 
inculcates.” 

Let us celebrate that Fraternity now. In this 
room there are Councils that take every shape 
and form. There are social Councils, there are 
philanthropic and service-oriented Councils, 
there are academically bent Councils and 
there are family-oriented Councils. There are 
Councils built to fit each and every one of us. 
Though what causes us to rise beyond being a 
simple grouping of men into something 
greater, something beyond ourselves, is our 
ritual, it is our common connection to the 
past, and though it, to the future. 

There was an additional line from that 50-year 
ceremony in Connecticut that personally 
touched me: 

“May the joy of this moment abide with you 
always, and may you ever stand as you once 
stood in the northeast corner -- a just and 
upright Mason, worthy to be known as a son 
of God.” 

It is a striking charge that calls us forward, to 
be above reproach, to act so that we have no 
cause to be ashamed of ourselves. Let us, 
each one of us, commit in our hearts to being 
an agent of profound change in the world, 
through the collective actions our Craft and 

our own endeavors, and hold ourselves to that 
charge. 

In the years that follow, when this Council is 
called together and we have each long passed 
the mortal veil, may those who follow us 
gather here again, having committed ourselves 
today to making a profound difference in the 
world around us, that they may say we are all 
worthy to be known as sons of God.  

 

Dear Companions All, 

Summer  

I hope your summer is going well. This month 
we start to see in-person receptions, and I 
thank our Deputy Grand Master, Right 
Illustrious Companion Guy Chalmers and 
Lady Jeanne, for representing our Grand 
Council at these receptions on behalf of Jan 
and me. It is our ardent desire to be able to 
travel and visit as much of the Councils in our 
state whenever my health allows it. In the 
meantime, I look forward to seeing all the 
Companions at virtual events. As the number 
of COVID-19 cases now appear to increase 
again owing to the highly transmissible Delta 
variant, I encourage the Councils to remain 
vigilant and cautious and to use the tools that 
are available to us to remain safe and healthy.  

We will again include an article in this Sword 
and Trowel that will discuss the history of 
Cryptic Masonry. In this issue, you will find 
the controversial origins of Cryptic Masonry as 
presented in J. Ross Robertson’s The Cryptic 
Rite. Its Origin and Introduction on this 
Continent, published in 1888, which contains 
quoted extracts from various brothers and 
companions. 
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Dear Companions All, 

Summer is a time of rejuvenation and growth. 
One of the things we can do this summer is 
renew our understanding of the origins of 
Cryptic Masonry. This has been a topic of 
controversy over the decades. On that note, 
we are including an article addressing this 
topic in this Sword and Trowel.  

On a second note, our Lodges and Chapters 
are beginning to confer degrees this summer 
and in the fall. Remember: these men are 
potential Cryptic companions! Put yourselves 
forward and inform them of the benefits and 
meaningfulness of Cryptic Masonry.  

Lastly, and on a personal note, I congratulate 
Sebastian and Damian Marano for having 
been initiated into the Order of DeMolay. I 
wish them well and all the best outcome as 
they take part in the efforts to establish a 
DeMolay Chapter in the Central Coast of our 
state.  

Thank you and have great summer.  



 

January 2022    Volume 22 No. 1     Page 17 of 56 



 

January 2022    Volume 22 No. 1     Page 18 of 56 

  



 

Sir Knight David W. Studley, KGC, KYGCH 

163rd Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery, Knights Templar California 

 

My Esteemed Brothers, Companions and Sir 
Knights: 

I am thankful for so many things on the 
advent of this Holiday season. It’s the 
Saturday following Thanksgiving as I write 
this message, Michigan vs. Ohio State has 
yet to kickoff, I’m being dilatory in putting 
up the Christmas lights, but I wanted to 

gather together a few thoughts for you. 

This is the start of the season of family, 
friends, fraternity, and faith. We have just 
finished celebrating Thanksgiving, the most 
American of holidays, where we (hopefully) had 
occasion to sit down with families and close 
friends to share the companionship and 
social warmth of caring about each other. 
This year was my first Thanksgiving without 
Hallie, but close neighbors invited me to 
celebrate with them and it turned out to be a 
joyful experience. I hope all of you were as 
blessed as was I to share a moment of 
thankfulness with people who care. 

We are entering into the time when we 
remember our friends and how much our 
shared experiences mean to us. I’ve enjoyed 
the Thanksgiving emails from many Brothers 
and tried to reply to each. As we think about 
Christmas cards (sort of an antiquated form of 
greeting but who doesn’t appreciate festive 
and decorative remembrances), our friends are 
close in our thoughts. I’m particularly 
thankful for all the notes of gratitude that I 
received in the past year and extend 
similar heartfelt wishes of good cheer to 
our Companions and Sir Knights who have 
endured losses this year. You won’t forget the 
sadnesses but time will moderate the pain and 
replace it with recollections of happiness. I 
encourage all of you to take a moment to 
communicate with those who have shown 
friendship to you. 

Fraternity is on our minds as well. This is the 
season of new beginnings. Installations are 
upon us. The next two months will herald the 
beginning of new Masonic and York Rite 
leadership, accompanied by fresh enthusiasm. 
For those of us asked to install our brethren, 
remember the excitement of your first 
installation as a leader of your body and try to 
communicate that awe in our installation 
programs. For those being installed, I salute 
each of you and encourage you to discharge 
your new authority with delight and in the 
best interests of your brethren. 

And finally, our Faith. Christmas can be a 
stressful time as many of us try to recreate 
the joys of our youth. Magical decorations 
and bedecked trees, presents beautifully 

wrapped to be opened always in just a few 
more days, cookies and homemade candy (my 
mother always made some sort of almond 
cookies dusted with powdered sugar, 
delicious). But somewhere along the line, the 
pressures of the season seem to camouflage 
the reason for our celebration. We as Sir 
Knights and our Christian Companions 
recall as the angel and heavenly host 
proclaimed to shepherds while tending their 
flocks: “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11.) This is the message I 
offered to you in my motto for the year: “Fear 
Not: Proclaim and Celebrate our Faith.” 

I am so thankful of my many York Rite and 
Masonic friends this year and the blessings 
your friendship has bestowed on me. God 
Bless you all, each and every one. 

In His Service, 

David W. Studley, KGC, KYGCH 
Knights Templar of California 

My Fellow Sir Knights of California: 

The Englishman Thomas Paine, called by 
many The Father of the American Revolution, 
famously wrote: 

"These are the times that try men’s souls; 
the summer soldier and the sunshine 
patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the 
service of his country; but he that stands it 
now, deserves the love and thanks of man 
and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily 
conquered; yet we have this consolation 
with us, that the harder the conflict, the 
more glorious the triumph." (Paine, The 
American Crisis, Styner and Cist, 

Philadelphia December 19, 1776.) 

While it may be a literary contortion to 
compare the current Grand Encampment 
controversy with the struggles of American 
Independence, the cause of both is strikingly 
similar: are we Knights of the Order, like 
our Revolutionary ancestors, destined to 
suffer the indignities of 

tyrannical behavior or shall we stand against 
the autocratic acts of our leaders? 

The decisions of the Grand Master taken 
since the last Triennial created this crisis. 
Our members voted overwhelmingly in August 
2021 to recognize the Great Priory of America 
as a templar body not infringing on the 
Orders conferred by the Grand Encampment. 
Grand Master Johnson subsequently 
reaffirmed a 2012 Decision declaring the 
Great Priory to be “unrecognized.” We are 
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thus confronted with a dilemma: how does 
one determine what the delegates intended 
when enacting the 2021 Resolution and 
how does the approval of that Resolution 
limit or circumscribe the authority of the 
Grand Master regarding matters 
presumptively within the meaning of the 
legislation? 

Following the Triennial, Grand Master 
Johnson summarily removed Deputy Grand 
Master David Kussman from his elected 
station. His reasons remain unclear. While 
our Templar constitution and statutes deal 
with succession of elected officers when a 
vacancy exists, they fail to define what 
constitutes “unknightly conduct” sufficient to 
remove an officer or to set standards for how 
such purported misconduct should be 

identified, noticed, heard, decided or enforced. 

These actions cannot be reviewed until the 
2024 Triennial unless nine or more Grand 
or Subordinate Commanderies join in an 
identical Call for a Special Conclave of the 
Grand Encampment. It is to consider the 
wisdom of this dramatic action that I have 
noticed a Special Conclave of the California 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templar to 
commence at 1:00 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 9, 2021, at the Grand Recorder’s 
Office, 1123 J. Street, Sacramento, California. 

A copy of the Special Call to Conclave is 
published elsewhere in this Bulletin. Your 
choice will be only whether to join in or reject 
the Call. We will not debate the individual 
provisions; that discussion will occur, if at all, 
at the Special Conclave of the Grand 
Encampment. 

I do not pretend that this will be an easy 
decision for our Sir Knights. We are a 
conservative group, established under a 
constitution and by nature strongly inclined 
to follow the rules established by our 
predecessors. In the past, we have, for the 
most part, trusted the wisdom of those 
selected to lead our organization. We believe 
that they act reasonably, with an appreciation 
for the will of our members and in the best 
interests of Templary. Under such 

conditions, it is painful to challenge their 
decisions. But like the Patriots during that 
harsh winter of 1776, when so many wished 
only to return home to the warm hearth of 
their families, should we not gather to decide 
whether to tolerate this seeming injustice? A 
good turnout of our members will assure that 
our voice, whether for or against, is heard. I 
urge you to attend the California meeting, 
listen to the voices of your fellow Sir Knights 
and vote your conscience. 

Courteously, 

 

David W. Studley, KGC, KYGCH 
Knights Templar of California 

 

Greetings Sir Knights and Ladies, 

My Fellow Sir Knights of California: 

Charles Dickens famously penned the 
following words in comparing London and 
Paris at the time of the French Revolution: 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of 
times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it 
was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season 
of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was 
the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, 
we had everything before us, we had nothing 
before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, 
we were all going direct the other way—in 
short, the period was so far like the present 
period, that some of its noisiest authorities 
insisted on its being received, for good or for 
evil, in the superlative degree of comparison 
only. 

And the superlative degree of comparison 
can only mean, Best or Most or whatever 
ultimate accolade one chooses to voice. 

So why the literary allusion, you now may be 
asking yourself? Perhaps to remind us that 
there is nothing new under the Sun. Or that 
those who forget history are doomed to repeat 
it. Whatever adage you select, we in the 
California Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templar, like our brethren in other Templar 
jurisdictions, are confronted by an intractable 
dilemma. 

Our beloved Commandery and our parent the 
Grand Encampment are now locked in a 
fierce disagreement – possibly a battle – 
trying to decide whether power exercised by 
the Grand Master is absolute or subject to 
restraint? And if subject to restraint, how that 
issue should be joined? Arguments abound on 
both sides of the question. Some urge that the 
Grand Master can do whatever he decides is 
in the “best interest of Templary.” Others 
contend that absolute power is 
circumscribed by the requirements of 
fundamental fairness and procedural due 
process. Both sides presently seem willing to 
engage in a battle that, if fought, can only 
diminish the reputation of our Christian 

brotherhood. 

As your Grand Commander, I plan to convene 
a Special Conclave of our Grand Commandery 
in November or early December (I have asked 
our Sir Knights to opine on a choice of dates) 
to decide whether to accede to the Special Call 
published elsewhere. If our voting members 
decide that is the prudent course of action, 
then we as a Grand Commandery can join 
with other jurisdictions in asking the 
Grand Encampment to review the recent 
Decisions and Actions of our Grand Master. 
When 9 or more Grand Commanderies jointly 
submit such a request, it is the constitutional 
duty of the Grand Master to convene such a 
session. 

Impediments to seeking this relief abound. 
Scheduling, for one. The fact that all Grand 
Commanderies must agree to the same 
issues adopted in the Call. These are 
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manageable with careful planning. Other 
obstacles seem intended solely to dissuade 
our Sir Knights from exercising their 
guaranteed rights under Grand 
Encampment Constitution. For example, the 
threat that unless the full cost of the Special 
Session is deposited in advance, which Grand 
Encampment claims will be $150,000, that no 
session will be scheduled. Or the attempt by 
outsiders to justify the actions of the Grand 
Master and claim that any different outcome 
would be untenable, an obvious effort to 
stifle debate before any opportunity is afforded 
our Sir Knights. 

I choose not to be diverted by these efforts to 
subvert the proper exercise of our Templar 
rights and urge you to decide similarly for 
yourselves. But I also ask, respectfully, that 

our passions be constrained and we 
approach this difficult task with objectivity 
and humility. 

As Dickens said in yet another classic novel, 
“God bless you one and all.” 

Courteously, 

“Fear Not: Proclaim and Celebrate Our Faith.” 

Courteously,  
David W. Studley, KGC, KYGCH  
Knights Templar of California 

“Fear Not: Proclaim and Celebrate Our Faith.” 

This article combines a piece that I wrote for 
the California Supplement of the Knights 
Templar magazine with some remaining 
thoughts. This introduction was necessitated 
because the KT Magazine has discontinued 
the inclusion of the State Supplements in the 
print version and now requires those who 
remain interested to search the website, click 
on the Supplement link, find the appropriate 
State and then select the necessary month. 
Excuse me for being dubious but I doubt 
many of you will go to that trouble. I hope I’m 
proved wrong, but  .  

One of the things that disappoints me about 
this decision is that new contributors to the 
Grand Commanders Club and Grand Masters 
Club programs of the Knights Templar Eye 
Foundation will not see their names in print. I 
always liked the recognition given to our 
contributors and would, for the Sir Knights I 
knew, try to call and acknowledge their 
generosity. I still feel that way about those of 
you who commit your resources to this 
valuable and meaningful medical research. It 
saddens me that you may not be 
acknowledged to your peers.  

Another disappointment is more personal. I’ve 
tried hard to provide content to you in my 
Message that might get you thinking about 
our Christian tradition and how it impacts our 
lives as Templars. Some of you have taken the 
time to acknowledge the message, for which I 
will always be grateful. This month I tried to 
tackle the issues of Time and Relativity, topics 
I’m barely literate about, but with a purpose. I 

wanted each of you to consider what you 
might do if God were to give you an additional 
day each month. Would you devote that time 
to considering your relationship to the 
universe and the ones you love? Would you 
consider how you could improve yourselves as 
men, leaders in your communities and 
Christians? I truly believe that most of you 
would. For me, when I wrote that State 
Supplement, I was thinking about my 
deceased lady, my wonderful, supportive and 
caring wife Hallie, who passed away last 
December. Because of this, I asked our editor 
Phil Hardiman, to reprint the article. Here it 
is: “If I could save time in a bottle, The first 
thing that I'd like to do, …”  

Jim Croce, Time in Bottle (1973)  

Fellow Travelers on the Level of Time: How 

many of us have thought, “if I just had a little 
more time,” or perhaps, “if I had to do it over. 
…” Most of us have, I’m guessing. But that 
musing got me to wondering about the 
meaning of time. Likely too metaphysical a 
topic for this brief monograph, but a curiosity 
of mine and one that I hoped my casual 
thoughts might pique your interest in too.  

St. Augustine, an early Christian philosopher, 
observed in Confessions that time is 
ephemeral: the past is no longer; the future is 
not yet; the present is, but lasts a fleeting 
moment. To Augustine, time was an 
irreversible succession of linear events, 
progressing inexorably from the past, through 
the present, to the future.  

Time as a linear concept was accepted dogma 
from the first awareness of seasons. But as so 
often happens, philosophers, science-fiction 
writers, and literary pundits began 
speculating about “what if.” What if we could 
travel back in time, whom would you visit? 
What if we could see the future, what would 
our lives be like? One notable author, H.G. 
Wells, penned a serial novella in 1895, 
entitled, The Time Machine. (I guess these 
days we’d call a serial novella either a comic 
book or a graphic novel. The Victorians are to 
be admired in many respects.) Most of us 
remember the story from High School English 

class: Wells’ protagonist ventures forward 
thousands of years to a time when gentle, 
childlike creatures called Eloi live in pastoral 
innocence but are hunted at night for food by 
the fearsome, underground-dwelling Morlocks. 
Although societal commentary was surely 
behind Wells’ plot, readers were fascinated by 
the concept of time travel. 
Newtonian ideas about the relationship of 
material properties were questioned by 
theoretical physicists in the early 20th 
Century. Most importantly, Albert Einstein 
published his paper regarding the special 
theory of relativity in 1905. There he asserted 
that time was not constant but rather a 
relative. Einstein proposed that light traveling 
in a vacuum unaffected by gravity would alter 
time depending on the relative position of the 
observer. Thus, if a person were to board a 
spaceship traveling at near the speed of light 
and not subject to gravitational forces, the 
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astronaut might complete the journey in what 
to him was but a few years. To an observer on 
earth, however, the trip would take decades. 
Thus, the 30-year-old astronaut might return 
home as a 35-year-old man, but his 30-year-
old friends who remained behind would then 
be 80. Einstein called this concept the 
spacetime continuum, time being relative to 
the position and circumstances of the 
observer.  
Einstein expanded his treatise with his 
general theory of relativity in 1915 to 
incorporate the effect of gravity. An 
explanation of this is well beyond the scope of 
my limited intellect but is fascinating reading 
for those of you with physics and/or 
mathematics curiosity. Subsequent 
astronomical observations have confirmed the 

presence of black holes as Einstein 
postulated, which raises the possibility of 
actual time-travel (I’m suggesting that you try 
this before me). The linear concept of time, 
evolving from past to future, is no longer the 
stuff of settled science.  
My practice has been to try to tie my monthly 
columns to our faith. In that regard, 
September’s message was prompted by a 
recent First Degree. At one point, the Master 
recites: “In the beginning, God created the 
heaven and the earth. And the earth was 
without form and void; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. And the spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. And 
God said, ‘Let there be light:’ and there was 
light.” Genesis 1:1-3. To have a beginning, 
time must exist. Augustine argued that God 
created time at the conception of the Universe 
and that questions about what happened 
before creation are meaningless because 
“before” didn’t exist. Try wrapping your head 
around the implications of that!  
But to answer the question I first posed: what 
would I do if I could capture time? I think of 
my wonderful, recently departed wife Hallie, 
as you yourselves may think of your own 
families, and reflect on the remainder of Jim 
Croce’s lyrics:  
If I could save time in a bottle The first thing 
that I'd like to do Is to save everyday 'til 
eternity passes away Just to spend it with 
you.  
God Bless. And Thank You for taking the time 
to read my own lamentation. 
 
Courteously,  
David W. Studley, KGC, KYGCH  
Knights Templar of California 
 

“Fear Not: Proclaim and Celebrate Our Faith.” 

Fellow Sir Knights, Companions and Faithful 
Readers: 

August, a month of celestial splendor. For me, 
it was the month when football practice 
resumed, two-a-days, sled drills, running wind 
sprints and for those few of you who were 
fellow football travelers, the Burma Road. 
Awful. I know why athletes, even lowly 
Division III plodders like me, called it the “Dog 

Days”, because after the second practice each 
day, all of us were “dog tired.” 

And that’s not so far from the truth of the 
matter. Sirius, the brightest star in the night 
sky, appears in the Northern Hemisphere, 
rising generally in mid-to-late July and 
heralding the hottest part of the summer. It is 
approximately twice the size of our sun and 
because of its proximity and the composition 
of its elements, is the most luminous object in 
the night sky besides our moon and several 
planets of our solar system. It is the anchor 
star in the constellation Canis Major, 
translated from the Latin as the “greater dog” 
and thus earning the nickname, the “Dog” 
star. For those of you with an astrological 
inclination, it can be located by tracing a line 
downward from Orion’s belt (or at least it will 

be for the next 10,000 years or so). 

Our Greek and Roman ancestors believed that 
the return of the Dog star signaled the onset 
of heat and fever, the spoilage of wine and the 
madness of dogs. It is mentioned in Homer’s 
Iliad and Seneca’s Oedipus, where the latter 
complains of “the scorching dog-star’s fires.” 
Perhaps Seneca had a vision of modern 
California. 

Which brings me to the point: my schedule for 
the balance of the summer resembles the Dog 
Days that I recall with such exhaustion, albeit 
not from any current athletic enthusiasm. In-
person gatherings have again emerged (for 
how long remains an open question), and 
travel is on the agenda. We all need to brush 
up on our opening and closing ritual and 
begin preparations for the upcoming festivals. 
It will be good to start back on the path to 
normal but that new “normal” will not be 
without challenges for us all. I wish you all 
Godspeed. 

My calendar through Annual Communication 
appears below. I know many of the events are 
peculiar to me in my various roles, but I 
wanted to highlight how quickly my schedule, 
and that of my companions ME Ray 
Broomfield and MI Peter Champion is filling. 
But don’t be discouraged; there’s lots of time 
in the Fall. 

Enjoy the Dog Days. 

Courteously,  

David W. Studley, KGC, KYGCH  
Knights Templar of California 

“Fear Not: Proclaim and Celebrate Our Faith.” 

Greetings Sir Knights and Devoted Readers of 
Cross & Crown: I say “devoted” somewhat 
tongue-in-cheek as this is only the second 
issue of C&C, so devoted means you read the 
first one! But I’ve learned to accept graciously 
all accolades when offered, no matter how 
inconsequential and I recommend the same to 
you. Lessons learned at my mother’s knee. 

I hope that Eminent SK Phil, who edits this 
publication, will include my latest General 
Order regarding Reopening (which I have yet 
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to write, so any omission is on me, not Phil). 
Here, as a working summary, are the expected 
highlights: 

• State, County and Local directives 
supersede anything I might say. I know, I 
don’t think it’s fair either. So be sure to 
check the jurisdiction’s COVID website 
before wing my suggestions. 

• The same rules will apply to practices, 
conclaves, degrees, and in-State festivals. 
See, however, point 1 above. 

• We won’t have a Sergeant-at-Arms who is 
required to check for vaccination cards. 
Honor system prevails. 

• Masks are required only for those not 
vaccinated. I don’t know why either if the 

vaccine prevents infection and the threat 
of contagion, but that’s the rule. 

• Seating charts, distancing, and 
reservations are kaput. Thank the Lord 
for small favors! 

• It’s up to the local Commandery whether 
to serve meals. I recommend that, until 
Cal-OSHA makes up its mind on the 
mask-for-servers mandate, that our 
servers wear masks. It might even be 
better to avoid prepared food service for a 
reasonable time to let this issue settle out. 

So on to brighter things. Masonic activities 
are starting to pick up. We Grand Officers 
have receptions scheduled for the San 

Francisco Peninsula York Rite on July 31 
(12 noon, currently) and the East Bay York 
Rite on August 7 in Alameda (social 
beginning at 3 pm). Many of you are also 
starting to emerge from your Masonic 
cocoons, metamorphized into glorious York 
Rite butterflies. This means that at public 
and in- person meetings, the appropriate 
uniform does NOT include gym shorts and 
shower shoes! 

Speaking of uniforms: at Receptions, if Class 
A is specified, then I encourage all Sir 
Knights to wear the chapeau, unless your 
commandery is cap and mantle or has all 
adopted the fatigue headwear. My personal 
view is that the chapeau distinguishes us and 
should be worn on formal occasions. Now, 
an addendum. Sometimes, it will be 

permissible for an officer to wear his blue 
jacket (Dodger blue, ugh), especially in the 
summer months if the reception is indoors. 
This is what I hope will be the case in 
Alameda because it’s hot upstairs and lacks 
AC. Generally, the Peninsula picnic is casual 
but I’ll specify the dress code when I hear. 

So, summer’s here, we’re congregating 
outdoors again, my hearty wish to all is to 
enjoy the fellowship. 

Courteously and fraternally, 

David W. Studley, KYGCH, KCT 163rd Grand 
Commander Knights Templar of California 

 

  



 

Secretary Essential’s 

SECRETARY and/or RECORDER ESSENTIALS 
Forms and Documents you will need are located at the Grand York Rite website, which is: 
www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org. 

Scroll down and click on "York Rite Forms and Documents." Then click on the appropriate 
logo. A window opens where you enter the userid, which is "cagyr" and the password, 
which is "brio" 

Scroll down to Officers Manual, which has information for the Secretary, and print that out. 
Many concepts in the Grand Chapter manual are relevant to the Councils and Commanderies. 
 
Priorities are as follows: 
 

• Dues Collection – You should send out dues notices no later than October, 
with payments from members due by December 31st. 

 

• Membership control -- Especially important is the very last item, “Royal Arch 
Monthly Report.” This is relevant to you as a Secretary/Recorder if you do not yet 
have a userid for access to MMS – Masonic Membership Solutions. If you fill the 
paper report out each month, whenever you encounter changes to the 
membership, you will find it much easier at the end of the year to produce the 
year-end report, which is used to compute the amount of per capita the Chapter 
needs to pay. That payment is due by Jan 15th each year. Important changes to 
your membership include new members, demits, remits and deaths. Maintain e-
mail addresses for members and you can easily then forward the monthly 
newsletter, The WORKMAN, to them. 

• Do not cavalierly suspend members for non-payment of dues. There is a 
Constitutional process that should be followed rigorously in order that members, 
who may have moved and not received your dues notice, are treated fairly. See 
the following sections of the relevant Constitution in order to learn about this 
process: 

 
Chapter: See Section 201 in the Constitution at 
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Con 
stitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf 

 

Council: See Section 30-10 in the Constitution at 
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Co 
nstitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf 

 

Commandery: See Section 347 in the Constitution at 

http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMA 
NDERY%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf 
 
 

• Per Capita -- The Per Capita payment, due each April 1st, does not require action by the 
Commandery to be paid. Please note that the per capita charge for 2022 will be $34.00, 
as adopted at the 2021 Grand Conclave. Chapter and Council payments are due by 
January 15th. Chapter per capita will be $23.00, and Council will be $21.00. Of course, all 
three bodies charge $1.00 to support Grand Sessions; and Commandery also charges 
$1.00 for the Eye Foundation, and $1.00 for Christian Ministry. You will need good, up-to-
date end-of-year number of active members that is crucial for us when we compute your 
per capita payment. Without good data you will most likely overpay your per capita 
requirement. It is sensible to begin your process near the end of the CY, as soon as 
possible. It is also sensible, if you have access to the Grand Lodge database, to check 
each member to see if they are still alive. But most important is getting a userid to utilize 
MMS. 

 

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Chapter/ROYAL%20ARCH%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Council/Grand%20Council%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
http://www.yorkriteusa.org/cagyr/forms/Commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%202018%20Rev1.pdf
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• Insurance -- The Insurance payment, due each July 15th, does not require action by the 
Chapter, Council or Commandery to be paid. You will be billed for the payment by the 
Grand Secretary-Recorder. 

 

• Lodge Book of Marks – Maintain this up-to-date, or perhaps arrange for a PHP to take 
on the responsibility of maintaining. 

 

• Minutes – Take good minutes, but don’t over-do it by trying to capture everything that is 
said. Focus on having a clear representation of motions made and the vote count by 
which they passed or failed. In addition to keeping petitions in a separate file, it is good 
practice to replicate the basic petitioner information in the minutes. It is also a good 
practice to keep the names of attendees at each meeting in the minutes. If conferring a 
degree, keep a copy of the cast members and the candidate(s). Also, please send the 
candidate class names to the Grand Secretary. 

 

• Grand Sessions – Before the May meetings, remind the Dais officers they are 
responsible to attend, and arrange a stipend if your Chapter, Council or Commandery 
can afford it. Remind members who expect to attend to be sure to take their dues 
cards. If Dais Officers of the Chapter and Council cannot attend, they may issue a 
proxy, or they may elect a representative. Commanderies may also elect a 
representative, but Commandery officers cannot issue proxies. The appropriate forms 
can be obtained on the Grand York Rite website: Scroll to "Elected Representative and 
Proxy Credentials." 

 

• Order of High Priesthood – Be sure the current HP and PHPs know they are eligible 
to receive this Order. In fact, it is a Constitutional requirement! Share the petition 
with them and send to the Grand Secretary. This requirement does not appear to be 
true for the Thrice Illustrious Master Degree or the Past Commander’s Association. 
Petitions dies are available at the secure website. 
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Scholarships 

 

Companions, your children, grandchildren, & for some, great-grandchildren may receive financial 
help for attending school. After opening up Scholarship Center website, have them go to bottom of 
page & find the Scholarship Manual in (PDF format – 450KB) to download. 

There they will find instructions for filling out the forms.   

This is the link which will take you to the public Grand Lodge web page on scholarships. All 
the information you need should be right there.  This is a complete manual that you can download 
that talk about all of the scholarships available from the California Masonic Foundation as well as 
the Scottish Rite, York Rite, Eastern Star, High Twelve, DeMolay, Job’s Daughters, & Rainbow for 
Girls.   

For information about Royal Arch Scholarships go to the following website: Scholarship Fund 
or at  
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html  
  
The Masonic Family has a large number of scholarships available to our youth, but how many of 
those in need of assistance really “KNOW” they are available? 

California Royal Arch $1,000 Scholarship requirements: 

• A member of the Masonic Family (ie: Rainbow, Jobs Daughter or Demolay) 

• A US Citizen 

• A California Resident 

• A 3.0 Grade Point Average 

• Enrolled or Accepted at an Educational Institution 

Deadline to apply for Scholarship Program is explained on Scholarship Fund or at 
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html. Scholarship requirements will remain 
the same. Early submissions can be forwarded to the Office of the Grand Chapter Secretary at 

Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons 
Attn: Grand Secretary 
1123 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814  
Telephone: (562) 924-6500 x 1123  
E-mail: sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org. 
 
Once chosen, the award of $1,000 is renewable for a total of 4 years, as long as the requirements 
are maintained. Do you know a Rainbow Girl, Job’s Daughter or DeMolay that could benefit by 
knowing this information? What are you waiting for – make that call! Note above that no DeMolay 
received an award this year. If you know a qualified DeMolay, please bring this information to his 
attention. 

  

http://www.freemason.org/scholarshipCenter/index.htm
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/rara.html
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Most Excellent Companion  

Raymond A. Broomfield, DSM-B, KYGCH & Lady Christine 
Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of 

California 

Calendar 

Most Illustrious Companion 

Peter G. Champion, KYGCH & Lady Janice 
Grand Master, Grand Council Cryptic Masons of California 

Calendar 

Sir Knight David W. Studley, KYGCH 
Right Eminent Grand Commander, Grand Commandery, Knights 

Templar of California 

Calendar 

Philip Hardiman, KTCH, PGHP 

Grand Secretary/Recorder 
1123 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

The Workman 
 

Thomas A Krummell, KCT, KYCH 
Assistant Grand Secretary/Recorder 
1123 J Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Richard E. Thornton, KCT, KYCH 

Encompasser 

Sword and Trowel 
Grand York Rite of California   

Facebook  

mailto:raybroomfield@msn.com
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghpcalendar.html
mailto:champmail@gmail.com
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/calendar.html
mailto:studleylaw66@gmail.com
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itinerary.html
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/GHP_Newsletter.html
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:richard@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/encompasser.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/council/bulletin.html
https://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/royalarch/ghpcalendar.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Grand.York.Rite.of.California/
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Officers:  

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Most Excellent Companion 

Raymond A. Broomfield, DSM-B, KYGCH & Lady Christine 

Grand High Priest 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Ventura Chapter No. 50 

Excellent Companion 

R. Scott Husmann, KYCH & Lady Robyn 

Grand King 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Delta Chapter No. 27 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas Chavez, KYCH & Lady Angie 

Grand Scribe 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

California Chapter No. 1 

Most Excellent Companion 

Leland G. Routt, DSM-B, KTCH, KYGCH, PGHP 

& Lady Leslie 

Grand Treasurer  

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Stockton Chapter No. 2 

Most Excellent Companion 

Phil Hardiman, EKA, DSM-B, KTCH, KCT, KYGCH, PGHP 

& Lady Nancy 

Grand Secretary  

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Sacramento Chapter No. 3 

Most Excellent Companion 

Steven R. Goad, KTCH, KYGCH, PGHP 

Grand Lecturer Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of California 

Norris C. Viles Chapter No. 153 

Excellent Companion 

Walter G. Crossley 

Grand Chaplain North 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Oakland Chapter No. 36 

Excellent Companion 

William S. Downey, & Lady Anita 

Grand Chaplain South 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Ventura Chapter No. 50 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas A. Krummell, DSM-B, KCT, KYCH & Lady Marcia  

Assistant Grand Secretary  

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Gold Country Chapter No. 11 

Excellent Companion 

David E. Sokol, DSM-B, KTCH, KYCH & Lady Sandy 

Grand Captain of the Host 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Shasta Chapter No. 9 

Excellent Companion 

David G. Rathgeber, & Lady Nancy 

Grand Principal Sojourner 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Jerrold A. Wohfarth Chapter No. 130 

Excellent Companion 

Gary M. Iverson, & Lady Janet 

Grand Royal Arch Captain 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Whittier Chapter No. 91 

Excellent Companion 

Lynn R. Wallingford, & Lady Charmaine 

Grand Master of the Third Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Oxnard Chapter No. 86 

Excellent Companion 

Rees W. Padfield 

Grand Master of the Second Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Oxnard Chapter No. 86 

Excellent Companion 

Oliver Martinez 

Grand Master of the First Veil 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Woodland Chapter No. 46 

Excellent Companion 

Marty M. Cusing, & Lady Jennifer 

Grand Orator 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

California Chapter No. 1 

Excellent Companion 

Francisco de A. Marques 

Grand Marshal North 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Sacramento Chapter No. 3 

Excellent Companion 

Steven D. Lerner, & Lady Roxanne 

Grand Marshal South 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Jerrold A. Wohlfarth Chapter No. 130 

Excellent Companion 

Thomas E. Colgan, & Lady Addie 

Grand Soloist 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

Triangle Chapter No. 155 

Excellent Companion 

Massimo del Grande, Lady Julie 

Grand Sentinel 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons California 

San Gabriel Valley Chapter No. 100 

mailto:raybroomfield@msn.com
mailto:husmann@sebastiancorp.net
mailto:thomas.c.chavez@gmail.com
mailto:Leland@Lroutt.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:steve.goad@gmail.com
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:dgr101155@gmail.com
mailto:colgan4849@gmail.com
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Officers:  

Grand Council Cryptic Masons California 

 
We, Grand Officers of your Grand Cryptic Council, have pledged to serve you, our beloved 
Companions of the Cryptic Arch, to achieve excellence & satisfaction of your well-earned 
labor.  We aim for your best & most imaginative efforts as we emerge from this life-changing 
pandemic to reconstruct our world in a better way 

 

Most Illustrious Companion 

Peter G. Champion, KYGCH & Lady Janice 

Grand Master Grand Council Cryptic Masons of California 

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Guy M. Chalmers, KYCH & Lady Jeanne 

Deputy Grand Master 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Redwood Empire Council No. 46 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Michael T. Sherman, KYCH 

Grand Principal Conductor of the Work 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Helix Council No. 58 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Thomas A. Krummell, KYCH & Lady Marcia 

Grand Treasurer 

 Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Philip Hardiman, KYGCH, PGHP, & Lady Nancy 

Grand Recorder 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sacramento Council No. 1 

Right Illustrious Companion 

K. Mark Harris, KYCH 

Grand Director of Ritual 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Oakland Council No. 12 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Thomas A. Krummell, KYCH & Lady Marcia 

Assistant Grand Recorder 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sierra Nevada Council No. 13 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Michael J. Ramos 

Grand Chaplin (North) 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sword and Trowel Council No.65  

Right Illustrious Companion 

Christopher N. Radcliffe & Lady Deyanira 

Grand Chaplin (South) 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Helix Council No. 58  

Right Illustrious Companion 

Jeffrey A. White, KYCH & Lady Lisa 

Grand Captain of the Guard 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Pacific Council No. 37 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Andrew B. Pippin, KYCH, & Lady Juli 

Grand Conductor of the Council 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Ventura Council No. 15 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Christian G. Marano, KYCH & Lady Mara Cristina 

Grand Stewart 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Jonathan H. Prestage & Lady Hanna 

Grand Orator 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sword and Trowel Council No. 65 

Right Illustrious Companion  

Christopher Robert Trueblood 

Grand Marshal (North) 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Sword and Trowel Council No. 65  

Right Illustrious Companion 

Matthew J. McColm & Lady Chelsey 

Grand Marshal (South) 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Helix Council No. 58 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Dean A. Clark and Lady Chris 

Grand Sentinel 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

San Luis Obispo Council No. 38   

Right Illustrious Companion 

Floyd Griffin 

Grand Soloist  

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Ventura Council No. 15 

Right Illustrious Companion 

Peter Lynn Cunningham 

Grand Bible Bearer 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Visalia Council No. 43  

Right Illustrious Companion 

Mark Alexander Nielsen & Lady Nicole 

Grand Standard Bearer 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

Helix Council No. 58 

mailto:champmail@gmail.com
mailto:jmc329@aol.com
mailto:wolfen1106@gmail.com
mailto:tom.krummell@gmail.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteof%20california.org
mailto:songmaster1@mac.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:551dmps@gmail.com
mailto:papi_164654@yahoo.com
mailto:jeffjw62@gmail.com
mailto:andy@ajpippin.us
mailto:cgmarano@gmail.com
mailto:Jonathan.prestage@gmail.com
mailto:ctrueblood@gmail.com
mailto:matthewmccolm@yahoo.com
mailto:deanclark1022@gmail.com
mailto:efgriffin@verizon.net
mailto:peter347@comcast.net
mailto:markcgs@gmail.com
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Officers:  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Sir Knight David W. Studley, KYGCH 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
Pacific Commandery No. 3 

Sir Knight Craig L. Flagtwet, KYCH 

Deputy Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

St. Bernard Commandery No. 23 

Sir Knight Roger S. Ross, KYCH 

Grand Generalissimo  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Orange County Commandery No. 36 

Sir Knight Jordan T. Yelinek, KYCH  

Grand Captain-General  

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Morris Siminoff Commandery No. 80 

Sir Knight Anthony C. McLean 

Grand Treasurer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

St. Bernard Commandery No. 23 

Sir Knight Phil Hardiman, OSV, KYGCH, PGHP 

Grand Recorder 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
Sacramento Commandery No. 2 

Sir Knight Raymond E. Davies 

Grand Prelate 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 
Golden West Commandery 43 

Sir Knight Joseph K. Dongo, KYCH 

Grand Senior Warden  
Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Sacramento Commandery No. 2 

Sir Knight Rick L. Baca, KYCH  

Grand Junior Warden  
Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Los Angeles Commandery No. 9 

Sir Knight D. Mike Edwards, KYCH 
Grand Standard Bearer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Marysville Commandery No. 7 

Sir Knight William J. Miklos, III 
Grand Sword Bearer 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Auburn Commandery No. 4 

Sir Knight Jarrod D. Washington 

Grand Warder 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Auburn Commandery No. 4 

Sir Knight Efren D. Prado 

Grand Sentinel 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Vacaville Commandery No. 38 

Sir Knight James G. Baum, KCT, KYGCH 

Director of Ritual 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

High Desert Commandery No. 79 

Sir Knight Thomas A. Krummell, KCT, KYCH 

Assistant Grand Recorder 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar California 

Auburn Commandery No. 52 

 

  

mailto:studleylaw66@gmail.com
mailto:craigflagtwet@gmail.com
mailto:rogesq25@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jordan.yelinek@gmail.com
mailto:sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
mailto:raydavies@earthlink.net
mailto:joe@josephdongo.com
mailto:rick_baca@hotmail.com
mailto:sterlingcoins@comcast.net
mailto:billmiklos@sbcglobal.net
mailto:
mailto:
mailto:jamesgbaum@msn.com
mailto:assistant-sec-rec@yorkriteofcalifornia.org
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Activities in our State & in a Galaxy far, far, Away 
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It is with great excitement to announce that this past weekend (October 2021) at Annual 
Communications, Jeffery Michael Wilkins was installed as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
California. Please join us in congratulating him on this momentous achievement! 

 

 



 

January 2022    Volume 22 No. 1     Page 37 of 56 

 



 

January 2022    Volume 22 No. 1     Page 38 of 56 

 

 

 



 

January 2022    Volume 22 No. 1     Page 39 of 56 

 

 

King Solomon’s Temple 
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Dear all, 

Liz and I would like to wish you and your family the happiest of holiday seasons. As you know, it’s 
been another crazy and unpredictable year, but there’s still so much for us to celebrate. As a 
fraternity, I’m thankful for our ability to meet together in person as lodges once again; I’m thankful 
for the election and installation of a new set of lodge officers; and I’m especially thankful we’ve been 
able to finally confer the degrees of Masonry on our candidates, many of whom have waited 
patiently for months or even years. 

In this holiday season, we find a number of different celebrations involving lights, family, and 
giving. As Masons and friends, I hope we all find the Masonic light that we are searching for (along 
with the lights on our Christmas trees or Hanukkah menorahs). Remember that in addition to your 
family of origin, you also belong to our Masonic family. We are here for each other. If you’re able, 
please give back—whether that’s by connecting with residents at the Masonic Homes of California, 
donating through the California Masonic Foundation, or performing charity or service work in your 
community. All of it helps us connect with one another and strengthens our Masonic family. 

Please enjoy the holiday season in safety, good health, and with family. May the Great Architect of 
the Universe bless and protect you now and in the coming year! 
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Brother Doc Flipz finishing the Boston Marathon in style 
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We were delighted to open our doors for our Regular Communication meeting today. Attended by 
over 280 of our members who enjoyed their first meeting for 20 months. We all look forward to our 
next meeting with a very positive outlook. 
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These are pictures from the Special Conclave of Grand Commandery Knights Templar of California.  
We were the 10th Commandery to approve the Motion for a special Grand Encampment before 
September 2022.  Unanimous vote in favor thereof and for Sir Knight David Kussman. 
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Hope everyone made it home safe from Grand Chapter and Council! What a great time as always. 
Congratulations to a successful year and here is to the next year, may it be amazing and our 
fraternity continue to be blessed! Happy to see the Grand Commandery Officers past and present in 
attendance. It was a great turn out from companions and SKs especially after the past 18 months. 
Keep pressing forward to victory and keep supporting your local Lodges Chapters Council 
Commanderies and other appendant bodies that you are a member of. Together we are strong! 
Godspeed SKs and have a great week ahead 
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Washington Commandery No. 1's Christmas Observance was held on December 21, 2021, at York 
Masons Hall 

 

York Masons Hall, East Hartford, Connecticut. 
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Asylum is set up for the Christmas Observance. 

 

 

Notice “1796” 
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A sculpture commemorating seven Freemasons who created a Masonic lodge while imprisoned in a 
Nazi concentration camp. 

The lodge was named Liberté chérie, which means cherished liberty. The lodge was created on 
November 15th, 1943, and located in Esterwegen, Lower Saxony, Germany. The seven Freemasons 
who created the lodge are: 

Paul Hanson, Luc Somerhausen, Jean Sugg, Franz Rochat, Guy Hannecart, Amédée Miclotte, and 
Degueldre. 


